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THE DEUCATE FILIGREE of Queen Anne's lace, which is showing
its blossoms all over the mountains right now, contrasts with the
worn roughness of a fence on a Letcher
County farm. (Mountain Eagle photo).

WHO TWO THE

(EDITOR'S NOTE: The following column concern-
ing the United Mine Workers of America appeared
in The Washington Post. It is followed by a reply
from the union which the Post carried a few days
later.)

By NICHOLAS VON HOFFMAN

In Washington, this city of rich, powerful and
appearances, no man cuts a better

figure than True Davis, former Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury, former Ambassador to Switzerland.
When Mr. Davis throws a party, it is often reported
in loving detail by the Washington Star, the city s
excellent Republican newspaper, although the object
of all this flattering reportage is a Democrat.

At the topmost peaks of power in the capital,
political party distinctions don't mean much. It is
all a rather happy and very rich jell, as his guest
list indicates: Sol Linowltz, Sen. Harry F. Byrd
Jr. (Ind-Va- ), Sen. Barry Gold water (very ),
Sen. Vance Hartke (D-- tad. ) , Martin Agssnsky, Mrs.
Anna Chennault and former Maryland Senator Joe
Tydings.

What makes Mr. Davis so sought after and written
about? It may be that he once wrote a booklet for
the VFW called Americanism vs. Communism, or
that he is the head of the Washington Area Urban
Coalition, or that his name appears in connection
with other socially approved charities or that he is
The Star once told readers, "the progressive bank
president who ir naking his banking colleagues sit
up and take ncttce. "

Well, they might, Mr. Davis is the president and
chairman of the board of the National Bank of Wash-
ington, and as such, he is a de facto employee of
Tony Boyle, the president of the United Mine
Workers of America. The union, you see, owns 74
per cent of the bank's stock.

Apparently Mr. Davis doesn't invite his boas, who's
been indicted for conspiring to misuse union funds, to
his parties. Nor does he invite Silous Huddles ton,
the-Min- e Workers' local union official In Lafollette
Tennessee , who has been Indicted for the murder
of Joseph Yablonski. It would seem that the bank,
Washington's third largest, and the beau monde that
Mr. Davis frequents are entitles entirely seperate
from this once great union which has changed from
being the hope of the laboring coal miner to be-
ing his despair.

Not so, according to a Federal District Court here,
which has recently found the union and the bank con-
spired to ravish the United Mine Workers Welfare and
Retirement Fund. This ts the money that was to be

MINERS' WIDOWS ORGANIZE TO HELP IN FUTURE DISASTERS

By PHIL PRIMACK

Mrs. Edith H art U bad some-
one to introduce to the other
people meeting together last
Monday night in Manchester.
"This is Mrs. Ernest Harris,"
Edith Harris said. She's here
because she's got the same
problem most of us do."
Their common problem is

that their husbands have all
been killed in the mines.
Lester, Edith's husband, died
last December 30 working in
the Finley coal mine on Hu-
rricane Creek. Ernet Harris
was killed two weeks ago
when the roof fell in at the
Hilmar mine on Asher's Fork.

Mrs. Ernest Harris, the mo-
ther of two children, had
been invited to the Monday
meeting by members of the
"Survivors of the Hurricane
Creek Massacre. " With her
personal tragedy still so re-

cent, the said little during
the evening; instead, the er

widows present offered
her advice and counsel. How-

ever, she did say some signif-
icant things about what her
late husband thought of the
mine in which he died under
tons of fallen rock.
"Ernest thought that the mine

was about to work out. He
said a week before it (the
accident) happened that he
was going to quit and try to
find work near Hyden. But
Leslie Marcum said to him
to stay, and that if the mine
did work out he'd take him
(Harris) down and help him
get on unemployment. "

She went on: "Ernest thought
that the roof was going bad.

He said the bolting wasn't
any good. He said there was
juice (electricity) coming
out of the machine. Said it
was wet in the mine, and the
(shock) would knock him
down. "

The other women said that
that's the way it is in the Clay
County mines, and that "we
just got to get together to do
something about these trage-
dies before they happen, " as

Mrs. Juanita Wagers, a Finley
survivor, said.

"You know, if you widows
do get together you'll be the
strongest organization that's
ever hit Clay County, " com-
mented an employee of the
Clay-Jacks- on Community Ac-

tion Group. That anti-pover- ty

agency has' bad its funding sus-

pended by the Office of Eco-

nomic Opportunity for alleged
staff mismanagement and mis-

direction. The real reason the
lgency has been attacked,
director Flem Messer feels,
is "because we have supported
groups like these widows."

Mrs. Bonnie Roberts heads
the Survivors organization,
which now hopes to expand to
draw in other victims of coal
mining. "Our purpose is to
keep children in school and
young men out of the coal
mines. We want better educa-
tional opportunities, and the
development of jobs and in-

dustries so that our people
will no longer be forced into
working the mines, " she sta-
ted.

"And we got to do something
about hrtpwg these boys who
is working in tlies bad mines
right now, " added A. T. Col
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BENEFITS FROM UNITED MINE WORKERS MONEY? SIDES OF QUESTION

polished-smoo- th

laid aside to pay for the medicine and the care of
the victims of black lung for the care of the victims
of those gruesome mine accidents, for their
and their widows; money for the industrially maimed
and ruined of Appalachia. But millions were lost
because, according to the findings of the court, of
the knowing participation in the breach of trust by
the union and the bank, beginning 1950 and con-
tinuing least until this lawsuit was filed (August
4, 1969). "

Davis assumed his position the bank's board
Dec. 17, 1968, so he is morally, although not
legally, inculpated in the conspiracy which the
court held began years earlier 1950. He is
inculpated unless he did not know, which is hard to
believe because a few after he went the
bank board. The Wall Street Journal ran article
describing how the conspiracy worked, the fund
put millions of into a interest
account. It seems impossible that any bank official
could have been ignorant of what was going since
this single, non interest- - bearing account represented
nearly a third of the bank's demand deposits.

No wonder the Star's page described Davis
as "making his banking colleagues look up and take
notice. " The interest the bank didn't pay these

became a superprofit for the bank and its
principal shareholder, the Mine Workers' Union.

But the union used the bank for other purposes. It
became a conduit for lending money to Cyrus Eaton.
(Yes the very same man. The big antiwar millionaire
financier who has such tender feelings about the rice
peasants of Vietnam but not the coal peasants of
Appalachia. ) Money was lent through the bank
Eaton and other coal operators. The union also used
its financial position break wildcat strikes of its
own men and drive small coal operators to the
The upshot of these shenanigans was that about the
time True Da "is was taking office the a
federal jury Lexington, Ky. , was finding the
union and Consolidation Coal Company, the largest
operator the industry, guilty of conspiring to
violate the Sherman Anti-- Trust Act Together the
two culprits had pay damages of $7, 300, 000
and the decision has been upheld by the Supreme
Court.

What else went we can only begin to guess.
Yet another federal court has ruled that the union
kept financial records so one can say
exactly how of these bank were used
to get rid of the threat posed by Yablonski, who
was fighting to take away Boy lis' job right up to
the day he. his wife and daughter were rubbed out.
The court found that union money was improperly used
against Yablonski, but exactly how is unknown.

lins, the lone survivor of the
Finley explosion. Collins still
suffers from iniurles sustained
when the blast hurled him some
50 feet from his position just
inside the Finley 15-1- 6 mine.

Meanwhile, a number of
immediate problems are facing
dependents of killed miners.
Mrs. Ernest Harris, for exam-
ple, said that the death of her

left her family "with
just about 7tf to our name."
And she is currently being
overwhelmed with the legal-
ities and loopholes involved
in getting such basics as so-

cial security and other
Based on their similar

experiences, the Finley sur-

vivors were unanimous In

their advice to the newer
widow: "Don't sign anything

you talk to a lawyer
"you can trust.

The women were bitter over
what they believe is the hypo-
crisy of local officials and fi-

gures. "When ours (the Finley
disaster) happened, why, these
people in Manchester were
running over each other trying
to do something. But If it's
just three getting killed, and
they don't get any glory out
of it, they don't do anything. "

One of the primary purposes
of the organization will be to
assist the survivors of future
coal tragedies. particular,
there was concern expressed
that there be proper payment
of black lung benefits.

The Finley widows are still
angered over what they re-

gard as a clear violation of
their rights by the Social Se-

curity Administration, par- -
(Continued on Page 3)
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It is entirely possible that Mr. Davis was so taken u)
with his social life that he just never heard about any of
this when he happened to hop into the office.

The Washington Star society pages- - -- which should not
be confused with the newspaper s otherwise first-cla- ss

reportage- - --tell us he has many outside diversion
"True Davis has a Boy Scout merit badge in cooking. . .
The urbane, sophisticated president of the National
Bank of Washington prefers pork chops, mashed potatoes
with gra y and grits. . . A Renaissance man whose pur-
suits include a fabulous art collection, horses, politics,
international business, banking and government, his
treasure filled house is the scene of many dinners and
lunches, some of which he cooks himself. "

The Renaissance man might have gotten the straight
scoop if he'd inquired among his board members. For
instance, he might have looked up across the table
and asked his boss, Tony Boyle, whe sat on the board
and the bank's executive committee. Or, if the boss
wasn't bis social equal, he might have put the question
to fellow board member Crosby N. Boyd, chairman of
the board of the Evening Star Newspaper. Boyd had
been with the bank since Dec. 16, 1953. Another
person who conceivably would have been in a position
to know is the Honorable Clark M. Clifford, confidant
of presidents. The Honorable Clifford served on the
board from Dec. 16, 1953 to Feb. 21, 1968, when
he resigned to become Secretary of Defense. However,
after leaving the government, the Honorable Clifford
climbed back on the board, June 18, 1969.

On the other hand, the Honorable Clifford might
not have been much help because when called to
discuss this long, sad, dirty business, the tousle -- haired
speaker of sweet, mete and mellow words was only
able to say, "I don't recall the manner in which the
union or pension fund is operated. I do not recall It
ever having been brought to our attention. "

Calls to some of the other board members extracted
similiar remarks. So they were all ignorant, but who
are they who front for this operation?

Some have even joined the board this year, long
after what the bank had been doing was knowledge
easily available to them.

There is Liz Carpenter (who Joined the board on
January 20, 1971). President Johnson's old hatchet wo-
man; Qwood R. Quesada (January 19, 1965), former
head of the Federal Aviation Agency and now a big-ti-

tycoons Eliot Janeway (January 19, 1971), the
economic; the Honorable Sma then, George A. (Jan-
uary 19, 1971), former United States senator from
Florida; and the Honorable Harris Patricia Roberts
(January 19, 1971)r former ambassador to Luxem-
bourg, former dean of the Howard University Law
School, first black woman to be appointed to the

(Continued oo Page 3)


