
tephen Korfhage is at every
Western Kentucky men’s
basketball home game, sit-
ting in the top row. But

Tuesday, the WKU junior had to
settle for a front-row seat in the
Mass Media and Technology audi-
torium, where the first game of the
NCAA tournament was broadcast.

It was a good second choice for
Korfhage, who joined about 150
other Hilltopper fans who
screeched, pumped their fists and
leaped to their feet as WKU made

Photos by Pete Rodman/Daily News
Above: Fans react Tuesday at Hilligan’s Bar and Grill in Bowling Green as Western
Kentucky takes the lead in the final minutes against Mississippi Valley State. Right:
Western students David Fouts (left) and Nick Beasmore, both of Bowling Green, watch
the game at WKU’s Mass Media and Technology auditorium.

Alex Slitz/Daily News
Western Kentucky’s Vinny Zollo (left) and Teeng Akol celebrate the Hilltoppers’ victory Tuesday over Mississippi Valley State in the first round of the NCAA tournament in Dayton, Ohio.

COMING UP

Event will raise money
to help make sick kids’
dreams come true.
See Thursday’s Time Out.

Taste of BG
SWEET SIXTEEN

After more than a week off
since Region 4 final, Purples
set to take on Oldham County.
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Tuesday
Pick 3: 2-3-6       Pick 4: 3-7-2-2
Tuesday late
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KENTUCKY LOTTERY

 The Most Liberating Driving Experience
 2012 128i BMW Convertible

 Only  $ 419*/ Mo
 Monthly Lease payments of $419.00 for 36 months based on MSRP 
 of $41,495.00, $2,500 down payment. Excludes tax, title, license and 
 registration fees. Program available to qualified customers. Subject to 

 credit approval. See participating dealer for details.

 325 Three Springs Rd • 270.745.0001
 BMW  Of Bowling Green

NCAA TOURNAMENT: WKU 59, MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE 58

By JENNA MINK
The Daily News
jmink@bgdailynews.com/783-3246 

Inside
More stories and photos from WKU’s win. 
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Local venues provide broadcast
as fans cheer on the Hilltoppers

By LAUREL WILSON
The Daily News
lwilson@bgdailynews.com/783-3240

Cooper Stevenson, 6, ran
excitedly through the library
and gym at the new Jody
Richards Elementary School,
where he will go to school in
the fall.

“This is way nicer than
Rich Pond,” he proclaimed.

Tuesday night was the first
time Cooper and many others
got to see the inside of the
school on Elrod Road, which
will open in August. Hundreds
of families visited the facility
for a scavenger hunt and open
house.

Joan Stevenson, Cooper’s
mom, said they live close to
the school and have watched it
get built.

Though Stevenson likes
Rich Pond Elementary
School, where Cooper is a
first-grader, she was taken
with the new school’s big,
open feel.

“It’s just beautiful,” Steven-
son said. “I think it’s very
modern and I think the chil-
dren will really like it.”

Principal Stephanie Martin
said the night was about get-
ting kids and parents familiar
with the new facility.

“The more they get into this
building by August, the more
it will be easy (when school
starts),” Martin said.

It’s rare that a new school
building is finished before
school begins, so she said she
wants to take advantage of that
fact as much as possible.

“They’re very excited to get
in here,” she said.

Martin created a scavenger
hunt in which kids looked for
rooms all over the school,
from the cafeteria to the office
to the janitor’s closet.

“It’s a fun night to get to
know the space,” she said.

Students could also vote for
the mascot of their new
school, whose colors are red,
white and blue. Online, the
community had already nar-
rowed the choices down to
two: the Patriots or the Rock-
ets, Martin said. The votes will
be counted and the mascot
announced in the next few
days.

Downtown businesses, WKU’s Ransdell search for ‘cool factor’
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

The relationship between
downtown Bowling Green and
Western Kentucky University
hasn’t been clearly defined, but
that’s something downtown busi-

ness owners and the university
hope to change.

WKU President Gary Ransdell
said it’s possible for one entity to
succeed without the other, “but
unless we get married, we’re not
achieving our fullest potential,”
Ransdell told members of the

Fountain Square Business Associ-
ation on Tuesday. 

“The more energy and cool fac-
tor we can have downtown, the
better we will be. ... It’s in my
interest to help make the down-
town high in energy.”

Not only will a vibrant down-

town benefit businesses, it will
help lure faculty, staff and stu-
dents to WKU, Ransdell said.

Ron Murphy, executive direc-
tor of the Downtown Redevelop-
ment Authority, has been talking
with Ransdell about providing a
shuttle downtown for students.

“That’s certainly something we
can consider,” Ransdell said. “But
there has to be the demand for it.”

Ransdell asked if there was
ever a survey of students to see
what businesses or services might
draw them downtown. Marketing
student Sydnee Seaman said there

hasn’t been one, at least in recent
years.

Seaman and Nick Seymour are
part of a class with management
professor Will Clouse that plans to
study eight to 10 downtown

See BUSINESS, 6A

School
offers
sneak
peek
New elementary
set to open in August
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