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LOOKING BACK 

ON THIS DATE IN 1U9,Joan 
of Arc entered besieged 
Orlean! to lead a French 
victory over the English. 

IN 1991, a cyclone struck 
the South Asiall country of 
Bangladesh, claiming an es
timated 138,000 live~. 

IN 1992, rioting erupted in 
Los Angeles after a jury in 
Simi Valley. Calif., aCljuit. 
ted four Los Angeles police 
officers of almost all stale 
charges in the videotaped 
beating of Rodney King. 

IN HARDIN COUNTY 
30 YEARS AGO, a man who 

stole two 130-year-old stain
ed glass windows from 
Morning Star Baptist Chur
ch seven years previously 
fel! remorse, found religion 
and retumed the windows. 
Because of the voluntary ef· 
fort to return the windows, 
no atTest or prosecution was 
planned. 

20 YEARS AGO, Tammy 
McNabb, a teacher at New 
Highland Elementary 
School, was the first winner 
of Hardin County Schools' 
Alpha Award. She received 
$600 from Dow Coming 
Corp., co-sponsor of the 
award, aud was honored at 
a school assembly. 
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LOCAL NEW S AND NOTE S FROM AROUND KENTUGKIANA 

Sentence handed down 
in hotel case 

Daugherty condemned to 20 years in prison 
By SARAH BEN NETT 

.<ben n.,t@ll>tntw"n,.rpri",.com 

An Indiana man was sentenced 
to 20 years in prison J.'riday in 
Hardin Circuit Court, to months 
after Elizabethtown police found 
his wife and her cat, Honey, dead 
on a Holiday Inn Express bed. 

Lonnie Daugherty of Nobles
vine, Ind., pleaded guilty in March 
to charges of murder and second
degree animal cruelty. He told p0-
lice he strangled his wife, Michele 
D. Daugherty, because she wanted 
to commit suicide but could lIot 
complete the act herself. 

In a statement read by his attor
ney, public defender David Stew
art, Daugherty apologized to his 
wife's family, several of whom 
were present Friday in courl 

SAbH~"""'_~ 

lonnte Daugherty, far rtght, recet~ed a sentence 20 year. In the strangltng 
deaths of hts wife and her cat. Thetr bodies were dlKo~ered Jllno 25 at the 
Hol iday Inn ~pressln Elizabethtown. 

"\Vhat I've done cannot be ex
cused or changcd,~ the statement 
read. 

The 38-year-old claimed he act· 
ed oUI of compassion and at the re
quest of his wife, whom he be
lieved was depressed as well as 
"temlinally ill and in pain.~ The 
couple had been married for 10 
years at the lime of her death june 
25 and were ill Elizabethtowu on 
vacation. 

"No matter what, 1 still love 
Michele," his statement read. 

Hardin County Coroner Dr. Hill 
Lee said Michele Daugherty'S au
topsy showed no signs of a life
threatening condition. 

Although there were some gall 
stones alld a high level of drugs in 
her system, Lee said there was 
nothing that would require med
ical treatment, 

In court, j udge Kelly Mark 
Easton referred to the case as "very 
disturbing. ~ Based on the evi
dence, he said the victim could not 
have participated ill the act. 

"No one who was not in that 
room will ever really know what 
was ~oing on or what the mind set 
was, Easton said. "The court com
pletely rejec.ts the idea of assisted 

"The court completely 
rejects the idea of 
assisted suicide. This 
is murder/J 

JlIdge Kelly Mark Easton 
Hardin County Circuit Court 

suicide. This is murder.~ 
I'olice have said Daugherty told 

a detective he tried to give his wife 
crushed pills in milk, which she 
spit up. Next, she tried to cut her
self tlSing a razor blade and scis
sors, he s.1id. After he attempted to 
slit her wrists, he strangled her. 

~What gives you the right to 
take my sister and her cat's life?~ 
asked Blair Smith, Michele 
Daugherty's sister, in a statement 
read to the cow1. 

In addition to Blai r Smith's 
statement, the court also heard a 
statement from Michele Daugh
erty's mother, Diane Smith. TIle 
two women's commen~ suggested 
a marriage fraught with jealousy 
and anger whereas Daugherty's 
implied differently. 

~You always wanted to be in 

control, ~ Diane Smith said. "You 
didn't love her enough to stop 
drinking and drugs. ~ 

Daugherty's 20-year sentence is 
the minimum for murder. He also 
was given 12 months for the ani
mal cruelty charge, which will run 
concurrently with the 20 years. 

Assistant Commonwealth's At
torney Heather Paynter said al
though the plea agreement was 
reached with the family's approval, 
it is not fair as they have lost a 
daughter and a sister. 

Daugherty is ineligible for pa
role until after serving 85 percent 
of his sentence, 17 years. 

Before concluding the sentenc
ing hearing. Easton thanked 
Daugherty for his statement, which 
he said may offer some "closure~ 
to the victim's family. 

Though a sentencing of years is 
a punishment, the judge said it's 
no\ a "complete justice," which ill 
beyond the ability of any judge or 
court system. 

"It closes one chapter of the 
book but opens another chapter 
for the victim's family,~ he said. 

San.h Bennett (all be 
nached at (710) 50s-mo. 

'Business 
incubator'in 

motion at WKU 
BOWUNG GREEN - Some W~t

ern Kentucky University students could 
be I"UIUling a downtown business in 
Bowling Green by uext llIonth thanks to 
a student business incubator. 

Beshear urges 
Congress to keep 

student loan 
interest rates low 

The two·year project will use space 
that previOUsly has housed a candy store, 
a wine shop and several restauran~. 

WKU professor Bob Hatfield said the 
nature of the bU5iness will depend on 
proposals from students. 

"I'm hoping that they will propose 
something that will work with the build
ing as it exists," said Hatfield, who holds 
the Les.senben;r. Professorship in Bus
iness at WKU. That would probably be 
some kind of durable good. Hut I don't 
want to limit what proposals we might 
receive.~ 

He said WKU's incubator program 
will provide a I,OOO-square-foot donated 
space for a business, along with $Ome 
seed moncy for supplies and a graduate 
student to help keep things moving 
along. 

Hatfield said students will get to pitch 
their best busin~s ideas to a panel, 
which will then choose which one gelS 
the green light. 

Hatfield said he expects a short-tenll 
business at the location by May. 

FRANKFORT - Gov. 
Steve Beshear on Thursday 
urged Kentucky's congres
sional delegation to keep col
lege loans affordable by acting 
to prevent a spike in interest 
rates for certain common 
loans. 

In letters to Kentucky's rep' 
resentatives and senators in 
Congress, Beshear noted if 
Congress does not act soon, 
interest rates for Stafford loans 
will double in july, pUlling a 
higher education out of reach 
for many Kentucky families. 

"1 believe that no person in 
Kentucky with the drive and 
ability to succeed should be 
denied access to a college ed
ucation because he or she 
can't afford it. However, far 
too often, the door of opportu-

contact l4. R~ ~y wilt \aile $UM)A,r ONU USY HoT 1* _ ••• ~$' 1U PlACE A DlSPUI All 

nity is closed or beyond reach 
for many of our children be
cause of cost, ~ Beshear wrote 
in the letter, according to a 
news release from his office. 

Fai lure by Congress to act 
would mean an average of 
$942 added to the cost of each 
Kentucky student loan, which 
would affect almost 125,000 
borrowers. 

~Despite having balanced 
Kentucky'S budget eleven 
times in four years because of 
the economic recession, I 
have made protecting student 
fmancial aid a priority. You 
have the opportunity to do the 
same in Congress," Beshear's 
letter said. "I urge you to take 
swift action to avoid this in
crease, and ensure that Ihe 
dream of an affordable higher 
education remains a reality for 
K!:ntucky's families,~ 
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DAILY BRIEFING 
RAD CLIFF 

Southland Bingo 
HaU burglarized 
A burglary sometime 

Friday night or Saturday 
morning at Southland 
Bingo Hall in Radcliff re
sulted in costly damage and 
stolen cash. 

Sometime between II 
p.m. Friday and 8:30 a.m. 
S,"lturday, the bingo hall was 
burglarized, said Bryce 
Shumate, spokesman for 
Radcliff Police Department. 
The offender or offenders 
stayed in the hall for 'Iuite 
awhile , it appeared, and 
caused about $2,000 worth 
of damage, Shumate said. 

There also was an Ulldis
closed amount of cash 
stolen from an ATM inside 
the building, he said. 

Several charities use the 
bingo hall to raise money, 
including Hardin County 
Pet Protection. That organi· 
zation's president, Gayle 
j ohnson, said the organi7.a
tion doesn't keep cash at the 
bingo han. Lack of a func
tioning ATM at the hall 
may have hw1 Saturday'S 
bingo night, she said Satur
day. Prior to the burglary, 
j ohnson expected the 
games to generate about 
$2,500. 

j ohnson said a lot of 
items and eqUipment were 
tossed around, and most 
doors were taken off thei r 
hinges inside the building. 
Each charity has its owu of
fice in the bingo hall, she 
said. 

The inv(.'Stigation is on
going, ShlUllate said. 

NEW ALB ANY. IND , 

Remains found 
in man's yard 

Authorities say they have 
found human remains in 
the back::yard of a southern 
Indiana man who is a sus
pect in the deaths of two 
women. 

Police found the remains 
Friday at the New Albany 
home of William "Clyde~ 
Gibson III, 54, and believe 
they are of a third victim. 

f"loyd County Prosecutor 
Keith Henderson said Gib
son was being held as a sus
pect in last week's death of a 
75-year-old Clarksville 
woman and tlle 2002 death 
of a 'l4-year-old Jefferson
ville woman. A y;lil officer 
said fonnal charges haven't 
been filed. 

STANfORD 

Parents keep kids 
home after E. coli 

breakout 
Parents in Lincoln Coun

ty arc keeping their children 
out of school after two 
kindergarteners were sick
ened by E. coli. 

Only 73 percent of stu
dents attended Stanford 
Elementary on J.'riday. 

School system nurse Eva 
Stone said staff is cleaning 
doorknobs, faucets and oth
er hardware several times a 
day. Children also are being 
asked to wash their hands 
and use sanitizer. 

School officials have con
tacted the parents of the ab· 
sent children to make iure 
the infection has not spread 
and to give them infomla
tion about warning sih'TlS 
such as abdominal cramps. 
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