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After the Bluegrass 10,000, tag  yourself 
in a video of participants crossing 
the finish line and share it with your 
 Facebook friends. Click the RaceFace 

tab at Facebook.com/kentuckycom to get started.

Joe Edwards, left, is recovering from post-traumatic stress disorder after a tour of duty in Iraq, 
and his brother Jason Edwards is making a documentary about Joe’s journey to recovery.

Buy photo reprints at Kentucky.com PHOTOS BY CHARLES BERTRAM | cbertram@herald-leader.com

Joe Edwards shifts ner-
vously in the unfamiliar 
room. He subtly angles his 
chair, trying not to let on 
that every few minutes he’s 
peeking at the door, wary of 
what he imagines could burst 
through.

It’s already been a long 
day, driving the three hours 
from Harlan to Lexington to 
the VA to see his doctor, and 
now doing what might help 
him the most but hurt the 
worst — telling his story. 

Telling how when he 
came back from an extended 
18-month tour in Iraq he 
slept 22 hours a day, how his 
brain had shifted into such a 
permanent state of high alert 
that everyday life was over-
whelming, that he knows oth-
er soldiers suffer and that he 
wants to give them hope that 
they can get better if they get 
support like he is. 

“The thing you hear most 
is the stigma,” said Joe, 26, 
who has been diagnosed with 
post-traumatic stress disorder 
stemming from service in 
Iraq. 

Joe’s older brother Jason,  
32, a film student, is helping 
in his brother’s recovery by 
making a documentary, Two 
Brothers, about Joe’s journey. 
One of Jason’s professors at 
Eastern Kentucky University, 
John Fitch, has signed on to 
help. He was moved by their 
story, especially how Jason is 
involved in Joe’s recovery. 

GETTING IT 
ALL ON FILM

Brothers document one’s battle with PTSD 
By Mary Meehan

mmeehan1@herald-leader.com

John Fitch, left, an assistant professor of communications 
at Eastern Kentucky University, is helping film-student Jason 
 Edwards, center, make the documentary about Joe Edwards. 

Joe Edwards looked at a photo taken of him while he was rid-
ing in an armored Humvee in Baghdad in 2006. He was in the 
Kentucky National Guard and served an 18-month tour in Iraq.

See BROTHERS, A2
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What’s going on in downtown Lexington
7:20 a.m.: Bluegrass 10,000 (wheelchair divisions at 7:20 and 
7:25; runners at 7:30; 1-mile Fun Run at 8:15); details, Page C1

9 a.m.-6 p.m.: Entertainment, food and vendors, arts and crafts. 
Robert F.  Stephens Courthouse Plaza,  CentrePointe block, Phoe-
nix Park, Short Street and the Fifth Third Bank 
Pavilion at Cheapside Park

11:15 a.m.: Reading of Declaration of Indepen-
dence on Main St. near Fifth Third Bank

2 p.m.: Parade down Main St. from Midland Ave. 
to Broadway

6-10 p.m.: Live concert near Triangle Park

10 p.m.: Fireworks near Rupp Arena

Photos from Tuesday night’s patriotic concert, Page A3
Zip line will bring a new high to downtown festivities, Page A3
More events in the area, Page A5

Lexington police say they 
have received several dozen 
complaints about people set-
ting off fireworks, but no one 
has been cited.

Pol ice spokeswoman 
Sherelle Roberts said offi-
cers must catch people set-
ting off the fireworks or see 
them with evidence of doing 
so in order to issue a cita-
tion for violation of the ban 
on shooting off personal fire-
works that was put into ef-
fect on Monday.

“We’re very serious about 
this,” Roberts said. “If we 
see people violating the stat-
ute, they will be cited.”

If the fireworks cause a 
house fire or other property 

damage, the culprit could 
also face arson charges, said 
Battalion Chief Ed Davis of 
the Lexington fire depart-
ment.

He said firefighters have 
been called to 13 fires set by 
fireworks since June 15.

Dry conditions led the 
city to enact the ban. Until 
a ban on outdoor burning is-
sued last week is lifted, the 
use of personal fireworks 
is prohibited in Lexington, 
Mayor Jim Gray announced 
Monday.

On Monday afternoon, at 
the same time the mayor was 
announcing the Lexington 
ban, firefighters were put-
ting out a fire in a field near 
Tates Creek High School 

POLICE: NO EVIDENCE 
TO VERIFY COMPLAINTS

Fireworks ban 
yields reports 

but no citations 

By Daniel Moore  
and Karla Ward

dmoore@herald-leader.com 
kward1@herald-leader.com

See a photo gallery online.

Treating PTSD: VA doctor says  
80 percent of cases are free of 
symptoms after five years. Page A2

Jesse Yon, operating a fireworks stand on New Circle Road near 
North Broadway, said sales were down even before the ban.

PABLO ALCALÁ | palcala@herald-leader.com

See FIREWORKS, A5

Be careful: If personal fireworks 
are allowed in your area, use 
them safely. Page B1

ANDY GRIFFITH: 
1926-2012

A homespun mix of humor and 
wisdom propelled Andy Griffith 
and a cast of lovable charac-
ters into fame in the 1960s.
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LOS ANGELES — Andy 
Griffith, whose folksy por-
trayal of the wise and good-
humored sheriff of Mayberry 
in the classic 1960s situation 
comedy The Andy Griffith 
Show made him one of televi-
sion’s most beloved stars, died 
Tuesday. He was 86.

Mr. Griffith, who decades 
later experienced another 
round of TV popularity star-
ring as a crafty Atlanta de-
fense attorney on Matlock, 
died at his home in Manteo, 
N.C., according to his friend 
and former president of the 
University of North Carolina, 
William C. Friday. The cause 
was not immediately deter-
mined.

The onetime North Caroli-
na high school music teacher 
launched his career as an en-
tertainer in the early 1950s 
by writing and performing 
comic monologues for civic 
clubs that he delivered in an 
exaggerated Southern drawl 
that was once described as 
“sounding like three yards out 
on a Carolina swamp.”

As the Harvard-educated 
lawyer on Matlock, which had 
a nine-year run on NBC and 
ABC in the 1980s and ’90s, 
Mr. Griffith maintained his 
down-home sensibility. As an 
actor, he learned early on to 
play to his strengths.

“Any time I try to play 
anything that doesn’t come 
natural, I’m just plain bad,” he 
once told TV Guide.

The Mayberry years
As Sheriff Andy Taylor, his 

most famous role, he was just 
plain good.

Mr. Griffith was starring in 
the Broadway musical Destry 
Rides Again in 1959 when 
he told his agent that he was 
ready to try a TV series.

Sheldon Leonard, the pro-

ACTOR LATER SPENT  
9 YEARS AS ‘MATLOCK’

By Dennis McLellan
Los Angeles Times

The kind, 
sensible 
sheriff of 
Mayberry

See GRIFFITH, A7
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Trees and Shrubs

Exceptional Cancer Center So Close to Home
Saint Joseph Cancer Center brings a team of cancer physicians, professionals
and technology to patients in central and eastern Kentucky. Our capabilities
include a full range of services for the prevention, diagnosis, treatment and
support of cancer patients including hematology, medical oncology and
radiation oncology.

SaintJosephCancerCenter.com
KentuckyOneHealth.org


