
Local youngsters ages 
10 and under can take 
part in the Second Annual 
Williamsburg Community 
Easter Egg Hunt, which 
will take place Saturday at 1 
p.m. at Briar Creek Park.

The children will  be 
divided up into three sepa-
rate age groups, 1-3 years, 
4-6 years, and 7-10 years. 

There will be first, second 
and third place prizes in 
each age group.

“Whoever gets the gold-
en egg with the number in 
it will get that prize,” said 
Williamsburg Main Street 
Manager Nannie Hays. 
“Probably a very special 
guest will show up and there 
will be a few other little sur-
prises going on down there. 
We are just going to have a 
good time.”

Mayor Roddy Harrison 
will be on hand Saturday
to officially start the Easter 
egg hunt.

About 300 people attend-
ed the inaugural egg hunt 
last year.

This year volunteers will 
hide 150 dozen eggs around
Briar Creek Park.

“We want the kids to have
a good time. It is a good 
time for families to come 
out to enjoy,” Hays added.

If you have a green thumb and live in 
the Williamsburg city limits, then you are 
invited to help “green up” the town and may 
even be able to win up to $150 doing it.

All interested business or residential own-
ers must sign up before April 13 for the 
Feels Like Home Greening Up the Burg 
Gardening Contest in order to participate.

In order to enter, go by the Williamsburg 
Tourism and Convention Center or call at 
549-0530 and submit your name, address 
and a before picture, said Williamsburg 
Main Street Manager Nannie Hays.

“We’re hoping this will get business own-
ers downtown and residents around the area 
will just try to green up the front of their 
buildings and make it more pleasant to look 
at,” she noted.

The contest ends on May 15 and will be 
judged based on floral, greenery, structures, 
creativity, artistic visual and aesthetics.

Judging will take place between May 
16-20, and Mayor Roddy Harrison will 
announce the winners on Wednesday, May 
23 during his mayor’s report on WEZJ 
radio.

There will be a first, second and third 
place prize in both the business and resi-

dential categories. Winners in each category
will receive $150. Second place finishers 
get $100 and third place finishers receive
$75.

“You have to remember that all improve-
ments to your yard or the front of your 
building must be visual from the street,”
Hays said. “It can floral. It can be greenery.
You could add a structure to your front yard
if you are residential.

“How creative can you be adding plants 
and greenery in front of your building and 
your house?”

Hays said the pots, which the Main Street
program will place along Main Street, are 
already at the greenhouse being prepared 
for the season, and will be placed down-
town about May 15.

“We want to try and kick everything off at
the same time,” she said.

Hays added that the Main Street program
tries to add something new every year.

“We will work on a few more things. 
We’ll just keep trying to add and add and 
add,” she said.

Hays said that local resident Adam 
Sulfridge actually came up with the idea 
after working in his yard one day, and sent
her a text message.

“It was a good idea. It was an excellent
idea,” she noted.

Another state championship has 
come home to Corbin courtesy of 
Nikhil Krishna.

The 6th grade student at Corbin 
Intermediate School beat out 99 
other students Friday at Western 
Kentucky Univers i ty  in  the 
Kentucky Geographic Bee to see 
who had the most knowledge of 
where in the world various coun-
tries are located. Other questions 

dealt with the lives of people in var-
ious countries and their respective 
cultures.

“I feel spectacular,” Krishna said 
Friday by phone as he was coming 
home from the competition with his 
father.

Krishna said he quickly settled in 
at the competition, only feeling ner-
vous when he faced the last ques-
tion. The nerves quickly subsided 
and the excitement kicked in as he 
realized it was a question to which 
he knew the answer.

By winning the state competi-
tion, Krishna has qualified to be 
one of 53 students who will go to 
Washington, D.C. to compete in the 
national geography bee. In the pre-
liminary round, the field will be cut 
to 10.

The final  competit ion will 
be shown on TV and hosted by 
Jeopardy host Alex Trebek.

To prepare for the state bee, 
Krishna spent about two hours a 
night and three to four hours on the 
weekend studying with his father.

“We went over the world atlas 
with my father asking me ques-
tions,” Krishna said.

Krishna said he understands that 
he will be facing stiffer competi-
tion at the national bee and he will 
continue to prepare as he did for the 
state bee.

“I know it is going to be very 
tough,” Krishna said. “It is not an 
easy thing to win.”

In addition to the title, Krishna 
will bring home $1,000 if he wins 
the national bee.

While  he is 
eager to soak up 
as much knowl-
edge about geog-
raphy as he can, 
Krishna said he 
is doing it for the 
sake of knowl-
edge, explaining 
he wants to be a 
doctor when he 
grows up.

“It just makes you feel good to 
have that knowledge,” Krishna said.
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Wilkens stayed during Rwanda 
genocide so he could help others

Two different sets of missing 
children found Saturday

When a three-year civil war struck Rwanda 
in 1994 and 800,000 people were killed in 
100 days of genocide, it wasn’t guns and bul-
lets that saved the lives of Carl Wilkens and 
his family, but instead a pair of elderly ladies 
armed with stories about his family.

Wilkens was the keynote speaker during a 
special March 26 convocation service held at 
the University of the Cumberlands in the O. 
Wayne Rollins Center.

He is the former head of the Adventist 
Development and Relief Agency International 
(ADRA) in Rwanda, and was the only 
American to remain in Kigali, Rwanda once 
the genocide began in April 1994.

Wilkens, his wife and their three children 
moved to Rwanda in 1990, and had been 
in Africa for 10 years when the genocide 
started.

“We were building schools and operating 
clinics. It was a wonderful place to raise chil-
dren,” he said. “For four years our kids were 
playing with the neighbors. For four years, 
our kids were deposits in the hearts of the 
moms and the grandmas in our neighborhood. 
This is significant when the killings begin 
here.”

Prior to the genocide, people of Hutu and 
Tutsi ethnicities married, had children and 
lived in peace. There was a great sense of 
community.

During the time Wilkens lived in Rwanda 
before the killings, he saw love in the com-
munity rather than hatred.

“In a country with so much community, 
how to you get neighbor to kill neighbor? 
Fear!” he said.

The country had been heading in the direc-
tion of a civil war for some time when the 

violence began. Hate messages were spread 
across the country via radio, newspaper car-
toons, etc.

The Hutu began using labels for the Tutsi, 
calling them trees.

“If we’re going to eliminate the other side, 
we have to dehumanize them,” Wilkens said. 
“Are enemies born or do we make enemies? 
We make enemies. It was like they put dyna-
mite all over the country, but they needed a 
detonator.”

The spark that officially lit the civil war 
was the shooting down of an airplane on 
April 6, 1994.

Wilkens’ family could hear the explosion at 
the airport. Within 45 minutes roadblocks had 
gone up, and organized militia groups began 
killing and torturing Tutsi people.

“If your ID card says Tutsi, you are mur-
dered,” he said.

It wasn’t long until an armed group was the 
Wilkens’ family door. Wilkens doesn’t know 
what would have happened if they had come 
inside.

At this point, two of their neighbors, whose 
grandchildren the Wilkens’ kids played with, 
came to their aid and wouldn’t let the men 
enter their home.

“These women, when they heard the noise, 
they came out of their simple little homes and 
courageously stood up,” he noted. “They told 
simple little stories of our family, simple acts 
of neighborhood kindness.”

The women told of the time a neighbor 
had gone to Wilkens’ door in the middle of 
the night needing a ride to the hospital. They 
told the men about how the Wilkens’ children 
played with their grandchildren.

The next day, Wilkens’ wife and children 
left the country, but he stayed behind.

See WILKENS, page A-5
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Staying behind: Carl Wilkens 
was the only American to 
remain in Kigali, Rwanda 
when the genocide started in 
1994.  800,000 people were 
killed during 100 days. The 
genocide last for three years. 
Above, Wilkens speaks to a 
group of students and fac-
ulty at the University of the 
Cumberlands during a March 
26 convocation service in the 
O. Wayne Rollins Center. At 
right, Wilkens signs a copies 
of his book, ‘I’m Not Leaving,’ 
for students and staff follow-
ing the convocation service.
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Earn a little money with your 
green thumb in Williamsburg
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It was a happy ending for families in two 
different areas of Whitley County Saturday, 
four juveniles, reported lost in the wood, 
were found safe and sound by rescue offi-
cials.

According to Whitley County Emergency 
Management Director Danny Moses, two 
sisters, ages 7 and 11, were reported miss-
ing from a residence on Franklin School 
Road at about 2:30 p.m. Saturday.

“They just left home and went out into 
the woods behind their house. They had 
been gone a while,” Moses said.

Moses, members of Oak Grove and 
Woodbine volunteer fire departments 
along with the Whitley County Sheriff’s 
Department, searched the woods for about 

10 minutes before finding the girls.
“They knew their way back. They weren’t

actually lost,” Moses said. “They had just 
been gone too long.”

Later that afternoon, two boys, ages 9 and
13, were reported missing on the Blue Bend
Loop trail at Cumberland Falls State Resort
Park.

The six-mile loop begins and ends just 
inside McCreary County.

“They actually came out on their own,” 
Moses said. “Really, they had just got ahead
of their mother and their aunt.”

Moses said the family was vacationing in
the area was from North Carolina.

“I’ve never been on that trail before,”
Moses said. “Normally, they go missing 
from one of the trails that starts around the
gift shop down there, so this was a little 
unusual.”

■ By Trent Knuckles
tknuckles@corbinnewsjournal.com
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