
ROSWELL, N.M. (AP) The
owner of  a New Mexico
slaughterhouse is defending
his plan to become the first
plant in the nation since
2007 to handle horses after
an outcry from politicians
and animal activists.
In interviews with the

Roswell Daily Record and
the Albuquerque Journal on
Friday, Valley Meat Co. own-
er Rick De Los Santos said
he’s trying to revive his fail-
ing business and that what
he’s proposing is legal.
The horses he plans to

process are being slaugh-
tered anyway in Mexico and
his operation would be over-
seen by the U.S. Department
of  Agriculture and meet
much higher standards, he
said.
The company’s applica-

tion for federal inspections
at the plant just outside
Roswell triggered an outcry
when it became public Fri-
day, with New Mexico Gov.
Susana Martinez calling on
the USDA to deny his appli-
cation. 
If  his application to the

USDA is approved, De Los
Santos said horse meat will
be exported to Mexico and
be for Mexican consump-
tion. He said the exportation
of horse carcasses might be

a better option than export-
ing live horses to Mexico,
which involves holding the
horses at the border. De Los
Santos also said horse
slaughter methods in Mexi-
co may be less humane than
in the United States.
“There’s no regulation as

to how they (slaughter hors-
es) in Mexico,” De Los San-
tos told the Daily Record.
“It’s nowhere close to the
USDA standards.”
Horse slaughter has effec-

tively been blocked since
Congress withheld funds for
USDA inspections of  horse
meat plants in 2006. But a re-
cently passed agriculture
bill provides the money.
De Los Santos said the of-

ficial number for live Amer-
ican horses exported to oth-
er countries for slaughter is
100,000; but the figure may
be closer to 130,000.
“All I’m saying is we can

take some of  those and
slaughter them here,” De
Los Santos told the Journal.
The company, which has a

7,290-square-foot plant on a
10-acre site, has been slaugh-
tering cattle for about 20
years, but has recently been
unable to continue doing
business because the cost of
cattle has risen dramatically
with the recession.

The company that once
had 40 to 45 employees is not
operating. Slaughtering
horses, De Los Santos said,
might be the only way to
save his company. He laid off
his last 10 employees three
weeks ago.
“All we’re doing is trying

to make a living,” he said.
“My whole life is invested in
this business.” He said he
was unaware until recently
that, if  approved, his compa-
ny would be the only slaugh-
terhouse in the United
States to slaughter equines.
The USDA is reviewing

Valley Meat’s application for
a grant of inspection, which
would put federal inspectors
in the plant to oversee the
processing. The agency said
Friday it had earlier rejected
three horse-processing appli-
cations because the plants
would also process cattle.

The USDA’s Food Safety and
Inspection Service bars the
processing of  horses with
any other animal.
If  he receives USDA ap-

proval, De Los Santos told
the Journal he planned to
slaughter 20 to 25 horses per
day to start.

LOS ANGELES (AP) Pamela
Anderson and Lionel Richie
owe the government money.
California tax authorities

said Anderson owes $524,241
in personal income taxes.
The Franchise Tax Board in-
cluded the “Baywatch” star
on a list of  the state’s 500
biggest income-tax delin-
quents posted Friday.
Meanwhile, E! Online re-

ported Richie owes the fed-
eral government $1.1 million
in unpaid taxes and a lien
has been issued warning the
singer’s assets may be seized
if  he doesn’t pay up in a
timely manner.
A message seeking com-

ments from Richie’s publi-
cist wasn’t immediately re-
turned Saturday. A call to
Anderson’s tax attorney,
Robert Leonard, wasn’t im-
mediately returned. 
California law requires

tax authorities to update
and publish the names and
amounts owed by the state’s
500 biggest tax scofflaws
twice a year. 
“When taxpayers do not

pay their fair share, it places
an unfair burden on those
who do,” the tax board said
on its website, which said
the 500 owe the state nearly
$233 million. 
Other notable names on

California’s tax-delinquent
list include CNET co-
founder Halsey Minor, Joe
Francis, the founder of  the
“Girls Gone Wild” video em-
pire, actor Nick Cassavetes

and boxer James Toney.
Minor and his wife, Shan-

non, are on top of the list for
owing the state $10.5 million
in personal income taxes.  
Francis owes $794,000,

Cassavetes, the son of  film-
maker John Cassavetes and
actress Gena Rowlands,
owes $273,000 while Toney
owes $354,000. 
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