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SALE GOOD THRU SAT., JAN. 28, 2012 — WE ACCEPT FEDERAL FOOD STAMPS

502-348-3668 502-348-1189
www.boonesbutchershop.com

LARGE SELECTION
- GREAT DEALS!

FISCHER’S JUMBO

BOLOGNA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1.89LB

MICKLEBERRY HICKORY

SMOKED DELI HAM  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3.89 LB

OVEN ROASTED

TURKEY BREAST  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3.69LB

LAND O’ LAKES

AMERICAN CHEESE  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$3.99LB

HAND-DIPPEDBERRIES$1999
+s/h

from

*Minimum product purchase of $29.00. Discounts do not apply to gift cards or certifi cates, same-day delivery, shipping and 
handling, taxes or third-party hosted products (e.g. wine). Discounts will appear upon checkout and cannot be combined with other 
offers or discounts. Discounts not valid on bulk or corporate purchases of 10 units or more. Offer expires 2/28/2012.

Save 20%*

To redeem this offer visit www.berries.com/heart or call 866.941.7872
Find your perfect Valentine’s Day gift for less.

In his address, the 
governor also noted that 
Kentucky recently jumped 
20 spots in Education 
Week’s annual Quality 
Counts report.

Kentucky ranked 14th 
among the 50 states in 
overall assessment of key 
education indicators, he 
said. 

“Folks, that’s a jump of 
20 spots in one year,” he 
said. “And it occurred pri-
marily because of invest-
ment and policy direction 
in our accountability sys-
tem, teacher training, col-
lege/career readiness and 
stronger academic stan-
dards.”

With the budget cur-
rently proposed, he said, 
that progress is in jeop-
ardy. 

“The best policy in the 
world won’t matter if we 
retreat on funding our 
basic instruction,” he said. 

“It is very concerning to 
me that the Governor him-
self believes that our prog-
ress toward SB1 (Senate 
Bill 1) will be hampered,” 
Cochran said. “It is dis-
heartening to think the 
leaders, that are leading 
all school districts, even 
think there is a possibility 
that we may go backward.”

According to the KDE 
website, Senate Bill 1 
addresses many areas: 
“what will be tested, how 
subjects will be tested, 
when tests are given, what 
should comprise the public 
school accountability sys-
tem and more.”

Beshear also noted that 
$100 million was set aside 

in the budget for school 
facility bonds for improve-
ments to deteriorating 
buildings. 

“Now, a recent assess-
ment of 485 of Kentucky’s 
school facilities identified 
the need to spend $3.7 bil-
lion to repair or improve 
those buildings,” he said. 
“Obviously, $100 million 
won’t cover that need. But 
it’s a start.”

Washington County 
High School and 
Washington County 
Elementary School are 
listed among the 485 prop-
erties. 

According to the assess-
ment, the budget costs to 
repair Washington County 
High School and comply 
with Kentucky standards 
is $10.9 million. 

According to the assess-
ment legend, “the assigned 
costs are based on national 
average costs to bring a 
building, system, com-
ponent, or program into 
compliance with state 
standards, guidelines or 
best practices. It is not a 
detailed estimate.”

The projected “current 
replacement value” for 
Washington County High 
School is $21.3 million. 

That number, according 
to the assessment legend, 
“represents the total cost 
of rebuilding or replacing 
an existing facility with 
the same gross square foot-
age.”

“It uses national aver-
ages, including RSMeans, 
to rebuild the same func-
tional type of facility with 
an optimal state-of-the-art 
condition under current 
codes and construction 
standards and techniques,” 
according to the assess-

ment legend. 

The cost to repair and 
comply with standards 
for Washington County 
Elementary School is $5.5 
million, according to the 
assessment. 

The current replace-
ment value for the build-
ing is $10.6 million. 

Cochran said she 
recently listened to Roger 
Marcum, a former superin-
tendent that is currently 
the executive vice-presi-
dent at St. Catharine, speak 
to the Central Kentucky 
Education Cooperative. 

She noted that Marcum 
had been in education for 
37 years and currently 
serves on the Kentucky 
Board of Education. 

“He explained that this 
was the most challenging 
and most difficult time 
he has ever seen in terms 
of being expected to lead 
(as a superintendent) with 
higher expectations and 
fewer resources than any 
other time in his educa-
tional career,” Cochran 
said. 

Cochran said she agrees, 

and resourcefulness is 
becoming trickier all the 
time.

“I must agree, that 
even though I have only 
been doing this two-and-
a-half years, it is getting 
increasingly more diffi-
cult to ‘pull rabbits out of 
a hat’  and make resources 
match needs,” she said. 

Despite the stark news, 
Cochran remained opti-
mistic. 

“I truly believe that in 
Washington County we 
are all working as smart 
and efficiently as we know 
how, and we will continue 
to keep the future of our 
kids on the front burner 
through the struggling 
economic times,” she said 
via email.

Higher education will 
take a 6.4 percent cut under 
the proposed budget. 

Bill Huston, president 
of St. Catharine College, 
said the cuts haven’t affect-
ed private colleges like St. 
Catharine so far. 

“Our main concern was 
the protection of the finan-
cial aid programs, both 
state and federal, that sup-
port our students,” he said. 
“At the present, with the 
6.5 percent reduction, the 
financial aid programs are 
still untouched for private 
colleges and public.”  

As a private college, St. 
Catharine’s budgets are 
“self-generated and not 
state-funded,” he said. 

“We are very concerned 
to keep both state and fed-
eral funding for all of our 
financial aid programs,” 
Huston said. “This would 
be the highest priority of 
all universities and col-
leges.”

Beshear’s proposed bud-
get also includes a 15 per-
cent ($49.1 million) cut to 
tourism, arts and heritage. 

Kathy Elliott, the 
city project manager and 
administrative staff for 
the Springfield Tourism 
Commission, said her 
review of the cuts don’t 
indicate any effect on local 
dollars. 

“The way we could 
be affected is through 
any grant funds the city 
might wish to apply for 
in the future with any 
of these agencies (that 
fall under the Kentucky 
Tourism, Arts and Heritage 
Cabinet). Those pots of 
money for funds may be 
cut,” she said. 

State economic develop-
ment is proposed to take 
a nearly 22 percent cut in 
funding ($28.5 million) in 
fiscal year 2012. 

Hal Goode, the 
Springfield Washington 
County Economic 
Development Authority 
executive director, said 
how local economic devel-
opment will be affected is 
still unclear. 

Goode said he has 
upcoming meetings about 
the subject and should 
know more then. 

Beshear noted that 
the Department for 
Community Based Services 
would receive an increase 
in funding. 

“This budget not only 
exempts this department 
from the 8.4 percent cuts, 
it increases funding by 
nearly $21 million to hire 
more social workers and 
support staff,” he said in 
his budget address.

“Governor Beshear’s 
proposed budget includes 

$10.8 million in FY 13 (fis-
cal year 2013) and $9.9 mil-
lion in FY 14 (fiscal year 
2014) in increased General 
Funds for 300 additional 
positions in the Department 
for Community Based 
Services,” Anya Weber, 
information officer for 
the Kentucky Cabinet 
for Health and Family 
Services, said. “The pro-
posal would provide addi-
tional front-line workers, 
including child and adult 
protective service workers, 
as well as benefits work-
ers to address increases in 
abuse and neglect investi-
gations, out-of-home care 
populations and ongoing 
case management, as well 
as allow more efficient 
processing of benefit appli-
cations.”

Beshear said the fund-
ing is a step in reducing 
“dangerously high case-
loads from an average of 
20 per case worker to an 
average of 18 per worker, 
and from 1,000 on average 
to 800 for family support 
staff.”

“Our social workers and 
support staff perform at 
high levels in a very dif-
ficult job, but there are 
simply too few of them,” 
he said. 

Locally, it’s not clear if 
the average social worker 
has a high caseload. 

“The department moni-
tors caseload averages on 
an ongoing basis to accom-
modate any local condi-
tions that might change 
and require further assess-
ment of staffing needs,” 
Weber said. 

If the budget passes the 
General Assembly, Weber 
said, the new funds will be 
available on July 1, 2012. 
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“It is getting 

increasingly 
more difficult to 
‘pull rabbits out 
of a hat’  and 

make resources 
match needs.”

Robin Cochran

Washington County Schools 
Superintendent

outright, and shared one 
with former Sun publisher 
Jeff Moreland.

Osbourne placed second 
in best spot news cover-
age with the account of 
the search and rescue of 
Randall Chesser, a seven-
year-old boy who went 
missing for nearly two 
days. 

“This writer got around 
the eternal non-daily 
challenge of reporting 
spot news a week later by 
employing storytelling 
techniques,” the judges 
wrote. “The approach pre-
sented the newest news 
and then put readers in 
the tale by relaying it 
chronologically, helping to 
capture the parents’ fears 
and the boy’s unexpected 
resilience.”

Osbourne placed first in 
best feature story for his 
story about Manton store 
closing. 

“A clear stand-out in 
a category with a lot of 
competition, and a perfect 
example of what a feature 
story should be,” the judges 
wrote. “I’ve never been to 
this store, but after read-
ing this story, I’m as sad 
to see it close as if I had 
gone there every day. A joy 
to read.”

Osbourne placed first 
and second for best sports 
column. Columns are 
entered as three columns 
per one entry. 

“This batch of columns 
was the clear winner,” the 
judges wrote about the first 
place entry. “There are no 
wasted words in Osbourne’s 
work. All three columns 
were short, focused, clear-
ly conveyed his point and 
were very readable.”

Osbourne placed third 
for best business / agri-
business story for a story 
about agriculture condi-
tions after a tough sum-
mer. 

“A lot of reporting here 
on farm conditions in the 
area,” the judges wrote. 

A photo package of 
students swimming at 
Centre College’s natatori-
um earned Osbourne first 
place in the best picture 
essay category. 

“By far this entry was 
the best, tightly edited 
collection of photos in the 
category with some really 
fun moments,” the judges 
wrote. “Photographer did a 
good job to find a variety of 
angles, light and moments. 
Package didn’t suffer from 
repetitive photos.”

Osbourne also nabbed 
second place for best sports 
picture. 

Two photo pages of 
Washington County High 
School girls’ basketball 

photos earned first and 
third place for Osbourne 
in the best sports picture 
essay category. 

“Great job capturing a 
complete variety of imag-
es, using different angles. 
Easy choice for first place,” 
the judges wrote. 

Osbourne earned a first 
place award in best sports 
page / section with a selec-
tion of three sports pages.

“Solid writing and 
photos. Consistent layout 
makes good use of white 
space. In a category where 
one person typically does 
it all, it all comes together 
nicely here,” the judges 
wrote. 

Moreland won four 
awards, including the one 
shared with Osbourne.

Moreland nabbed sec-
ond place for best feature 
story with a story about a 
dog that went missing and 
found his way home after 
two-and-a-half years. 

“Heartwarming tale 
from a wonderful story-
teller. Entertaining from 
start to finish,” the judges 
wrote.

Moreland’s coverage of 
the local fire protection 
association earned a third 
place award in the best on-
going / extended coverage 
story. Osbourne shared the 
award, contributing one 
story, a fiscal court meet-
ing account, to the 10-story 
series. 

“Sheer amount of cover-
age on the topic is impres-
sive, including the excel-
lent explanation of ISO 
ratings,” judges wrote. 
“Overall, these stories pres-
ent the problem at hand 
and offer several solutions 
and different perspectives. 
Only constructive criti-
cism is stories could have 
been more succinct.”

Moreland earned the 
top two spots in the best 
general news picture cat-
egory.

First place was a photo 
of a candlelight vigil held 
for Roman Lopez, a 14-year-
old student who died in an 
accidental shooting. 

“Nice image, very tell-
ing of the out pouring of 
support from the commu-
nity,” the judges wrote.

Second place was a photo 
of former Washington 
County High School senior 
Seth Mattingly mimicking 
a game-winning kick he 
made during his football 
career while on the stage 
to receive his high school 
diploma. 

“Quick thinking to cap-
ture the moment and to 
understand the signifi-
cance,” the judges wrote. 

Sun columnist Ken 
Begley earned his first-
ever KPA award, nabbing 
third place in the best col-
umn category. 

“Ken Begley showed he 

can be both funny and seri-
ous, a talent I admire,” the 
judges wrote. “The compe-
tition in this category was 
close. Congratulations.”

James Mann, the 
chief photographer for 
The Winchester Sun in 
Winchester, Ky. won four 
first place awards, two 
second place awards and 
an honorable mention in 
the 2011 Kentucky Press 
Association’s Daily Class 
1 contest. 

Mann, a 1972 gradu-
ate of Washington County 
High School, won first 

place for spot news photo, 
feature photo, picture essay 
and sports photo. 

He won second place 
awards for general news 
photo and picture essay. 

He won an honorable 
mention in general news 
photo. 

Mann is the son of the 
late Earl and Martha 
Mann of  Springfield, and 
is married to Charlene 
Carrico Mann, the daugh-
ter of Clarine Carrico and 
the late Maurice Carrico 
of Springfield. 

Mann has been the 
chief photographer for 

The Winchester Sun for 35 
years.
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