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ANNIVERSARIES n

Jerry and Joan Brockman,
Tremont Drive, will celebrate
their 50th wedding anniver-
sary at a reception from 2
until 4 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 11,
2012, at the Hopkinsville Golf
and Country Club.

Their children and grand-
children will host the event.

Brockman and the former
Joan Haley, were married
Feb. 10, 1962, at Ss. Peter and
Paul Catholic Church with
the Rev. E.E. Willett officiat-
ing.

Their children and their
spouses are Ford and Debbie
Brockman, Austin, Texas,
Mark and Angela Brockman,
Centerville, OH. , Chris and
Bev Brockman, Chattanooga,
Tenn., and Ginny and Troy
Edens, Mount Juliet, Tenn.

They have eight grandchil-
dren. The couple requests no
gifts.

People should RSVP 
by Feb. 1 to Jerryand-
Joan50th@gmail.com.

Brockman 50th 

Ashby 60th
John and Ida Ashby, Hern-

don-Oak Grove Road, Oak
Grove, celebrated their 60th
wedding anniversary with a
family luncheon on Dec. 11,
2011, at Oakland Manor.

Their four sons and their
spouses, Tim and Cynthia
Ashby, Oak Grove, Marc and
Louise Ashby, Pembroke, Ter-
ry and Donna Ashby, Beaver
Dam, and Fred and Janet Ash-
by, Murray, hosted the event.

Ashby and the former Ida
Jean Robertson, were married
in Hopkinsville on Dec. 8, 1951,
with the Rev. J.R. Hunter offi-
ciating.

They have eight grandchil-
dren.

Wisby 50th
Joanne and Jim Wisby,

LaFayette Road, will celebrate
their 50th wedding anniver-
sary with a reception from 2 un-
til 4 p.m. Feb. 4, 2012, at the First
United Methodist Church.

Their daughter, Janet Young,
Vincennes, Ind., and their son,
Jeff  Wisby, Clarksville, Tenn.,
will host the event.

Wisby and the former Joanne
Watthall were married Feb. 4,
1962, at Wharton Barracks,
Heilbronn, Germany.

They have three grandsons.
The couple suggests those at-

tending can donate to the
church food pantry.

All friends and relatives are
invited.

The NEW ERA publishes engagement,
anniversary and wedding announcements
for residents, former residents and chil-
dren of  current and former residents of
Christian, Todd, Trigg and Caldwell coun-
ties.

The NEW ERA has standard forms on
which all engagement, wedding and an-
niversary/renewal of  vows announce-
ments should be submitted. These are
available at the newspaper’s front office.

Announcements can also be submitted
online at www.kentuckynewera.com/on-
line_forms.

All announcements are published in Sat-
urday’s WEEKEND edition. Forms and
photographs must be submitted no later
than noon Friday, nine days prior to the
publication date you request. 

PAYMENT
All paid announcements must be paid at

the time of  placement. Payment may be
made with cash, local check, money order
or credit card (MC/Visa, Discover or
American Express). Payment can be made
in person at the New Era office at 1618 East
Ninth St., Hopkinsville. Payment may be
mailed with announcement to P.O. Box 729,
Hopkinsville, KY 42241. Please do not mail
cash. 

If  submitting announcement via our se-
cure online Web site www.kentuckynew-
era.com/online_forms/ you may pay for
your announcement online with a credit
card or call one of  our customer service
representatives at 270-886-4444 to process a
credit card over the telephone. Office
hours are 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. CDT Monday
through  Friday.

PHOTOS
VERTICAL photos are required for all

announcements. The photos may be in col-
or or black and white, but should be a 5-by-
7 or smaller print.

Engagement photographs may be of  the
bride-elect or of  the bride-elect and her fi-
ancé. Wedding photos may be of  the bride
or the couple. Photos for anniversary an-
nouncements must be a recent photo taken
of  the couple, unless the Premium + 2 pho-
to option is selected. An older wedding
photo may be included with this package.

Photographs can be dropped off  at the
NEW ERA office, e-mailed to living@ken-
tuckynewera.com, or attached to an online
form at www.kentuckynewera.com/on-
line_forms. 

Photos must be .jpg file format. Only
high-quality digital photos will be accept-
ed. A digital photo needs to be at least 150
dots per inch (dpi) and be capable of  pro-
ducing a clear, 5-by-7 inch photo.

All published announcement photos will
be returned with a self-addressed, stamped
envelope included with the announce-
ment. 

Published photos will also be available
for pick up at the front desk at the NEW
ERA office.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, call Mary
D. Ferguson at 270-887-3220 (mornings) or
the features editor, at 270-887-3237 (after-
noons). 

PACKAGES
Engagements:
The STANDARD Engagement An-

nouncement includes: One 1 column x 2.5”
wedding photo, names of  bride-elect and
groom-elect, names of  bride-elect and
groom-elect’s parents, schools and occupa-
tions of  the bride-elect and groom-elect
and date, time and place of  upcoming cere-
mony. Cost: FREE

The DELUXE Engagement Announce-
ment includes: One 2 column x 6.3” wed-
ding photo and all the same information
included in the Standard Engagement An-
nouncement. Cost: $50

Weddings:
The STANDARD Wedding Announce-

ment includes: One 1 column x 2.5” wed-
ding photo, bride and groom’s name,
names of  bride and groom’s parents,
names of  bride’s and groom’s grandpar-
ents, place and time of  ceremony, bridal
party names (maid/matron of  honor,
bridesmaids, best man,groomsmen, ush-
ers, flower girl and ringbearer), time and
place of  reception, wedding trip, couple’s
place of  residence, and bride and groom’s
occupations. Cost: FREE

Note: Any wedding announcement
turned in more than 120 days from the date
of  the ceremony is not eligible for the Stan-
dard wedding option.

The DELUXE Wedding Announcement
includes: One 2 column x 6.3” wedding pho-
to and all the same information included in
the Standard Wedding Announcement.
Cost: $50

The PREMIUM Wedding Announcement
includes: One 2 column x 6.3” wedding pho-
to and all the same information included in
the Standard Wedding Announcement
PLUS: Names of  people assisting with cer-
emony and/or reception, name of  guest
register attendant, ceremony and recep-
tion musicians and deejays, bride’s escort
down the aisle and who gives her in mar-
riage and prenuptial events. Cost: $75

Anniversaries: 
The STANDARD Anniversary An-

nouncement (25th, 40th, 50th and any sub-
sequent years) includes: One 1 column x
2.5” anniversary photo (recent photo of
couple), couple’s name, address, time and
date of  anniversary event, hosts of  the
event, wife’s maiden name, date and place
of  original wedding, name of  wedding offi-
ciate, name and addresses of  couple’s chil-
dren, number of  grandchildren, great-
grandchildren, etc. Cost: FREE

The DELUXE Anniversary Announce-
ment (any year) includes: One 1 column x
2.5” anniversary photo and the same infor-
mation as the Standard Anniversary (25th,
40th, 50th). Cost: $35

The PREMIUM+1 Anniversary An-
nouncement (any year) includes: One 2 col-
umn x 6.3” anniversary photo and all the
same information included in the Standard
Anniversary Announcement. Cost: $50

The PREMIUM+2 Anniversary An-
nouncement (any year) includes: Two 1 col-
umn x 6.3” anniversary photos (one recent
picture, one older wedding photo) and all
the same information included in the Stan-
dard Anniversary Announcement. Cost:
$50
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Exhibit explores Jefferson’s slave ownership 
WASHINGTON (AP) —

Thomas Jefferson wrote “all
men are created equal” to de-
clare U.S. independence from
Britain, yet he was also a lifelong
slave owner who freed only nine
of  his more than 600 slaves dur-
ing his lifetime.

That contradiction between
ideals and reality is at the center
of  a new exhibit that opened Fri-
day as the Smithsonian Institu-
tion continues developing a
national black history museum.
It offers a look at Jefferson’s
Monticello plantation in Vir-
ginia through the lives of  six
slave families and artifacts un-
earthed from where they lived.

The exhibit, “Slavery at Jeffer-
son’s Monticello: Paradox of
Liberty,” was developed with
Monticello and will be on view at
the National Museum of  Ameri-
can History through mid-Octo-
ber. It includes a look at the
family of  Sally Hemings, a slave.
Most historians now believe she
had an intimate relationship
with the third president and that
he fathered her children.

Museum Director Lonnie
Bunch said his staff  can test
ideas by building exhibits before
the National Museum of  African
American History and Culture
is finished.

It will be the first museum
added to the National Mall since
2004. A groundbreaking is
planned for Feb. 22, and it’s
scheduled to open in 2015 near
the Washington Monument.

Bunch said museum officials
want to see how the public re-
sponds to subjects, such as slav-
ery, as they try to present history
for the widest possible audience.

Slavery, he said, is still the
“last great unmentionable” in
public discourse but central in
shaping American history.

“This is a story we know we
have to tell, and this is a story we
know is going to be difficult and
going to be challenging, but this
new museum has to tell the
story,” he told The Associated
Press. “In many ways, the
Smithsonian is the great legit-
imizer, so if  we can wrestle with
slavery and Jefferson, other peo-
ple can.”

A portion of  the exhibit de-
voted to the Hemings-Jefferson
story marks the first time the
subject has been presented on
the National Mall.

Curators stopped short of
making a definitive statement in
the exhibit about the relation-
ship, but they wrote that it was
likely an intimate one, based on
documentary and genetic evi-
dence.

“On the one hand it’s not a
breakthrough for scholars.
We’ve known this for a long
time,” Bunch said. “I think that
the public is still trying to un-
derstand it.”

Many artifacts, including tools
and kitchen ceramics, are on
public view for the first time, ex-
ploring the work and lives of
slave families who lived on Jef-
ferson’s plantation. Among the
pieces on display is a hand-
crafted chair built by John Hem-
ings, Sally Hemings’ brother, to
replicate a set of  French chairs
at Monticello.

While such items may have
been seen by 450,000 people a
year at Monticello, they are ac-
cessible to millions of  visitors at
the Smithsonian, curators said.

In the exhibit, oral histories
from descendants of  Jefferson’s
slaves reveal stories passed
down through families for gen-
erations, along with detailed
records kept by Jefferson.

For example, Jefferson bought
George and Ursula Granger and
their sons as slaves in 1773, and
Ursula became a “favorite
housewoman” of  his wife. Jef-
ferson eventually made George
Granger the overseer of  Monti-
cello, the only slave to rise to that
position and receive an annual
wage.

Later, the first baby born in the
White House was the son of
Wormley and Ursula Hughes,
who belonged to Jefferson.

“We can begin to understand
slavery, not as an abstraction but
through the stories of  individu-
als and families who were sur-
viving within a system that
denied their humanity,” said
Leslie Green Bowman, president
of  the Thomas Jefferson Foun-
dation that runs Monticello.

A related website will show-
case the “Getting Word” oral his-
tory project.

Curators also explore the im-
portance of  slavery in early U.S.
history and Jefferson’s views on
enslavement, which he called an
“abominable crime.”

The small laptop portable desk
he used to draft the Declaration
of  Independence is placed front
and center in the exhibit, bor-
rowed from the Smithsonian’s
permanent presidential gallery.

Shannon Lanier, 32, of  New
York City, a ninth generation de-
scendant of  Jefferson and Hem-
ings through their son Madison
Hemings, said he has known
about his ancestors for years
from stories told by his mother
and grandmother.

Having such an exhibit at the
Smithsonian is a breakthrough,
he said, because it’s past time for
more people to know about Jef-
ferson’s history with slavery.

“This is a great catalyst for
conversation,” he said, standing
near a bronze statue of  Jeffer-
son. “It’s really hard for people
to understand slavery and
Thomas Jefferson. He was a
president, why couldn’t he set
them free?”

“This helps enlighten people
about ... how complex it was.”

Bill Webb of  New York City
learned only in 2006 that his an-
cestor Brown Colbert was a
slave connected to Monticello as
the grandson of  Elizabeth Hem-
ings, Sally Hemings’ mother — a
discovery he called “mind blow-
ing.”

“On any research that you do,
I think it’s exciting. But with
slavery, it’s certainly disturbing
sometimes,” he said. “But it’s
fact. It’s good to know from
whence one comes.”

As for Jefferson, Webb said he
was “a product of  his time.”

Until the mid-1980s, Monticello
avoided the difficult topic of
slavery. But decades of  research
and archaeology at the site
helped piece together a fuller
picture of  slave life, said Monti-
cello Curator Elizabeth Chew.

“Twenty years ago, we could
not have done this show,” she
said.

Pitt to attend New Orleans homebuilding gala
NEW ORLEANS (AP) — Talk

show host Ellen Degeneres and
“American Idol” judge Randy
Jackson are hosting a star-stud-
ded gala in New Orleans to benefit
Brad Pitt’s Make It Right home re-
building effort.

Pitt will attend the $1,000-per-
person gala on March 10 called “A
Night to Make It Right,” which
will include performances by
singers Sheryl Crow, Rihanna,
Seal and Dr. John, said foundation
spokeswoman Taylor Royle.

Pitt launched Make It Right in
2007 to help Lower 9th Ward resi-
dents who lost their homes during
Hurricane Katrina in 2005. The
Lower 9th Ward was one of  the
hardest-hit neighborhoods when
Katrina caused levees to fail, in-
undating roughly 80 percent of
the city with floodwater.

Pitt worked with architects to
come up with designs for stronger,
safer and more energy-efficient
houses than the ones residents
lost. 

So far 75 homes have been built,
six more are under construction
and construction is set to begin on
roughly eight others in coming
months.

“Our goal is 150 houses, and this
fundraiser is going to help us
reach that goal,” said Royle, not-

ing that all proceeds will benefit
Make It Right.

Royle said it has taken more
time and money than the founda-
tion originally thought to build
150 homes. 

Getting in touch with families,
making decisions about their
homes, getting finances in order
and clearing paperwork takes
months, she said.

“It’s been a long road to get these
families home,” Royle said. “But
we’re happy with our progress,
and we’re looking forward to cele-
brating the progress we’ve made.”

Royle said a video of  Make It
Right’s work over the past four
years will be presented at the gala.
A four-course dinner organized by
chef  John Besh will include
courses by chefs Emeril Lagasse
and Giada de Laurentiis.

Degeneres, a New Orleans na-
tive, has already donated more
than $2 million to Make It Right.

“She’s been one of  our biggest
supporters,” Royle said.

Jackson, a Baton Rouge native,
was quick to offer his participa-
tion in the event, Royle said.

Other celebrities serving on the
event’s host committee who may
also be attending include actors
Josh Brolin, Sean Penn and Kevin
Spacey and director Spike Lee.


