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a matter of self-preservation
BY steve Becker
South dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
♠ K 5
♥ 10 7 6
♦ K 10 3 2
♣ K Q 10 5

WEST	 EAST
♠ 9 8 4 2 ♠ 6 3
♥ K Q 9 5 4 ♥ A J 8 2
♦ A 7 ♦ 8 6 5
♣ 8 2 ♣ 9 7 6 4

SOUTH
♠ A Q J 10 7
♥ 3
♦ Q J 9 4
♣ A J 3

The bidding:
 South West North East
1 ♠ Pass 2 ♣ Pass
2 ♦ Pass 3 ♦ Pass
3 ♠ Pass 4 ♠ 
Opening lead -- king of 
hearts.

The most common form 
of defense against a suit 
contract is to force declarer 
to ruff at every opportunity. 
One advantage of this 
procedure is that it keeps 

the defenders from breaking 
new suits, but the primary 
purpose is to completely 
deplete declarer's trumps, 
after which the defenders 
will be in position to cash 
whatever cards remain in 
their long suits. 

When declarer has a 
plentiful supply of trumps, 
he can usually withstand 
this attack on his trump 
suit. But when he has only 
seven trumps divided 5-2 
or 4-3, his situation often 
becomes precarious. 

Consider this deal where 
South reaches four spades 
as shown. West leads 
a heart, and hearts are 
continued. Declarer ruffs, 
and if he now draws trumps, 
exhausting his trumps in 
the process, he goes down 
one. He finishes with only 
nine tricks -- five spades 
and four clubs. When he 
leads a diamond at trick 11, 
the defenders score the ace 
of diamonds and two more 
heart tricks. 

This result should not 
come as any great surprise 
to South. The 4-2 division 
of the opposing trumps is 
more likely than any other, 
occurring nearly half the 
time. 

To defuse this potential 
threat to his contract, 
declarer should adopt a 
more cautious approach. 
After trumping the heart at 
trick two, he should lead the 
jack of diamonds. If the jack 
holds the trick, he can then 
draw trumps and romp 
home with 10 tricks. 

If the jack of diamonds 
is taken by the ace and a 
heart is returned, South 
must be careful not to ruff, 
which would reduce him 
to three trumps and leave 
him prey to a 4-2 trump 
split. Instead, he discards a 
club or a diamond, leaving 
his trump holding intact. A 
heart continuation can then 
be ruffed in dummy, after 
which he has the rest of the 
tricks and his contract.

CONTRACT BRIDGE

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

Friday's answer

BY JAcQUeLINe BIGAr
A baby born today has a 

Sun in Pisces and a Moon in 
Scorpio.
HAPPY	BIRTHDAY	for	
Sunday,	March	11,	2012:

Learn to deal with 
others directly. You often 
feel as if others do not hear 
you or take you seriously, 
especially in groups. One-
on-one conversations prove 
to be more effective. Your 
unique vision and tendency 
to detach from situations 
might be hard for others 
to comprehend. They will 
need to ask questions at 
times. If you are single, 
someone quite different 
walks into your life. Learn 
and grow with this person, 
as he or she will with you. If 
you are attached, the two of 
you grow together because 
of a mutual decision 
surrounding a seminar, 
travel or a new person in your 
lives. SCORPIO encourages 
your mind to dream.

The Stars Show the 

Kind of Day You'll Have: 
5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-
Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 
19) ★★★★ Defer to others. 
Don't forget that a loved one 
also wants some of your time. 
You could feel pressured by 
others who desire and need 
to be with you. Make an 
adjustment, if need be. You 
have enough energy to do 
nearly everything you want 
to do. Tonight: Dinner for 
two.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) ★★★★ Others come 
forward and let you know 
what they want. Options, 
invitations and different 
types of scenarios make your 
decision difficult. Follow 
your heart. Your energy will 
increase, and you might be 
able to do more. Tonight: Go 
along with suggestions.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
20) ★★★ A nice, easy pace 
works. You could be overly 
tired and wondering if you 
can continue as you have 
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The Family Circus

been. You already know 
the answer. Indulge key 
family members today. Note 
how full of energy you are. 
Discuss a personal matter. 
Tonight: Squeeze in a walk.

CANCER (June 21-July 
22) ★★★★★ You might feel 
far away from your problems 
at the moment. How nice! 
Stop and enjoy yourself to 
the max. You have a great 
time wherever you are and 
nearly whoever you are 
with. Follow your heart, 
and everyone will be happy. 
Tonight: Return a call before 
making a decision.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) 
★★★ You might be happiest 
close to home. You have been 
pushed and prodded, but 
now it is your turn. Pressure 
builds between you and a 
loved one. If you don't have 
to be right, you'll discover 
that you might have a better 
time together and develop 
a closer bond. Tonight: At 
home.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-
Sept. 22) ★★★★ Have a 
conversation, and establish 
a new beginning where it 
will make a difference. You 
could be overwhelmed by 
everything that you have to 
do. Start asking a friend or 
two to pitch in. You could be 
surprised by the outcome. 
Tonight: Talk is cheap.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★ You sometimes lose 
that carefree manner that 
draws in many people. Look 
within and at the situation 
to see why you are triggering 
a negative reaction from 
loved ones. Indulge yourself 
more than usual. Tonight: 
Take some much-needed 
personal time.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21) ★★★★ You attract many 
people just by being yourself. 
Many of the invitations and 
calls you receive come from 
a place of caring. You will not 
need to deal with another 
person's neediness as much 
as you have. Your mood is 
contagious; let others catch 
it. Tonight: Where the action 
is.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21)  ★★ Minimize a 
problem rather than make it 
bigger. You have a tendency 
to overdo it, in many 
different ways. A little self-
discipline would feel good 
right now. Try not to release 
your frustrations. Tonight: 
Get some extra R and R.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) ★★★★★ Zero in 
on what is important, and 
understand where you are 
going. Your sense of humor 
comes out when you reach 
out to friends. Take off and 
be adventuresome, but do 
not allow anyone to put a 
damper on the moment. 
Tonight: Speak your mind.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18) ★★★ You handle 
responsibilit ies well. 
Unfortunately, you need to 
use today to fulfill certain 
obligations. You will, and 
you will feel better as a result. 
You might be overwhelmed 
by someone's efforts to draw 
you in. Tonight: Only where 
you want to be.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20) ★★★★★ Use your 
imagination or be an 
armchair traveler if you 
cannot take off. Calls come in 
with ideas, suggestions and 
invitations. Pick and choose 
what you want according 
to how you feel. You cannot 
change another's mood -- 
only he or she can. Tonight: 
Follow the music.

YOUR HOROSCOPE Note: Bigar's Stars is based on the degree of your sun at birth. The sign name 
is simply a label astrologers put on a set of degrees for convenience. For best 
results, readers should refer to the dates following each sign.


