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More than $700 in coupons inside

Beautiful! Sunny, 
high near 64

WEATHER, A12

TODAY’S WEATHERSTATE JOURNAL WEEKLY POLL: Pension COLA suspension

Is a two-year suspension of cost-of-living adjustments 
for public pensioners justifi ed? 

Vote on state-journal.com or mark Yes q  No q and return

Last week’s question: Chickens in the city

Should city residents be allowed to raise chickens at 
home? Yes, 59%  No, 40%     Total votes: 386
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BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A Harrodsburg man has pleaded guilty 
to reckless homicide in a wreck that killed 

a local teenager, and part 
of the plea deal requires 
him to speak to schools 
and civic groups about 
the dangers of using cell 
phones while driving.

After an investiga-
tion by Kentucky State 
Police, Kevin Butler, 31, 
was charged with reck-
less homicide following 
a fatal wreck in January 
of 2011 that killed Tris-

ta Shoemaker, a 17-year-old Western Hills 
High School student.

The investigation revealed Butler ran a 
red light at the intersection of Green Wilson 
Road and U.S. 127 and struck Shoemaker’s 
vehicle as she turned onto the highway.

Shoemaker’s sister, Amber McCoy, who 
was 15 at the time of the wreck, was also in 
the car but was not seriously injured.

Driver must 
speak about 
cell dangers 
after deadly 
2011 wreck

Part of plea deal for man 
who hit Trista Shoemaker

FRANKLIN CIRCUIT COURT

BY KAYLEIGH ZYSKOWSKI
KZYSKOWSKI@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

A Frankfort man faces seven years in 
prison after pleading guilty to traffi cking in 

cocaine on two different 
occasions.

Fif t y-nine-year-old 
Rollie Robinson was ar-
rested in August 2009 
along with 21-year-old Al-
lyssa Perez. Both lived on 
Owenton Avenue where 
police found cocaine, 
scales, marijuana, drug 
paraphernalia and mon-
ey, police said after the 
arrest.

Robinson pleaded guilty to two counts 
of traffi cking in less than four grams of co-
caine – each on separate cases – possession 
of marijuana, possession of drug parapher-
nalia and being a persistent felony offend-
er.

Perez was previously sentenced and is on 
court supervision.

Robinson’s formal sentencing will be 
May 18 because he has a medical condition 
that requires several medical appointments 

Drug trafficker 
faces 7 years

Kevin Butler

Rollie Robinson

See BUTLER, A11

See COURT, A11

Wendy Bebe 
plays with 
her daugh-
ter at their 
Frankfort 
home. Bebe 
currently 
works at the 
Simon House 
through 
AmeriCorps. 
The two 
moved into 
the Simon 
House when 
Bebe’s daugh-
ter was just 
five weeks 
old. They 
moved out in 
October 2010.

TRICIA 
SPAULDING/
TSPAULDING@ 
STATE-JOURNAL.
COM

BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Jenny had just given birth 
to a baby girl, but had no-
where to go. 

Her estranged husband 
had kicked her out. She’d 
lost her job and custody of 
her three older children. 
The Salvation Army shel-
ter where she was staying 
couldn’t handle the needs of 
a newborn and a mother. 

So, Jenny was referred to 
the Simon House.

“Oh my … if it weren’t for 
the Simon House, I’d be lost,” 
Jenny said, sitting in her Si-
mon House apartment with 
a photo of her daughter, now 
5. 

“I wouldn’t have my baby 
girl.”

Since Jenny (not her real 
name for privacy reasons) 
first came to the Simon 
House about fi ve years ago, 
more struggling single moth-
ers like her have knocked on 
the Simon House doors af-

ter falling victim to the poor 
economy. 

But Simon House’s exec-
utive director Pam McCal-
la says many times, she has 
been forced to turn them 
away.

“We’re getting someone 
who needs housing every-
day,” McCalla said. “It’s just 
heart-wrenching for me to 
say, ‘No, we don’t have any 
openings.’”

Now, McCalla says she’s 

HOW TO HELP

In honor of its 25th anniversary, the Simon 
House board and staff are collecting stories 
from past residents about their time at the 
house. To submit your story, or to make a do-
nation, call 223-2138 or email simon@fewpb.
net. 

MAIL DONATIONS TO THE SIMON HOUSE, 
P.O. BOX 5174, FRANKFORT, KY, 40602.  

Simon House eyes expansion
Turning too many away, home looks to double fundraising and space

See SIMON HOUSE, A11

Downtown buzzes with bee weekend events
Some merchants, patrons aren’t 

convinced celebration should be yearly
BY LAUREN HALLOW
LHALLOW@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Downtown buzzed Sat-
urday with families taking 
in the Bee Friendly Frank-
fort weekend, but merchants 
and patrons had mixed feel-
ings on making it an annual 
event.

Many downtown busi-
nesses held bee-themed 
events Friday and Saturday 
to go along with Bee Friend-
ly Frankfort, a weekend ded-
icated to everything bees in 
honor of the yearly Bluegrass 
Beekeeping School Saturday 
at Kentucky State Universi-
ty.

The school brings hun-
dreds of novice and ex-
pert beekeepers to Franklin 
County each year, Capital 
City Bee Association Presi-
dent John Antenucci told The 
State Journal last week. 

He said the two days were 
designed to show visiting 
beekeepers what Frankfort 
has to offer and teach the 
community more about the 
benefi ts of bees. 

Rebecca Ruth Chocolates 
was just one of the business-
es that got in on the bee ac-
tion. Owner Charles Booe 
spent much of Saturday af-

TRICIA SPAULDING/TSPAULDING@STATE-JOURNAL.COM

Seth Midkiff, left, and his brother, Sam, are greeted by a bee in downtown 
Frankfort as a part of the Bee Friendly Frankfort event this weekend. See BEES, A10
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Spring ahead! 
Daylight 

Saving Time 
starts 
today


