
If you missed former-
Senator Rick Santorum’s
interview with ABC’s
George Stephanopolous  this
weekend or the subsequent
media coverage you missed a
telling and scary look into a
possible future America
where a President is ruled by
his personal religious beliefs
instead of the law of the
land. Santorum bizarrely
took the opportunity to twist,
misquote and misrepresent a
speech given by John
Kennedy in 1960 as he stood
as the first major Catholic
presidential candidate. In
short, Kennedy’s speech in
Dallas was to assure Baptist
ministers that he would not
be taking orders from the
Vatican, saying he would act
“in accordance with what my
conscience tells me to be in
the national interest, and
without regard to outside
religious pressure or dic-
tates.” Kennedy told the
Texas Baptists that he
believed in an America
where the separation of
church and state is absolute.
Santorum said that this kind
of talk made him want to
“throw up.”

Most telling was
Candidate Santorum’s
response to a question from a
self-described Buddhist who
wanted to know how he fit

into Santorum’s America.
Santorum disingenuously
said that all views are wel-
come but that is a canard for
it is antithetical to the whole
idea of faith with which
Santorum would rule his new
theocracy. The fact that faith
derives from belief without
proof makes it exclusionary
and unfit as a leadership phi-
losophy. If Santorum’s faith
is true, and by definition, it
has to be true to him, that
means that most likely yours
is wrong.

This, of course, is how
Iran is run and the Taliban
governed Afghanistan. If
your faith, or your personal
interpretation thereof, allows
it, all nonbelievers are fair
game. Anyone who does not
abide within that system is
without rights and not wel-
come. The Catholic profes-
sion of faith, derived from
the Nicene Council and First
Council of Constantinople in
the 4th Century, has been the
yardstick of orthodoxy for
centuries; sway from the for-
mula and you were a heretic.
Can you possibly want a
country governed like this?

If you ask the Catholic
Church, the answer would be
a resounding, “No.” On
ABC, Santorum  maliciously
misinterpreted Kennedy’s
speech, telling viewers that

Kennedy said there was no
place for religion in the pub-
lic square. Kennedy’s speech
is widely published and if
you read it you will find that
nowhere does he use the
term “public square.”
Kennedy was no more sig-
naling a ban on religious
speech than he was flying a
kite, but Santorum is gam-
bling that you won’t read the
speech and be scared into
voting for him, which is an
insult to your intelligence
and a surprisingly desperate
act for one sitting as com-
fortably in the polls as the
candidate. 

Kennedy’s views on the
role of religion in public

debate was much more in
line with what many
Catholics believe today. Last
year, Paul  Loverde, the bish-
op of the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Arlington, Va.
wrote, “The Catholic
Church is not a political
party nor does She endorse
political parties or candi-
dates. She does not take
sides in elections and politi-
cal debates as would an
interest group or civil associ-
ation. However, the Church
does have a place in the pub-
lic square, but Her place is
unique. Her role is to inform
public debate about the uni-
versal truths and principles
of a just society rather than

to make specific policies or
to promote candidates for
office. ... These natural law
principles can be discussed
by all people of good will
who are open to rational dis-
course and truth. Thus, the
Church reminds voters and
those in public life of the law
written in their hearts and of
that law’s necessary role in
maintaining an equitable and
harmonious society.”

One thing Kennedy did
say in his speech that
Santorum failed to mention
was, “But if the time should
ever come..when my office
would require me to violate
my conscience or violate
national interest, then I

would resign the office, and I
hope any conscientious pub-
lic servant would do the
same.” Despite perfunctory
nods to other religious
views, Santorum has already
clearly stated, on issues of
women’s rights, education,
birth control and abortion-
he has argued that rape vic-
tims should be compelled
to carry any resultant child
to term-that his personal
religious beliefs would rule
his actions. Such a convic-
tion, in the face of the
Constitution, public law
and the oath of office
makes Santorum a danger-
ous and unacceptable
choice for president. 
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Santorum’s no
Jack Kennedy
and vice versa 

By Charles C. Haynes

Few church-state battles
in American history have
had as many byzantine
twists and turns as Bronx
Household of Faith v.
Board of Education of the
City of New York.

For 17 long years,
Bronx Household of Faith
– a small evangelical
church that meets in a
New York City public
school on Sundays – has
fought to overturn New
York City’s policy barring
worship services in public
schools. Throughout the
legal battle, courts have
allowed churches to con-
tinue meeting in schools.

After a roller-coaster
ride of wins and losses for
both sides, the end
appeared near last June
after the 2nd U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals upheld
the school district’s poli-
cy. According to the
appeals court, New York
City’s policy is constitu-
tionally permissible – but
not constitutionally
required.

When the U.S.
Supreme Court declined
to review the lower court
decision in December,
the case was finally over
– or was it?

Undaunted by defeat,
Bronx Household went
back to court this month
with a different argu-
ment. Having lost on
free-speech grounds (the
church argued that the
district’s policy was

viewpoint discrimina-
tion), Bronx Household
now charges that the
school board violates
religious freedom
because “it disqualifies
the Church from using
the schools because it
engages in worship.”

Last week, on Feb. 16,
federal district Judge
Loretta Preska breathed
new life into the case
when she ruled that the
church’s religious-free-
dom argument was likely
to prevail. The judge
issued a 10-day tempo-
rary restraining order
preventing the district
from excluding worship
services from schools.

But the very next day,
the appeals court “clari-
fied” the restraining
order, ruling that it
applied only to Bronx
Household. As a result,
the 50 other city church-
es using schools for serv-
ices will have to find
other places to worship –
at least until Bronx
Household wins another
round.

Both sides are deter-
mined to fight on.

New York City school
officials are convinced
that allowing weekly
worship services in pub-
lic schools endorses reli-
gion in violation of the
establishment clause of
the First Amendment.
Young children, they
argue, might miscon-
strue the use of schools
by churches as favoring

one religion over others.
Church leaders count-

er that they use the
buildings for services
only when students
aren’t around. Moreover,
if other community
groups are allowed to
rent the space in non-
school hours, then reli-
gious groups seeking
worship space should
receive equal treatment.

In sorting through
what’s at stake in this
case, keep in mind that
the Supreme Court has
already ruled that when a
public school allows
community groups to use
its facilities, it may not
exclude a group with a
religious viewpoint. For
example, if the Kiwanis
Club is given space, then
the Good News Club
must also be given space
– even if the Good News
Club meetings include
prayers, singing of
hymns and other ele-
ments of devotion or
worship.

But the city Board of
Education wants to make
a distinction between
religious expression and
worship (allowed under
Supreme Court rulings)
and worship services
(not allowed under the
school district’s policy).

This distinction raises
difficult questions. When
exactly does a meeting
with elements of worship
become a “worship serv-
ice”? Are religious
groups that gather in

silence or practice medi-
tation in or out?
Requiring school offi-
cials to draw these lines
about the meaning and
scope of “worship”
could be a recipe for
church-state entangle-
ment in violation of the
establishment clause.

These issues may soon
be resolved – not by the
courts, but by the New
York State Legislature.

Earlier this month, the
state Senate acted to
trump the city’s policy
by passing legislation
requiring the school dis-
trict to give churches the
same access to school
facilities as other groups.
If the legislation passes
the Assembly, then the
court battle would finally
be over.

Deep emotions ani-
mate both sides. But tak-
ing a step back from the
fray, it’s hard for me to
see how permitting reli-
gious groups to use pub-
lic schools for worship
services in non-school
hours rises to the level of
state establishment or
endorsement of religion.

Separating church
from state is essential for
religious freedom. But
when taken too far, “sep-
aration” sends a message
of government hostility
toward religion.

Charles C. Haynes is
director of the Religious
Freedom Education
Project at the Newseum.

In New York City, does church-school
separation go too far?Editor,

The Health and Welfare
committee of the Kentucky
House of Representatives
unanimously passed HB 364
on February 16. This was a
critical vote not only as a first
step towards a solution to our
broken child welfare system; it
was a committee of legislators
doing what is right for
Kentucky’s most innocent,
vulnerable and overlooked
suffering citizens.

S ta te -agency-chi ldren ,
those in the temporary or per-
manent custody of the Cabinet
for Health and Family
Services, are the ultimate
responsibility of state govern-
ment. 

I applaud Representative
Yonts, the cosponsors
of the bill, and the entire com-
mittee for hearing and acting
on behalf of these kids. Now,
will making the needs of this
voiceless population remain a
priority as HB 364
goes to the Appropriations and
Revenue Committee?

Families, not government
should raise children.
However, when families, for
any reason, cannot or will not
provide safe places to live, car-
ing oversight, sufficient food,
and unconditional
love to the children, someone
else must.

Every day, individuals, fam-
ilies, businesses and govern-
ments have to make tough
budget decisions. Wisdom dic-
tates that we make decisions
carefully, giving full consider-
ation of what is truly impor-
tant. It is not easy or comfort-
able, but when money is tight,
a line must be established
between the things that are

essential and the things that
are optional; betweenthe many
issues that are important
and the ones that are a must.
Shouldn’t the neglected,
abused, victimized kids of
Kentucky be a frontline issue
at the top of the priority list for
us?

The violence and damage
done to a child by a parent or
guardian not only harms that
child, but all too often, that
cycle of abuse is repeated
in the next generation. Recent
headlines across Kentucky
have made it quite evident that
child abuse
continues to plague every
county in Kentucky.
Lawmakers must
work to make sure that there is
adequate funding to prevent
and identify abuse, hold those
accountable who have abused,
and most importantly, help
those children who have suf-
fered.

New or renovated sports are-
nas, park projects, community
centers and other revenue-
demanding initiatives can all be
beneficial to society, but when
those things take precedence
over the well-being and safety
of our children, it signals that
we have confused our priorities.

Our elected officials are
under public scrutiny; they can-
not please us all. However, I
think we can all agree
that the House Health and
Welfare Committee deserve our
thanks and support for
putting the kids first. Good job.
Now we ask the Appropriations
and Revenue
Committee to do the same.

William K. Smithwick
President and CEO

Sunrise Children’s Services
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