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By KENNETH HART
The Independent

GREENUP The city of
Greenup will have a payroll
tax, albeit one of  a lesser
percentage than originally
proposed.
The city council, meeting

in special session on Tues-
day, voted to amend the tax
rate from 1.5 percent to 1
percent and to approve sec-
ond reading of  the occupa-
tional tax ordinance itself.

First reading of  an ordi-
nance calling for a 1.5 per-
cent tax was approved by the
council earlier this month.
Both of  Tuesday’s votes

were 4-2. Council members
Mark Harris, David Abdon,
David Black and Marty
Stephens all voted yes both
times, while Joe Mantz and
Amy Ferguson voted no.
The tax, which will apply

to all wages earned within
the city limits of  Greenup,
will go into effect April 1.

The levy is expected to gen-
erate between $120,000 and
$130,000 a year, city Finance
Director Tony Grubb said. A
1.5 percent tax would have
brought in about $185,000 a
year.
Council split 3-3 on the

first reading of  the ordi-
nance, with Mayor Lundie
Meadows voting “yes” to
break the tie. However, low-
ering the percentage rate
was enough to convince
Black to change his vote on
the second reading.
Black said after the meet-

ing he was never opposed to
the tax itself, but felt 1.5 per-
cent was too high.
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Greenup council approves payroll tax
City leaders agree
upon 1 percent rate
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Pam Jordan, of Jordan Ice Co., speaks out against a payroll tax in the city of Greenup during
a council meeting on Tuesday.  

By KATIE BRANDENBURG
The Independent

ASHLAND Ashland police
continue to deal with
methamphetamine-related
incidents after having
avoided meth as a major
problem in the area for
years.
Police responded at about

9 p.m. Monday to the re-
mains of  a mobile meth lab
in the area of  the Sixth
Street tunnel in Ashland.
Police Chief  Rob Ratliff

said police found a plastic
bottle containing the re-
mains of  meth-making
dumped in the area. Offi-
cers called in the Kentucky
State Police and an officer
with APD, who is part of
the drug task force, worked
to clean up the site.
CSX police were also no-

tified about the incident be-
cause the remains of  the
mobile meth lab were dis-
covered on CSX property,
he said.
Ashland police have also

reported three arrests relat-
ed to meth manufacturing
over the course of  the last
two weeks. 
Ratliff  said the dump site

discovered on Monday
night is typical of  what po-
lice have been seeing re-
cently. Meth is produced in
one area and the remains of
the operation are then
dumped elsewhere.
“What we’re seeing a lot

now is portable meth labs,”
he said.
No arrests have been as-

sociated with this dump
site, Ratliff  said.
The Ashland area has

largely avoided the problem
of meth in recent years, he
said. The main drug prob-
lem in the area has instead
been prescription medica-
tion.
“It’s (meth) been a prob-

lem in the western part of
the state for years,” Ratliff
said.
To combat the meth prob-

Meth a
growing
problem
in area
Ashland police
find mobile lab
remains near
Sixth Street

FRANKFORT (AP) Morehead State
University’s president told legisla-
tors Tuesday that there’s no need
to turn the University of  Pikeville
into a publicly funded school.
Wayne Andrews told the House

Education Committee that the area
is already well-served by current
universities and colleges. He said
adding another public institution

would deprive current institutions
of scarce resources.
“What we’re talking about is a

shrinking pie,” he said.
Rep. Leslie Combs, a Pikeville

Democrat, has proposed using coal
severance tax money to convert the
University of  Pikeville from a pri-
vate to public university.
Andrews said that in fiscal year

1999, state support for higher edu-
cation was $1.17 billion, while today
it totals $979 million. If  Gov. Steve
Beshear’s budget is approved, that
figure will be down to $916 million
in 2013.
Increasingly, Andrews said, the

burden is shifted to students’ tu-
ition rates.
However, he added, Morehead is

the second-most affordable univer-
sity for students in the state, with
its costs being a little less than Ken-
tucky State University’s.
Currently, he said, average tu-

ition for Morehead is $6,942, and
half of its students come from fam-
ilies that can be expected to con-

ABOVE: West
Carter fans cheer
and hold up pic-
tures of guard
Kyle Brown as the
seconds tick down
in the Comets’ 45-
38 win over
Greenup County
during the first-
round of the re-
gion tournament
in Morehead. 

LEFT: Rowan Coun-
ty fans hold their
hands up as D.J.
Townsend shoots
free throws late in
a region tourna-
ment game
against Fairview.
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Regional madness Coverage of the boys 
regional tournament

begins on B1

MSU president speaks against UPike proposal

See UPIKE / Page A10 See METH / Page A10

See TAX / Page A10


