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Greenup fire departments get radio grant
By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

GREENUPEleven Greenup Coun-
ty fire departments will share
grant money needed to upgrade
their communications systems
ahead of  an approaching dead-
line. 
Greenup County E-911 Center

Director Buford Hurley an-
nounced Friday the center had se-
cured a $39,000 grant to assist fire
departments in meeting the Fed-
eral Communication Commis-

sion narrowbanding require-
ments before the Jan. 1 deadline.
The funds will purchase portable
radios, mobile radios and pagers,
he said. 
“We will have all the equip-

ment programmed, marked and
delivered to the receiving fire de-
partments by the end of  April,”
Hurley said. 
Narrowbanding is being re-

quired because the number of
available frequencies is running
out, Hurley explained. “They have
to split the frequencies to create
more frequencies to use them in

the pool,” he said. 
Greenup County has 13 fire de-

partments: Flatwoods Russell,
Raceland, Worthington, Wurt-
land, Greenup, South Shore, Load,
Lloyd, Maloneton, Firebrick, Old-
town and Little Sandy. Only Rus-
sell and Flatwoods will not re-
ceive grant funding, according to
Hurley. Both departments have al-
ready purchased the equipment
they need to make the switch.
“This grant is not the complete

answer for the financial concerns
for these fire departments; howev-
er it will help alleviate some of

the financial burden that will
come with meeting this require-
ment,” Hurley said.
He added all the departments in

the county will be responsible for
paying for the reprograming of
radios they already have that are
capable of making the switch over
as well as any additional equip-
ment they need to make their sys-
tem compatible.
Greenup County plans to make

the switch to narrowband fre-
quencies in mid-summer, he said. 
Another grant that will help

pay for the licensing required to

make the radio system work, will
be announced in the coming
weeks, according to Hurley. 
“Grants like this would not be

possible without the assistance of
many people,” he said, “State Rep.
Tanya Pullin (D-100th, South
Shore) along with (Greenup
County) Judge- (Executive Bobby)
Carpenter and the Greenup Fiscal
Court are instrumental in helping
us receive grants like this.”

CARRIE STAMBAUGH can be reached
at cstambaugh@dailyindependent.com
or (606) 326-2653.

A personal
challenge
against
local crime

I
loved summertime. It meant
cranking down the windows
of Dad’s pickup truck, my
long, stringy braids un-

combed and windswept. They
matched its Chevy brown paint.
Daddy always kissed me good-

bye as he left for
Armco, tiptoe-
ing away so I
could sleep in on
those sweet,
warm mornings
off school.
That’s until I

heard the
deputies in the
living room ask-
ing questions.
Some “hood”
that needed his
Mary Jane fix
busted into my

daddy’s pickup with a crow bar,
ripped off his tools and a Cobra
CB radio.
I never felt the same about that

truck. Though wet behind the
ears, I knew someone climbed in-
to the passenger seat; a shady
stranger crept in and committed
a sin right where I sat.
Sorry to say, I’m sure some of

you have the same feeling waking
today.
Recent rashes of night-time car

break-ins, thieving and parking
lot purse-stealing takes me back
to that young morning, the day
innocence got lost — my first
brush with sleazy crime. 
Before then, my Westwood

home was an undisturbed land of
make believe, picking June ap-
ples (dealing with a quick tum-
my-ache), and right back to mu-
sic-making with a twig on the
chain link fence.
Then I learned there are bad

people in the world.
This morning I took out the

trash — a morning chore because
I’m pathetically afraid of the
dark, even though I live in per-
fect, peaceful Bellefonte. I spotted
a thuggish sort of dude walking
on my street, dressed all in black,
his hood popped.
Sure it might be an early morn-

ing jogger. But nowadays — given
the flood of petty crimes to fuel
drug highs about Greenup Coun-
ty — I’m a bit more guarded and
watchful. I dropped the Hefty and
high-tailed it back inside, dissect-
ed him from the window.
I see enhanced police patrols in

my neck of the woods lately.
That’s good. Keep at it. Last day
of school bells will ring soon and
we want our kiddos outdoors,
safe and having fun the way we
did before this area took a violent
turn.
I feel for cops. There once was

time to cruise streets, say hello,
and drop off a calling card for
help if  you felt leery of the new
neighbor or unusual traffic. Now
stacks of incident reports, follow-
ups and investigations get in the
way of walking the beat. 
It comes with the times. Sus-

pects are out there — every-
where.
Those sick and tired of watch-

ing our area as a TV model of the
national war on prescription
drugs and meth say “Aye!”
Take you back. I promised Dad-

dy one day I’d solve the aforemen-
tioned burglary, just like Velma. I
climbed in my imaginary Mys-
tery Machine, and poked and
pried like a meddling kid. Of
course I never cracked the case,
but maybe that’s why I ended up
here. 
I dreamed of making everyone

safer. Please help me.
Small towns like ours observe

National Night Out Against
Crime annually with people illu-
minating porch lights, a quiet ex-
hibit of force against miscon-
ducts and misdemeanors. We
have it here in Ashland in late
summer.
Given the increase of local

crime as of late, I propose a spe-

‘Noon Tunes’ in Morehead
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TOP: Members of Morehead State University's Tuba-Euphonium Ensemble take a bow during the kickoff performance of the "Noon Tunes"
series of lunch concerts on the lawn of the Rowan County Arts Center in Morehead on Friday. LEFT: A member of the  Tuba-Euphonium Ensemble
tunes up before the concert. RIGHT: Morehead State University music student Matthew Long performs with the MSU Tuba-Euphonium Ensem-
ble.

Cash reported stolen from salon locker
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Concert series to
continue through May
“Noon Tunes,” a series of  free concerts

on the lawn of  the Rowan County Arts
Center, opened Friday with the Morehead
State University Tuba-Euphonium Ensem-
ble performing. 
“Noon Tunes” is sponsored by the arts

center, Morehead Tomorrow and More-
head Tourism Commission. Admission is
free. In the event of  rain, the concerts will
be moved to the auditorium of the arts cen-
ter, the former county courthouse at 205 E.
Main St.
Remaining performances include: Fri-

day, MSU Saxophone Quartet; April 27,
MSU Trombone Choir; May 4, KCTM Band;
May 11, MSU Clarinet Ensemble; May 18,
Lisa and Glenn Ginn; and May 25, Rusted
Clay.

By KENNETH HART
The Independent

ASHLAND The following infor-
mation was taken from Ashland
Police Department reports:

Theft
‰Feluchees salon, 808 Black-

burn Ave., on Thursday reported
a man entered the business, got
into an employee locker, stole
cash from a purse that was in the
locker and fled the area.

‰A resident of  the 3300 block
of Oakwood Circle on Wednesday
reported boxes containing batter-

ies and electronic items used to
construct invisible dog fencing
had been
stolen from
his proper-
ty.

‰Two
residents of
the 3200
block of
Crest
Street on
Thursday
reported having items stolen
from their vehicles. One victim
had a GPS unit stolen; the other a
wallet. In both cases, the vehicles

were unlocked.
‰A resident of  the 3400 block

of Charles Street on Wednesday
reported the theft of  a tri-fold
truck bed cover.

‰A woman on Thursday re-
ported someone stole her cell
phone from the counter in the of-
fice of  the Bluegrass Inn, 1835
Winchester Ave.

‰A resident of  the 3100 block
of Winchester Avenue on
Wednesday reported three of her
checks had been stolen, and the
suspects had forged and tried to
cash them.

Burglary
‰A woman living in the 2400

block of  Boone Street on Thurs-
day reported someone broke into
her residence and stole a PlaySta-
tion 3 and controllers, a mini-
notebook computer, an iPad and
a duffel bag.

Domestic violence
‰Police responded to a domes-

tic disturbance in the 2700 block
of Joel Street shortly before 9 p.m.
Thursday and arrested a 39-year-
old man on a misdemeanor as-

See POLICE / Page A7

Recovery workshops planned for tornado towns

By CARRIE STAMBAUGH
The Independent

ASHLAND Three eastern Ken-
tucky towns devastated by the
March tornadoes will host work-
shops this week aimed at helping
them develop long-term recovery
plans.
Bryan Crousore, an emergency

response specialist with World
Church Service, will lead the
workshops to facilitate long-term
recovery committees, which will
work to identify needs in their
towns and pursue the resources
to fulfill them.
West Liberty, Paintsville and

Louisa will host the free work-
shops on Tuesday, Wednesday

and Thursday respectively, from
9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. No registra-
tion is necessary and anyone is in-
vited to attend. 
Crousore said the goal of  the

workshops is to help communi-
ties pursue their “new normal.”
“I hope that when I leave the lo-

cal community, (the) leadership
of that community will be better
prepared than when I came to
identify the issues, the resources
and put together the leadership
and work groups that will be nec-
essary to help people come to a
new normal,” he said. Crousore
explained that after disasters,
communities must incorporate
what has happened to them into
their collective history and create

a new equilibrium where “most
things are acceptable to most peo-
ple, most of the time.” 
“A generation from now people

will look back and say that hap-
pened to our community and we
survived and we built it back bet-
ter, stronger and safer,” he said. 
Crousore has firsthand experi-

ence with the task. He has lived in
a number of communities devas-
tated by natural disasters includ-
ing growing up on a Mississippi
River town, where he “learned to
muck out a house before I learned
to do long-division.” He also lived
near Xenia, Ohio, when it was
flattened by a tornado in 1974.
Then, in 1993, he was working at
a church that took on 17 feet of

water when the Missouri and Mis-
sissippi Rivers overwhelmed their
banks and damaged every home
in the small town, he said. 
Eventually those experiences

led him to his work with World
Church Service, which is a hu-

Louisa, West Liberty, Paintsville will host sessions Workshop times, 
locations:
‰Tuesday: Morehead State Uni-

versity at West Liberty, 155 Univer-
sity Drive. 
‰Wednesday: Mayo Memorial

United Methodist Church, 412
Court St., Paintsville. 
‰Thursday: Father Beiting Ap-

palachian Mission Center, 332
Riverbend Road, Louisa.  
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