
Hui Anne and Stephen’s
basement is a multifunc-
tional space that does triple
duty as office, TV room
and playroom. Their fami-
ly room is spacious, but it
had way too much going
on, and none of it was
working. When you
walked in, you just didn’t
know where to look — there
were distractions every-
where. The room had be-
come a repository for old,
mismatched furniture and
storage boxes. But the
space had huge potential,
and I focused on creating a
stylish yet hardworking
room, perfect for this
young family.

First, I focused on the
bulky, broken fireplace.
Transforming this eyesore
into an eye-catching focal
point was as easy as ex-
panding the width and
refacing it with gorgeous,
12- by 24-inch natural stone
in “wooden beige” color.
We popped in a sleek gas
insert and flanked the fire-
place wall with playful
wooden tiles made of over-
sized jigsaw-puzzle pieces.
The black-onyx puzzle
pieces provide the perfect
backdrop for the fireplace
wall, giving it dimension
and subtle pattern, and at-
tracting the attention it de-
serves.

Beside the fireplace we
positioned a big-screen TV
on a funky high-gloss gray
media cabinet. To provide
loads of comfy seating, I se-
lected the mother of all sec-
tionals — a mammoth char-
coal three-piece sofa that
will stand up to the kids
while offering space for the
adults to entertain down-
stairs after hours. Wall-to-
wall rich espresso-brown
carpeting is soft underfoot
and grounds the space,
while a creamy area rug po-
sitioned under the seating
area really sets off the sec-
tional. A couple of funky
white stools and a two-
piece solid wooden coffee
table complete the furnish-
ings in the lounge area of
the family room.

When they’re not relax-
ing on the comfy sofa, Hui
Anne and Stephen can get
to work at the other end of
the room. A stylish sal-
vaged wooden desk was

given new life with some
walnut stain, and we in-
stalled the same high-gloss
gray cabinetry on both
sides of the desk, as well as
beside the fireplace, to pro-
vide plenty of storage and
surfaces to display fun ac-
cessories and artwork. The
entire wall behind the desk
is made from a magnetic
dry-erase board, making it
the one wall the kids are ac-
tually encouraged to write
on.

To light up this base-
ment family room, we re-
moved the old acoustic-tile
ceiling and installed re-
cessed pot lighting. We se-
lected wonderful new ceil-
ing tiles styled to look like
white wooden planks, and
the effect is marvelous. The
new lighting changes the
whole mood of the space,
and we accented with task
lighting at the desk and
with lamps on either side of
the sofa.

Maximizing the illusion
of height at the small win-
dows, we hung floor-length
draperies and custom
graphic printed shades that
truly create the feeling of
larger windows and instant-
ly banish that below-
ground basement feeling.

Finally, to finish off the
wall behind the sectional
and give it a personal
touch, we selected several
different salvaged frames —
some painted and some
raw wood — and hung them
on the wall empty. Then,
we positioned conversation
pieces inside the frames —
we selected large old white
keys, an antique bicycle
horn and some of the kids’
artwork. But you can try
this idea at home with any
kind of eclectic filler. Have
fun and let your imagina-
tion run wild.

The basement had huge
potential, but it was a dia-
mond in the rough. The
broken fireplace was a
problem, and the room
lacked focus — and a focal
point. We transformed the
fireplace into the center-

piece of the room, and cre-
ated a stylish and inviting
lounge area with lots of
seating for family and
friends. The couple also has
a working office space now,
with tons of storage and
some fun touches like the
whiteboard wall.

Best of all, we banished
the basement blues with
floor-to-ceiling window
treatments that give the il-
lusion of larger windows,
and installed more-inviting
lighting fixtures that com-
plement the room’s funky
yet functional style.

Now, all we need to add
is the family to make this
room really come alive.

Interior decorator Candice
Olson is host of HGTV’s

“Candice Tells All.” Distributed
by Scripps Howard News

Service.
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OPEN HOUSE SUNDAY, May 20th • 2PM-4PM

212 Applewood 
Lane, E’town

$136,900

 (270) 268-5408
177 Towne Dr, 

Elizabethtown, KY 42701

Gale Neagle
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This is an absolute adorable home. Features include 3 bedrooms, 2 full baths, 
mosaic tile back splash in the kitchen and baths, very nice laminate flooring in 
the spacious living/dining room combo, plantation blinds and a privacy fence. 

This home has been very well maintained and is in a desirable location.
Directions: 31W to left on Jenkins by New Highland Elementary, 

left on Applewood Ln., across from John Hardin High School.
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www.goseegale.semonin.com

200 Lincoln Street,
Vine Grove, KY 40175

Directions: Take Hwy # 31 W 
North from E-Town to Joe Prather 
Hwy. # 313 go 3.5 miles, turn left 
onto Hwy. # 144 at intersection. 
Go approx 1 mile, turn right onto 
Woodland St. go approx 2/10’s of 
miles, turn left onto Lincoln 
Street. Home is on the left at the 
end of Lincoln Street.

HOUSE AND LOT
SATURDAY, MAY 19TH, 2012 • 10:30 AM SHARP!

Preview Dates: Agents will be on site.
Monday evening May 7th from 5:30-7:30 PM
Monday evening May 14th from 5:30-7:30 PM
On day of sale, house will be open at 9:00 AM

CONTACT INFORMATION: FOR ANY QUESTIONS OR INFORMATION YOU MAY HAVE, CALL
BETSY WILSON/BROKER AT 859-326-7610 OR TONY WILSON/AUCTIONEER AT 859-326-2121.

Announcements made day of sale takes precedence over written material!

After deciding to move closer to her children, we have been authorized By Mrs. Pauline Lee to sell t o 
the “Highest bidder” the above mentioned property at “Absolute Auction”. This one owner ranch home 
consists of a large family room with fireplace, spacious kitchen w/hickory custom cabinets and a din ing 
area, 3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths, laundry room adjacent to the kitchen, 2 car attached garage and a separ ate 
detached garage/workshop w/carport area. Other amenities include: New central air and heat, covered 
front porch, covered patio, 2 driveways, nicely landscaped and much more! Home is all one level and 
has absolutely no steps whatsoever. Corner lot size is approx . 129’x114’x128’x101’ feet (per the de ed).
Auctioneers note: This is a large brick home in a great neighborhood in Vine Grove, Ky. This home is 
located only minutes from Fort Knox Military Base (approx 8.5 miles) and also within walking distanc e 
to downtown. This home is located in a very quite neighborhood and would make anyone a fine place to
call home. Remember folks, this sale is an Absolute Auction and will sell to the “highest bidder” day of 
sale. Don’t miss this opportunity to buy at your price a fine home in Vine Grove. Come out and be wi th 
us day of sale!
Lead base: Potential bidders will have until sale date to have any and all inspections completed. 
Successful bidder will be required to sign waiver day of sale.
Terms: Real Estate- 10% down day of sale, balance due on or before 30 days. 2012 property taxes pro -
rated date of deed! Property sold “as is where is no warranties implied” The successful bidder will  be 
also required to pay a 7% buyer’s premium day of sale based upon the final highest bid.

The largest full service plumbing, heating, 
cooling contractor in this area!

Plumbing License #4876 • Boiler License 
#1596  Heating & Cooling • License #M00789

4250 Leitchfield Road, Cecilia, KY  42724

270-765-4141
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 KNIGHT’S KNIGHT’SKNIGHT’S
 MECHANICAL MECHANICALMECHANICAL

24 HOUR
 Emergency Service

 Knight’s Mechanical
offers commercial and
residential plumbing service!

D E C O R AT I N G C A N D I C E  T E L L S  A L L
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This fireplace was transformed into the centerpiece of the family room, then a stylish and inviting lounge area was created with
lots of seating for family and friends.

Basement fireplace becomes focal point

This family room is spacious, but it had way too much going
on, and none of it was working.


