
LUTZ, Fla. (AP) — After
firing Isiah Thomas, Florida
International is set to re-
place him with another rec-
ognizable name.
Louisville coach Rick

Pitino said Sunday that his
son Richard Pitino is leaving
his staff with the Cardinals
to become the next coach at
FIU, which has posted 12
straight losing seasons. FIU
fired Thomas, a Basketball
Hall of Fame player, on April
6 after going 26-65 in three
seasons.
FIU refused to confirm

that Pitino and the Panthers
had agreed on a deal, and
players had not yet been
told of the move by any
school officials as of Sunday
afternoon.
“You know I’m delighted,

but I’m going miss (him)
terribly,” Rick Pitino said. “I
think one of the great things
in 35 years of coaching was
spending three years with
him. Watch him grow as a
basketball coach, and you
sort of don’t want it to end.”
Rick Pitino spoke Sunday

after completing play in the
Encompass Insurance Pro-
Am. FIU director of sports
and entertainment Pete
Garcia did not return phone
calls, text messages and
email seeking comment,
and he has not spoken pub-
licly since firing Thomas.
Richard Pitino also did

not return messages.
“It’s his opportunity,” Rick

Pitino said. “It was his deci-
sion, not that I was against it.
But I would have loved to
been with him a few more
years.”
Richard Pitino spent this

past season back with the
Cardinals and helped them
to the Final Four after work-
ing for the previous two
years as an assistant at
Florida. Richard Pitino also
was a Louisville assistant
from 2007 through 2009,
plus has worked at
Duquesne, Northeastern

and the College of
Charleston.
Rick Pitino was 25 when

he landed his first college
coaching job. At 29, his son
is about to get his first
chance to run a program on

his own. 
Thomas’ firing has cre-

ated a sense of disarray
around the Panthers’ pro-
gram. 
The Panthers were 8-21

this past season.

By STEPHEN HAWKINS

AP Sports Writer

FORT WORTH, Texas  —
While the 49-race winless
streak was wearing some-
what on Greg Biffle, there
were also enough encourag-
ing signs during the 18-
month drought that he
would win more races.
“It will take years off your

life. I’ve probably lost sev-
eral,” Biffle said. “What kept
me going or what keeps your
spirit up is when you run
good. ... We have run good,
we just hadn’t finished.”
Until getting to Texas,

where Jack Roush’s drivers
have always been good.
Biffle held on tight in the

fastest Sprint Cup race ever
on the 1 1/2-mile, high-
banked track, pulling away
after charging below Jimmie
Johnson for a winning pass
with 30 laps remaining on a
windy and fast-paced Satur-
day night.
The NASCAR Sprint Cup

season points leader after
five consecutive races now
has a victory to go with that
lofty status.
“To win like this and put a

bunch of ground on the guys
behind us certainly makes a
statement, I think, for all the
people that were wondering
if this was kind of a fluke that
we were still leading the
points this far in,” Biffle said.
For Roush, it was his

ninth victory in 23 Cup races
at Texas, and completed a
weekend sweep in the Lone
Star State. The team owner
won his ninth Nationwide
race in Texas, and fourth in

a row, when Ricky Sten-
house Jr. went to Victory
Lane on Friday night.
After passing Johnson

with a strong move deep
down in Turn 3 — “I knew
the team would forgive me if
I wrecked it trying to beat
him,” Biffle said — the No. 16
Ford went on to a 3.2-sec-
ond victory with an average
speed of 160.577 mph.
Biffle’s 17th career victory

was his first since an Octo-
ber 2010 race in Kansas.
A decade after winning

the Nationwide Series sea-
son championship, maybe
this could be the year the 42-
year-old Biffle becomes the
first driver with a NASCAR
series trifecta of titles.
“When I moved from the

Truck Series to Nationwide,
it was a huge step. It was
much, much harder. And
when I moved from the Na-
tionwide to the Cup Series, I
had no idea that the compe-
tition was going to be what it
was,” he said. “I knew it was
going to be hard. ... But this
year is my year.”
Johnson led three times

for 156 of the 334 laps while
going for owner Rick Hen-
drick’s 200th victory. But the
five-time Cup champion
never recovered, even
scraping the No. 48 Chevro-
let hard into the wall trying
to catch up after Biffle drove
under him and passed him
for the final time.
“I’m definitely disap-

pointed, but we had a great
race car,” said Johnson, who
had led only 119 laps com-
bined his first 17 Texas
starts. “I just got tangled up

in some lapped traffic and
the No. 16 made a great
move and got by me.”
It was Johnson’s fifth run-

ner-up finish in Texas.
Mark Martin was third in

a Michael Waltrip-owned
Toyota, while his teammate
and polesitter Martin Truex
Jr. led 69 laps and finished
sixth, his fourth consecutive
top 10 this season. Hendrick
driver Jeff Gordon was
fourth.
Matt Kenseth was fifth for

his 14th top-10 finish at
Texas. Biffle’s teammate
snapped his 76-race winless
streak there last April, has
won three more races since
and is second in points.
Even with wind gusts

consistently exceeding 30
mph and more, there were

only two cautions. Both yel-
low flags were for debris,
once for a cap tumbling
around on the track, before
the final 234 laps were under
green.
That was 112 more laps

than the previous Texas
record for consecutive
green-flag laps. For most of
them, cars were spread out
and not too close to each
other.
“The wind was a huge

factor, yeah. The wind was
hard,” Biffle said. “That’s
probably why nobody
wrecked because everybody
was so (cautious). I got a
hole wore in my hand from
holding onto the steering
wheel. It was tough. The
wind was blowing you all
over the place.”

Biffle also won at Texas in
2005.
He led seven times for 90

laps, but still spent much of
the night chasing Johnson.
Finally, after making up

some ground during green-
flag stops and “driving the
thing sideways around the
corner trying to catch” John-
son, Biffle finally figured out
where to make his move.
That was in Turn 3 on lap

304.
“I was surprised I didn’t

have to deal with him any-
more,” Biffle said. “I thought
he would be right there.”
But Johnson wasn’t, and

was so far back in the closing
laps that Biffle had to ask his
spotter if that was the No. 48
car way back in his rearview
mirror.
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DARIUS
MILLER
WILL BE
SIGNING
AUTOGRAPHS

at

on SATURDAY APRIL 21st
from 11:30-1:00

Larry Vaught will 
also be attending 

and signing 
the new book 
“Elite Eighth”

Refreshments will be provided by
 and other local vendors

Located on Nicholasville Rd near Brannon Crossing

CHAMPIONSHIP SALES EVENT

Is your nest egg growing 
like it should?

Investments earning 
up to 7.2% interest
Auto • Home • Life • Health  
Cancer • Commercial

Rick McCowan
1402 Hustonville Road, 

Danville, KY
(859) 236-6677

Kentucky 1st
Insurance

Biffle finally 
wins again

in Texas

Mobile 500

The Associated Press
NASCAR Sprint Cup-Samsung 

Mobile 500 Results
Saturday

At Texas Motor Speedway
Lap length: 1.5 miles

(Start position in parentheses)

1. (3) Greg Biffle, Ford, 334 laps, 137.4 rating, 47
points, $540,850.
2. (10) Jimmie Johnson, Chevrolet, 334, 131.5, 44,
$361,501.
3. (4) Mark Martin, Toyota, 334, 115.7, 41, $232,690.
4. (34) Jeff Gordon, Chevrolet, 334, 105.8, 41,
$250,401.
5. (2) Matt Kenseth, Ford, 334, 116.5, 40, $212,901.
6. (1) Martin Truex Jr., Toyota, 334, 114.8, 39,
$190,904.
7. (5) Kasey Kahne, Chevrolet, 334, 96.7, 37,
$148,565.
8. (20) Carl Edwards, Ford, 334, 89.1, 36, $176,156.
9. (15) Kevin Harvick, Chevrolet, 334, 100.7, 35,
$175,651.
10. (16) Dale Earnhardt Jr., Chevrolet, 334, 93.7, 34,
$135,940.
11. (17) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 334, 87.2, 33, $171,863.
12. (13) Denny Hamlin, Toyota, 334, 86.7, 32,
$166,221.
13. (27) Kurt Busch, Chevy, 333, 80, 31, $148,638.
14. (9) Jamie McMurray, Chevrolet, 333, 88.7, 30,
$151,513.
15. (12) A J Allmendinger, Dodge, 333, 82.9, 29,
$159,805.
16. (25) Juan Pablo Montoya, Chevrolet, 333, 70.4,
28, $148,546.
17. (18) Clint Bowyer, Toyota, 333, 76.2, 27,
$142,794.
18. (11) P. Menard, Chevy, 333, 76.8, 26, $121,980.
19. (14) Joey Logano, Toyota, 333, 66.5, 25,
$120,380.
20. (7) M. Ambrose, Ford, 333, 95.7, 25, $139,863.
21. (6) Ryan Newman, Chevy 332, 70.1, 23,
$149,938.
22. (23) Aric Almirola, Ford, 332, 62.1, 22, $144,616.
23. (26) Regan Smith, Chevrolet, 332, 58.8, 21,
$130,238.
24. (29) Tony Stewart, Chevrolet, 332, 56.7, 20,
$154,305.
25. (22) Casey Mears, Ford, 331, 59.9, 19, $117,663.
26. (31) D. Reutimann, Chevy, 331, 51.6, 18,
$101,380.
27. (30) Bobby Labonte, Toyota, 330, 51.5, 17,
$119,413.
28. (19) Trevor Bayne, Ford, 330, 58.2, 0, $98,255.
29. (24) Jeff Burton, Chevrolet, 330, 63, 15,
$136,230.
30. (28) Landon Cassill, Toyota, 330, 45.7, 14,
$123,350.
31. (35) David Gilliland, Ford, 328, 44.7, 13,
$100,627.
32. (39) Reed Sorenson, Ford, 327, 36, 0, $97,980.
33. (36) J.J. Yeley, Toyota, 325, 33.9, 11, $88,880.
34. (42) Tony Raines, Chevrolet, 323, 36, 10,
$95,780.
35. (21) David Ragan, Ford, 313, 47.2, 10, $86,655.
36. (8) Brad Keselowski, Dodge, 312, 81, 8,
$123,250.
37. (41) Dave Blaney, Chevrolet, vibration, 228, 35.9,
7, $84,405.
38. (37) Travis Kvapil, Toyota, engine, 114, 41.3, 6,
$91,257.
39. (32) Josh Wise, Ford, vibration, 66, 30.5, 5,
$79,800.
40. (43) Mike Bliss, Toyota, brakes, 38, 29.6, 0,
$79,650.
41. (33) Michael McDowell, Ford, vibration, 36, 33.4,
3, $79,490.
42. (40) Scott Riggs, Chevrolet, vibration, 25, 27.9, 2,
$79,395.
43. (38) Scott Speed, Ford, overheating, 13, 27.4, 1,
$79,724.

———

Race Statistics
Average Speed of Race Winner: 160.577 mph.
Time of Race: 3 hours, 7 minutes, 12 seconds.
Margin of Victory: 3.235 seconds.
Caution Flags: 2 for 10 laps.
Lead Changes: 18 among 7 drivers.
Leaders Summary (Driver, Times Led, Laps Led):
J.Johnson, 3 times for 156 laps; G.Biffle, 7 times for
90 laps; M.Truex Jr., 4 times for 69 laps; M.Kenseth,
2 times for 15 laps; J.Gordon, 1 time for 2 laps;
M.Ambrose, 1 time for 1 lap; D.Ragan, 1 time for 1
lap.

Points Leaders
1. Greg Biffle, 273; 2. Matt Kenseth, 254; 3. Dale
Earnhardt Jr., 254; 4. Martin Truex Jr., 253; 5. Kevin
Harvick, 249; 6. Denny Hamlin, 242; 7. Tony Stewart,
234; 8. Jimmie Johnson, 233; 9. Ryan Newman, 225;
10. Clint Bowyer, 219; 11. Carl Edwards, 215; 12.
Paul Menard, 192.

Rick Pitino says son 
will be new FIU coach 
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Driver Greg Biffle celebrates after winning the NASCAR Sprint Cup Series race at Texas Motor Speedway
Saturday that kept him on tops of the points race.
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Louisville head coach Rick Pitino says his son, Richard, is set to leave
his staff to become the new head coach at Florida International.


