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INSIDEINSIDE

Bardstown 
Road home 
burglarized

By Jesse Osbourne
Sun Editor

Burglars made out with 
several thousand dollars 
worth of stolen items some-
time on Jan. 13 at a home 
on Bardstown Road.

According to a police 
report, a residence at 7655 
Bardstown Road was bro-
ken into sometime between 
5:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. on 
Jan. 13.

The victim stated to 
police that he was not home 
at the time of the burglary, 
but his vehicles were still 
in the driveway. Dogs were 
also present at the resi-
dence, but were housed in 
a kennel. 

The victim told police 
that he had a vehicle in 
front of the house that peo-
ple would occasionally stop 
and inquire about purchas-
ing it. The victim told police 
that he suspected one of the 
people that looked at his 
vehicle may have returned 
and entered the house.

According to the police 
report, the burglars 
appeared to rummage 
through all of the rooms of 
the house.

Items stolen included 
a Sony Playstation 3 with 
two controllers and approx-
imately 10 games, a Hewlett 
Packard printer, a Visio 
48-inch flat screen televi-
sion, a Spikes tactical AR-15 
rifle, a Dewalt 10-inch miter 
saw, a Champion socket set, 
a wooded jewelry box with 
various jewelry and $2,000 
cash.

The rifle had an esti-
mated value of over $7,000. 

Anyone with informa-
tion regarding the inci-
dent is urged to contact 
the Washington County 
Sheriff ’s Department at 
(859) 336-5400. Callers can 
remain anonymous. 

Other police news

See POLICE, Page A3

Feeling the pinch
Proposed state budget cuts likely felt locally

By Jesse Osbourne
Sun Editor

Kentucky Governor 
Steve Beshear issued a 
stark address to the state 
on Jan. 17, indicating 
cuts will come to agencies 
across the board.

While the budget 
is just a proposal now, 
Washington County 
shouldn’t expect to come 

away unscathed after the 
budget has passed.

One area that will con-
tinue suffering is educa-
tion.

Beshear noted in his 
address that SEEK fund-
ing (Support Education 
Excellence in Kentucky), 
measured in per-student 
funding, has slipped back 
to the same level as 2008. 

SEEK funding, accord-
ing to the Kentucky 
Department of Education 

(KDE) website, is “a for-
mula driven allocation 
of state-provided funds to 
local school districts. The 
formula includes funding 
for transportation costs 
and special needs students 
as reported by districts.”

Robin Cochran, super-
intendent of Washington 
County Schools, said 
SEEK funding for the 2011 
school year is $1.5 million 
less than SEEK funding 
for the 2008 school. 

With the cuts, Cochran 
said it would affect pro-
grams at the local level.

“Anytime that you 
reduce funding amounts, 
we have to look at pro-
gramming and services,” 
she said. “When you com-
pare SY08 to SY11 and see 
a decrease of $1.5 million, 
it requires all of our deci-
sions to be data-based and 
specific according to needs 
– not wants.” 

Some money that has 

been available in the past 
won’t be available any 
longer, she said. Expenses 
have gone up, as well, she 
said.

“We are paying a 
higher percentage of the 
health care costs, higher 
utilities, our stimulus 
monies have ended and 
the Edujobs money is not 
available next year to sup-
plement,” she said. 

See PINCH, Page A5

Trouble in a 
roundabout 

way? By Brandon Mattingly
Sun Staff Writer

C
o m m u t e r s 
will notice a 
change in the 
r o u n d a b o u t 

on US-150 in front of the 
St. Catharine campus in 
the near future, after a 
number of accidents in 
recent months.

A one-vehicle inju-
ry crash on Jan. 11 was 
the ninth accident at 
the roundabout since it 
opened after construction 
last summer. 

Five of those accidents, 
occurring between Aug. 18 
and Oct. 5 of last year, show 
that drivers’ unawareness 
of the new addition likely 
contributed to the high 
number of accidents. 

With four more acci-
dents in the three months 
since October, changes are 
on the way, starting with 
new lighting.

“There’s a definite plan 
to put street lighting up at 
the roundabout, but that’s 
the only thing that’s in 
stone at this time,” said 
Chris Jessie, Department 
of Highways District 
Four Public Information 
Officer. 

Jessie said there are 
also plans to meet with 
county officials, includ-
ing Washington County 
Judge-Executive John 
Settles, to determine what 
other alterations, if any, 
need to be made.

“There is a meeting 
scheduled between the 
district office and the 
judge-executive and some 
of the county officials in 
the near future to talk 
about traffic control as it 
exists.”

Previous literature has 
been distributed by the 
state about how to navigate 
the roundabout, including 
an article that ran in The 

Springfield Sun.
Drivers have struggled to navigate the recently-constructed roundabout.

Photo illustration by Jesse Osbourne

More city properties added to 
National Historic Register

By Brandon Mattingly
Sun Staff Writer

A section of Main 
Street in Springfield 
was recently added to the 
National Register as a 
historic district. 

Properties from rough-
ly Commercial Avenue to 
College Street, and from 
McCord and High Streets 
to East Depot Street are 
included in the historic 
register. 

Springfield was one of 
two locations in Kentucky 
to be listed on the regis-
ter last month, along with 
several properties on Main 
Street in Harrodsburg.

The listing does not 
require anything of own-
ers, and according to 
Nell Haydon, director of 
Springfield Main Street/
Renaissance, the new clas-

sification could potential-
ly benefit property own-
ers.

“There are no restric-
tions. You can do anything 
you want to your proper-
ty,” she said. “It does have 
some financial incentives, 
if you wanted to restore 
your property to be his-
torically accurate you 
could qualify for historic 
tax credits and state tax 
credits.”

She added that prop-
erty owners could alter 
the outside of the proper-
ty to be more historically 
accurate, while moderniz-
ing the interior, and still 
receive the tax credits, 
which could entice owners 
to restore their historic 
site.

“We want to make peo-
ple aware that these prop-
erties are on the national 
register, and there are 
financial incentives if 
they want to restore their 

homes,” Haydon said.
Rehabilitation to 

depreciable property 
could return as much as 
40 percent  of the rehab 
cost - 20 percent in invest-
ment (federal) tax credit, 
and 20 percent in home-
owner’s (state) tax credit. 
Non-depreciable (private) 
property can return as 
much as 30 percent in 
home-owner’s tax credit.

Aside from having a 
potential financial ben-
efit for property owners, 
the research behind the 
nomination provides a 
closer look at the history 
of each property. 

Haydon said there 
were close to 130 proper-
ties listed in Springfield’s 
historic district, and she 
and Jennifer Ryall, a sur-
veyor from the University 
of Kentucky, logged the 
detailed history behind 
each one.

Hayden praised Ryall’s 
work, and said it’s impor-
tant to remember the his-
tory of the community.

“We actually have a 
written record of the sig-
nificant properties along 
this corridor now,” she 
said. “It helps us a lot in 
just keeping our history 
alive.”

Marty Perry, National 
Register Coordinator for 
the Kentucky Heritage 
Council, said the list-
ing emphasizes how 
much history is rooted 
in Springfield, and how 
important the communi-
ty’s past still is.

“The main thing that 
National Register listing 
does, is that it confirms 
what you already know: 
that Springfield is a spe-
cial place, a place with a 
history that is valuable, 
and that surrounds the 
people in town,” he said.

He added that the nom-
ination will help people 
in the community that 
want to know more about 
Springfield’s past to take 
notice to things they 
hadn’t before.

“It helps people to rec-
ognize something that 
they otherwise pass daily,” 
Perry said. “The best nom-
ination forms humanize 
us by putting us in great-
er touch with who we are, 
where we came from.”

To find out if your prop-
erty is included in the 
National Register, contact 
Nell Haydon by phone at 
(859) 336-5412 ext. 2 or by 
e-mail at springren2001@
yahoo.com.

For more information, 
visit www.ky.gov/agen-
cies/khc/national_regis-
ter.htm, or contact Marty 
Perry at (502) 564-7005 
ext. 132, or at marty.
perry@ky.gov.


