
K
entucky’s drug abuse
problem is a lot of
problems. It’s a per-
sonal crisis for tens of

thousands, it’s a plague for
thousands of  families, it’s a
drain on law enforcement at
every level, it’s an expense for
employers and government.
And it’s a huge public health

problem. More Kentuckians die
from drug overdoses than car
crashes.
Some drug dependency arises

when people treat symptoms
with pain killers because they
don’t have access to or can’t af-
ford the medical care they really
need. There are also doctors who
make a lot of money prescribing
pain killers for almost all comers.
Compounding all this is a

shortage of treatment for people
trying to fight their dependency.
There has been a 900 percent in-
crease in people seeking treat-
ment for substance addiction in
Kentucky in the past decade. 
Kentucky is one of  the few

states that doesn’t offer sub-
stance-abuse treatment through
Medicaid. That will change soon.
The Legislature has approved
Gov. Steve Beshear’s proposal to
add $11.6 million in Medicaid
funding the first year of the bien-
nial budget to treat about 4,500

people, increasing to $14.9 million
and an additional 1,300 people the
second year.
Drug or alcohol abuse is a fac-

tor in the vast majority of  cases
when a child dies or almost dies
from abuse or neglect. So, Ken-
tucky is giving priority for treat-
ment to parents with custody of
young children. This is only now
possible because of  the Afford-
able Care Act of  2010, otherwise
known as Obamacare, which pro-
vides the flexibility to target cer-
tain populations for care.
House Bill 4, aimed at giving

law enforcement more tools to
track doctors who prescribe
painkillers inappropriately or il-
legally, has not fared so well. It

would move thejoin figth Ken-
tucky All Scheduled Prescription
Electronic Reporting system
(KASPER) from health services
to the office of the attorney gen-
eral, create a user fee to fund it
and give law enforcement more
access to information about
physicians who prescribe
painkillers and patients who use
them.
The Kentucky Medical Associ-

ation — protective of  its mem-
bers’ pocketbooks, the privacy of
the physician-patient relation-
ship and patients who legitimate-
ly need these medications — op-
poses HB 4, calling for “a broader
discussion” aimed at finding a
“balanced approach.” ...
The Kentucky medical com-

munity, through KMA or other
channels, needs to join this fight.
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$5 billion-plus
Despite their high price tags,
replacing bridges essential  

T
he two-part, $10 billion,
six-year road plan ap-
proved by the General
Assembly  Thursday

calls for $2.6 billion to be spent
on two bridges across the Ohio
River in Louisville. Those are
two bridges that nearly every-
one agrees are absolutely essen-
tial and should no longer be de-
layed. 
However, the Louisville proj-

ects are not the only extremely
costly bridge projects Kentucky
is facing. Yet to be funded is the
replacement of the aging Brent
Spence Bridge that carries Inter-
state 75 traffic over the Ohio Riv-
er between Cincinnati and Cov-
ington. That project is expected
to cost a whopping $2.4 billion.
Ohio will share the cost of the

Cincinnati project while Indiana
will share the cost in Louisville.
While we live many miles

from either Louisville or Cincin-
nati, we consider both projects
of equal importance not only to
Louisville and northern Ken-
tucky but to the entire state.
Much of  the commercial and
personal traffic that travels
through this community also
goes through either Louisville
or Cincinnati and many of  us
have used the bridges that will
be replaced in the two metropol-
itan areas many times. 
While the $10 billion road plan

the General Assembly has ap-
proved calls for design work on
the two Louisville bridges dur-
ing the next two years, legisla-
tors have yet to approve funding
for that work. That’s a major
reason why the General Assem-
bly will be meeting in a special
session that begins today.
However, work on replacing

the Brent Spence bridge  is not
included in the six-year plan.
Planners are still considering
three plans for the new bridge,
which will be built just west of
the one it will replace. The proj-
ect is eight years into the plan-

ning stage and still at least three
years away from the beginning
of construction.
The bridge is 48 years old. The

double-deck span is functionally
obsolete, overcrowded and
deemed unsafe. The preferred
design would preserve access to
Covington from southbound In-
terstate 75.
“We have to get these con-

cerns addressed in the most ap-
propriate way, because at the
end of the day, we have to build
a bridge. And it has to be built so
that it invigorates economic ac-
tivity and provides greater safe-
ty,” said Mark Policinski, execu-
tive director of  the Ohio Ken-
tucky Indiana Regional Council
of Governments.
The public will get a chance to

comment on the design during
public hearings scheduled for
April 24 and 25.
“We’re going to present every-

thing we’ve done to date, and
then present information about
why we’re making the recom-
mendations we are, and we’re
looking for public input back,”
said Stefan Spinosa, project
manager for the Ohio Depart-
ment of Transportation.
The biggest impact of  the 7.8

mile I-75 overhaul would be felt
in areas near the Ohio River, in-
cluding Covington and Queens-
gate, Ohio.
The estimated $2.48 billion

price tag for the entire project in-
cludes the interstate overhaul in
both states, work planned for
the existing bridge and con-
struction of a new bridge.
It likely will be at least 10

years before the Brent Spence
bridge is replaced and combined
with the bridges in Louisville,
the total cost is likely to be more
than $5 billion. 
Costly? You bet. Essential?

Absolutely. The question is not
if the project will be funded, but
how.   
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If Lugar loses the primary,
GOP won’t capture Senate

efore we plunge into to-
day's topic, try this
Quickie Quiz:
Q: Name the Repub-

lican senator who, according to
Congressional Quarterly voting
records, most often supported
Ronald Reagan's agenda during
his eight-year presidency.
(A) Ted Stevens of Alaska
(B) Jesse Helms of North Car-

olina
(C) Howard Baker of Ten-

nessee
(D) Dan Quayle of Indiana
(E) Richard Lugar of

Indiana
Q: Name the Republi-

can senator whose 2012
re-election was once con-
sidered the Senate's
surest thing, but was tar-
geted for defeat by con-
servatives — even
though their effort may
kill GOP hopes of captur-
ing the Senate.
(Here's a hint: He has proba-

bly done more than anyone else
to generate new jobs in his state.
Need another? Here's a second
hint: He has probably done more
than anyone else now in the
Senate to secure America's
homeland in today's age of ter-
rorism. OK, here's a final hint: If
you got the first question right,
you'll get this one, too. Which
makes it way too easy, since he's
the only one on the list who still
is in the Senate.)
Yes, the correct answer to

both questions is Richard Lugar
of Indiana.
He is celebrating his 80th

birthday this week by cam-
paigning harder than any of us
thought he'd ever have to again.
Believe me, he has to. And that's
a fact that tells us much about
what has gone terribly wrong in
the once-Grand Old Party.
Lugar may be the best of

what the Republican Party —
and for that matter, the Demo-
cratic Party — has to offer us.
Lugar is famous for being a cen-
trist — yet he has always voted
consistently to his conservative
economic principles. A quiet
man seeking his sixth term in

the Senate, Lugar famous-
ly teamed with then-Sen.
Sam Nunn, D-Ga., to help
safeguard the U.S. home-
land a decade before al
Qaida terrorists showed
us that even our home-
land can be vulnerable.
The Nunn-Lugar pro-
gram famously secured
many of the world's so-

called loose nukes.
But in Indiana, folks know all

about that, but not surprisingly,
they care most these days about
what voters in every state care
about most of all: Jobs. That is
where Lugar has done some of
his most valuable — but not al-
ways best-known — work.
Again, he got into the business
of creating jobs in Indiana early.
He pushed a 1979 plan that
saved Chrysler back when it ap-
peared the automaker was
about to be put up on cement
blocks. He required Chrysler to
get rid of much of its subsidiary
work. That created small com-
panies in Indiana to manufac-
ture specific items. Example:
One Indiana entrepreneur put
his neighbors to work making
rubber seals for doors of
Chrysler vehicles.
Lugar also pushed to develop

ethanol, the alternative fuel
made from corn, not Middle

East oil. Ethanol has been justi-
fiably criticized as being too
costly to produce — notably be-
cause of the costs of trucking
corn to refineries. Now, small re-
fineries are being built near the
cornfields. Ethanol has created
thousands of jobs in Indiana.
Lugar's family still operates a
farm outside Indianapolis that
grows corn, soybeans and black
walnuts. But in the Senate, Lu-
gar, ever conservative, fights to
cut corn subsidies.
Enter Richard Mourdock. He's

Indiana's little-known state
treasurer, a staunch conserva-
tive who gained Tea Party-move-
ment backing in his challenge of
Lugar in Indiana's May 8 pri-
mary. Mourdock's mantra is that
bipartisanship is what is wrong
with America — and that we
need more partisanship. Even if
it means gridlock. He is funded
by conservative groups, includ-
ing Club for Growth and Free-
dom-Works.
The latest poll shows Lugar

with a narrow lead of just 42
percent to 35 percent. They are
statistically tied among regis-
tered Republicans. But inde-
pendents and Democrats can
vote in Indiana's GOP primary.
The only way Republicans can

lose this Senate seat is if  Lugar
loses to Mourdock. And that
could cost Republicans their
best chance of capturing the
Senate in November.
Abba Eban's famous observa-

tion, spoken long ago by the late
Israeli foreign minister about
Palestinians, applies aptly to the
2012 Republicans: "They never
miss an opportunity to miss an
opportunity."

MARTIN SCHRAM writes political
analysis for Scripps Howard News
Service. His email address is
martin.schram@gmail.com.

B MARTIN
SCHRAM
Syndicated
columnist

LUGAR

“In Your View” letters regard-
ing races on the May 22 primary
ballot are limited to no more
than 150 words.
Only election letters that dis-

cuss specific campaign issues
will be published. Letters that
are simply personal endorse-
ments of a candidate will not be

published. Letters that appear
to be part of an organized cam-
paign will not be published.
Candidates may not write let-
ters on their own behalf.
The deadline for receiving let-

ters regarding the May 22 pri-
mary is 4 p.m., May 15. 
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