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Being there are few original ideas 
these days, I’m stealing one. The Ma-
con Telegraph has been ranking Geor-
gia’s 12 regular-season football games 
for 2012 in order of importance.

Let’s do the same for Kentucky foot-
ball, ordering from bottom to top, from 
least to most important with regard to 
the possible success of the upcoming 
campaign.

12. At Florida (Sept. 22): The Cats 
haven’t won in Gainesville since 1979 
and they won’t this year. The Southeast-
ern Conference opener comes after the 
Louisville, Kent State, Western Ken-
tucky trio of non-conference foes, so the 
hope here is that any early momentum 
is not negated by a drubbing. A defeat 
is more expected than disastrous.

11. Samford (Nov. 17): This won’t be 
a cakewalk, but it falls so late on the 
calendar (Game 11) that if the Cats 
lose it will be because the season is not 
salvageable anyway.

10. Georgia (Oct. 20): Beating the 
SEC East co-favorite, even at Common-
wealth Stadium, would be a coup, but I 
can’t see it happening. Georgia returns 
quarterback Aaron Murray and tailback 
Isaiah Crowell, among other talented 
Dawgs. The date is sandwiched between 
road trips to Arkansas and Missouri. 
Another expected conference loss.

9. South Carolina (Sept. 29): It would 
be nice if the Cats could avenge last 
year’s Columbia catastrophe, the 54-3 
gorging by the Gamecocks. Nice, yes, 
probable, no. Steve Spurrier remembers 
his last Lexington visit. That was a 
loss. This one won’t be.

8. At Arkansas (Oct. 13): Off-season 
developments render this game inter-
esting. Bike-riding Bobby Petrino has 
been replaced by parachute-jumping 
John L. Smith. Both are former Louis-
ville coaches. The Razorbacks should 
be good, but how they react remains 
unknown. Either way, Kentucky won’t 
be picked to win, so an upset is gravy.

MUST WINS, SURE LOSSES 
START EARLY FOR WILDCATS

Weighted 
look at UK 

football 
schedule

CHAPMAN ENDS SKID, 
EARNS NINTH SAVE

Reds closer Aroldis Chapman  performed 
a pair of forward rolls after finishing off 
the  Brewers with a scoreless inning in a 
4-3 victory. He had blown two of his last 
four save attempts. Page B4
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Coach Joker Phillips and UK need to set 
the tone for the season with a win against 
Kent State in the Sept. 8 home opener.
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CHICAGO — Though 
long familiar with double- and 
triple-teams, Michael Kidd-
Gilchrist stepped back in 
surprise when he entered an 
interview session at the NBA 
Draft combine earlier this 

month and saw the coverage 
that awaited him. 

A few dozen sportswriters 
turned his way as the basket-
ball prodigy, a shy and shel-
tered 18-year-old, found his 
seat, inhaled deeply, and with 
an air of newfound authority, if 
not resignation, said “Let’s go.”

Interviews used to ter-
rify the Camden County, 
N.J., teenager. A speech im-
pediment, a reserved nature, 
a lifetime of obstacles to be 
overcome made the shadows 
more comfortable even as his 
basketball ability focused an 
ever-intense spotlight in his 
direction. 

SHE ENSURED HIS ‘ENTOURAGE’ CARED ABOUT HIM

MKG’s mom took the wheel 
for the ride to the NBA

By Frank Fitzpatrick
The Philadelphia Inquirer

Former Kentucky Wildcat Michael Kidd-Gilchrist 
talked to the media in Charlotte, N.C., following 
workouts for the Bobcats on June 18.
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See MKG, B5

With Kentucky expected to 
produce multiple NBA first-round 
draft picks again this year, Jay Bi-
las scoffed at the notion that John 
Calipari could claim a knack for 
developing pros.

“A lot of coaches out there are 
really good teachers,” Bilas said 
on an ESPN-sponsored teleconfer-
ence Tuesday. “But the idea that 
somehow a coach does a better job 
developing pros is absurd.”

Bilas’ opinion cut to the heart 
of Calipari’s program. During a 
Top 100 Camp in Charlottesville, 
Va., earlier this month, prospects 

cited UK’s record in recent years 
of producing pros as a recruiting 
lure. Most often, the draft picks 

from UK are so-called one-and-
done players who spent — or re-
quired — only one season in col-

lege basketball to be deemed ready 
for the NBA.

Bilas suggested it’s a chicken-
or-egg argument: which came first, 
a player of exceptional ability ar-
riving at Kentucky or a player ben-
efiting greatly from the one UK 
season?

“That has to do more with 
talent than anything else,” Bilas 
said.

Bilas cited such stellar NBA 
coaches as Phil Jackson and Larry 
Brown to make his point.

“Have you ever heard anybody 
say of an NBA coach, ‘Hey, Phil 
Jackson does a great job develop-
ing players and turning players into 
all-stars or Hall of Famers?’” Bilas 
said. “And, ‘Larry Brown does a 
great job of developing all-stars.’

ESPN’S BILAS SAYS 
TALENT RESPONSIBLE 
FOR CATS’ SUCCESS

Analyst: Coaches don’t make pros

By Jerry Tipton
jtipton@herald-leader.com

NBA DRAFT
WHEN: 7 P.M. THURSDAY  |  WHERE: NEWARK, N.J.  |  TV: ESPN

UK Coach John Calipari, center, sat with Anthony Davis, left, Doron Lamb, 
Terrence Jones, Michael Kidd-Gilchrist and Marquis Teague as they an-
nounced for the NBA Draft in April. Four could go in the first round.
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See NBA DRAFT, B5

Two days before Terrence Jones expects 
to hear his name called in the first round of 
the NBA Draft, he was helping put a giant 
smile on the face of a friend in Lexington.

Literally.
With the aid of the former Kentucky 

forward, William Bolden — a 22-year-old 
UK basketball superfan who has developed 
a bit of a YouTube following with Wildcats-

oriented videos posted under his nickname 
“Stone Cold Willow” — got extensive den-
tal work at no cost to him.

Included over the course of eight den-
tal appointments were two teeth pulled, 
12 cavities filled and three new front teeth 
installed.

When Dr. Pada Chalothorn of TLC 
Dentistry finished the final appointment 

A SMILE FOR A SUPERFAN
TERRENCE JONES LED 

EFFORT TO FIX TEETH FOR  
SPECIAL FRIEND OF CATS 

By Mark Story
mstory@herald-leader.com

Dr. Pada Chalothorn, right, and assistant Kristin Potter showed off the results of dental work done on UK basketball fan William Bolden. Former Wild-
cat Terrence Jones sat behind Bolden. Jones befriended Bolden after watching him play pickup games on the courts near Wildcat Lodge.
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“It’s been a long time coming since I had a smile like this.  
All I want to say is just a big thank you.”

William Bolden, UK basketball superfan who got much-needed dentistry with help from Terrence Jones

William Bolden flashed his new smile after 
the last of eight appointments it took to fix 
his teeth. Terrence Jones helped arrange it. See SMILE, B5

See a photo gallery online.


