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There are certain rites of
passage when growing up, espe-
cially if you have an older broth-
er. Mine is called John. He was
always into the cool stuff, like
“Fantastic Four” comics and Jimi

Hendrix, which
meant that two of
the many things I
wasn’t allowed to
touch were his
comics and rec-
ords.

But there was
eventually a mel-
lowing on his part,
or more accurate-
ly, a giving up.
Because I was
going to read

those comics — I mean, this was
peak Jack Kirby — and I was
going to hear those records.

So John finally started to
share, even to curate. He would
play for me the bands he thought
a kid should know if he was going
to grow up cultured, and one of
them was Pink Floyd. He sprung
a little “Meddle” on me, but “One
of These Days” was pretty in-
tense, so he focused more on

“Dark Side of the Moon.” That
record was like a dark, weird
storybook in which you could get
lost.

By the time I could buy my
own records, Pink Floyd was a
staple. The first album I discov-
ered on my own was “Wish You
Were Here,” the band’s prog-
tastic homage to founding lunatic
Syd Barrett. And then I went nuts
for “Animals,” falling in love with
everything about it despite not
understanding a thing about the
record’s politics.

Louisville’s Allen Needham
knows what it’s like to be seduced
by the Floyd, but he has taken his
obsession to an extreme. Need-
ham and his friend Steve Kat-
sikas co-founded The Dark Side
of the Wall, a Pink Floyd tribute
band that in less than four years
has earned an international rep-
utation among the Pink Floyd
community.

For Saturday’s annual perfor-
mance at the Brown Theatre, the
band has sold tickets to Floyd
fans in 22 states, and it is likely
sold out by the time you read this.
They may have broken 30 states,

but the band’s master plan was
fouled up by none other than
Roger Waters, Pink Floyd’s domi-
nant genius until he left the band
in1984.

Originally, Needham and
Katsikas were doing two nights,
with one dedicated to “The Wall,”
but then Waters announced that
he was bringing his production of
“The Wall” to the KFC Yum!
Center in July. And you absolute-
ly do not want to compete with the

man who wrote the songs.
“We obviously had to adjust,

and some songs from ‘The Wall’
will still be there, but we’re call-
ing this ‘Beyond the Wall,’ ” Need-
ham said. “We’re covering a large
span of music, even stuff from
‘The Final Cut,’ expanding be-
yond what people expect to see
this summer, and even what a
typical tribute band does.”

The band will start with1971’s
“Meddle” and end with1983’s

“The Final Cut,” the most over-
looked album in Floyd’s catalog.
It’s a nearly three-hour produc-
tion, with laser and video shows,
that will function as a live mix-
tape of the best of post-Barrett
Pink Floyd. Needham never gets
tired of playing these songs, and
since they now sell out every
performance, it’s clear that no
one gets tired of hearing them.

“Isn’t it something?” Needham
said. “The music always takes
you back to a place in time. I
remember vividly cutting school
and riding around, burning up
time and listening to ‘Dark Side of
the Moon.’ It’s just timeless.”

Contact Jeffrey Lee Puckett at (502)
582-4160. Or email jpuckett@courier-
journal.com.

Pink Floyd’s allure still strong

TRACKS
Jeffrey Lee

Puckett

THE DARK SIDE
OF THE WALL
» When: 8 p.m. Saturday
» Where: Brown Theatre,
315 W. Broadway
» Cost: $25, $32.50, if available

TALKING MUSIC
» Jeffrey Lee Puckett and Dan
Klepal take on music in their
weekly Talking Music video
show at www.courier-jour-
nal.com/talkingmusic.

Pink Floyd inspired many, including tribute band Dark Side of the Wall.
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G iven that he’s known for
throwing fits on Comedy
Central’s “The Daily Show
With Jon Stewart” in his
popular segment “Back in

Black,” Lewis Black’s assessment of
politics comes as no surprise.

“Republicans have nothing but bad
ideas, and Democrats have no ideas.”

So don’t get him started on the GOP
presidential primaries.

“Whenever I think about what I’ve wit-
nessed since this clown car pulled into

town, I reach a point that I can only describe
as onset autism,” he wrote in an email interview.

“I could go through these candidates one by one,
but you only have so much room in your newspaper.”

Black will be ranting and raving in Louisville on Sun-
day when his “Running on Empty” tour comes to the
Brown Theatre, one of about 200 one-nighters the stan-
dup comedian, author, playwright and actor performs
live every year.

By Larry Muhammad
lmuhammad@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

LEWIS BLACK:
RUNNING ON EMPTY TOUR

» When: 7 p.m. Sunday
» Where: Brown Theatre, 315 W.

Broadway
» Admission: $37.75 and up

» Information: For tickets and in-
formation, www.kentuckycenter.org

or (502) 562-0100

ONLINE
» Learn more about Lewis Black:

www.lewisblack.net

See COMEDIAN, Page D10
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