
USPS 362-680 TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 28, 2012 — MOREHEAD, KENTUCKY VOL. 129 NO. 17

Newspaper Holdings, Inc.

© 2012              All rights reserved 50 CENTSwww.themoreheadnews.com

KENTUCKY
FARM BUREAU

BIG ON
COMMITMENT

Larry Knipp
Agent Manager

722 West Main
783-1868

What’s Inside

Classified...............B-6-8
Deaths.......................A-4
Dessie Cate............age 94
George Auxier........age 83
David Stegall.........age 33
News to use..............A-3 
Opinion..................A-5-6
Sports.....................B-1-4
TV Week....................B-4

Should Rowan County require scrap
metal dealers to hold newly-pur-
chased metal, including gold and sil-
ver, for a week to help catch metal
thieves?

Go to:
www.themoreheadnews.com
and submit your vote. Results
will be published in Friday’s The
Morehead News!

Kentucky has
strengthened
its laws re-
garding the
sale of scrap
metal and

more arrests
are being re-
ported. How-
ever, current
law allows a
dealer to re-

sell the metal
as soon as he
purchases it.

Last question:
Should Internet sales by
companies with distribu-
tion centers in Kentucky
be exempt from state
sales tax?

Yes 62% No 38%

Internet Poll...
Non-scientific poll, for opinion & entertainment

Vikings win
district 
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38 indictments
by grand jury
By STEPHANIE 
OCKERMAN
The Morehead News

Five defendants arrested in
Rowan Roundup II were among
the 30 people indicted by a
Rowan County grand jury Feb.
17.

The indictment of a person by
a grand jury is an accusation
only, and that person is pre-
sumed innocent unless proven
guilty.

Indicted were:

• Ronald D. Barker, 42, for
trafficking in a controlled sub-
stance when he allegedly traf-
ficked in 36 fentanyl suckers on
Nov. 16, 2011. Fentanyl comes
in patch form, pill, as an IV and
as a dime-sized “sucker” on a
stick. According to the National
Institute on Drug Abuse, this
narcotic analgesic is 50 to 100
times more potent than mor-
phine.

Olive Hill woman
killed on I-64

Kelly W. Moore, 43, of Olive
Hill, was killed Saturday night
when the pickup truck she was
driving overturned on I-64 in
Rowan County.

Kentucky State Police said
Moore, who was not wearing a
seatbelt, was ejected from the
vehicle near the 144 mile
marker. 

She was airlifted to the UK
Medical Center where she was

pronounced dead at 11:01 p.m.
Saturday.

She was manager of the Dol-
lar Mart in Morehead. Sur-
vivors include her husband,
Jerry Moore.

Funeral services will be held
at 2 p.m. Wednesday at Globe
Funeral Chapel in Olive Hill,
Kentucky. Burial will follow in
the Watson Cemetery in Olive
Hill.

Clack Mountain Festival now over the hill

By KEITH KAPPES
The Morehead News

Fire raced through two
buildings in downtown
Olive Hill Saturday night
but no injuries were re-

ported.
A vacant former gar-

ment factory was fully
engaged when firemen
arrived after being noti-
fied at 11:18 p.m. by a
passerby on US 60 (Tom

T. Hall Boulevard).
The fire spread quickly

to the attached building
housing Parker’s Car-

By KEITH KAPPES
The Morehead News

Eleven years after it
started and three years
after changing its
name, downtown More-
head’s Clack Mountain
Festival is no more.

Members of the festi-
val’s steering commit-

tee met recently with
representatives of the
prime sponsors, More-
head Tomorrow and
Morehead Tourism
Commission, to discuss
the future of the music
festival on the first
Saturday of June.

When the meeting
ended, the group had

reached a difficult but
practical decision to
pull the plug.

“Many of us have
been involved since it
started in 2001 as
‘Bluegrass and More’
and it wasn’t easy to
accept that what began
as a good concept did-
n’t stand the test of

time,” said Terri Alder-
man, executive director
of Morehead Tomorrow
and Morehead Tourism
Commission.

“We kept it free as
long as we could and
we kept it downtown
from start to finish but
we just couldn’t over-
come physical limita-

tions, economic condi-
tions and competing
festivals,” said Robin
Mirus, board chair of
Morehead Tomorrow.

“Morehead Tomor-
row, tourism, Kentucky
Center for Traditional
Music and Kentucky
Folk Art Center have
helped us financially

since the beginning but
local sponsorships de-
clined quickly when
the economy down-
turned a few years
ago,” added Alderman. 

“Our attendance has
been flat for the last 

Olive Hill fire destroys
old factory, carpet store

Smoke and flames lit up the night sky Saturday as fire consumed two build-
ings in downtown Olive Hill. No one was injured.  (Photo by Kara Beth
Hicks)

See FIRE on A-8

See GRAND JURY on A-8

Uncovering mental illness in Rowan County
See FESTIVAL on A-3

By KIM BANDURA
The Morehead News 

Four Family Dollar Distri-
bution Center employees
were arrested early Friday
morning after an investiga-
tion led to charges of theft
and criminal mischief that
allegedly involved defacing
of federal property.

Kentucky State Police said
a complaining witness iden-
tified individuals who shot
out several car windows

with an air rifle and were
spray painting at Lockegee
Rock in the Daniel Boone
National Forest.

Jeffery Plank, 20, of
Wallingford, Jonathan A.
Riddle, 19, Dustin Davis, 23,
and Amanda Johnson, 20,
all of Morehead, were served
arrest warrants at the
MMRC Regional Industrial
Park on charges of criminal
mischief first degree (a class
D felony) and theft by un-
lawful taking.

Riddle was additionally

charged with tempering
with physical evidence after
he allegedly threw stolen
items from a vehicle during
a pursuit.

Davis and Johnson were
released Friday afternoon.
Riddle remains in custody
on $2,000 cash bond. Plank
remains at the Rowan
County Detention Center on
$10,000 cash bond.

Both pled not guilty to
criminal mischief and a pre-
trial hearing is set for
March 5.

Officials at Family Dollar
Distribution Center were
not available to talk with
The Morehead News about
the matter.

The case remains under
investigation by Trooper
William Sparks and Officer
Andrew Black of the US
Forest Service.

Kim Bandura can be
reached at kbandura@the-
moreheadnews.com or by
telephone at 784-4116.

Four warrants served at Family Dollar

Third of a series.

By NOELLE HUNTER
The Morehead News

There’s nothing cliché
about Leeann Akers, not
even the mental illness that
she manages with medica-
tion and therapy.

Akers is the managing ed-
itor for The Morehead News’
sister newspapers, the
Grayson Journal-Enquirer
and Olive Hill Times. Her

fiery red hair and an equally
fiery personality make her
both endearing and exasper-
ating to many a Carter
County official who gets in
the way of her reporting the
news. 

Around the newsroom,

Akers is known for a no-non-
sense approach to reporting
and for silence-breaking fun-
nies on stressful deadline
days. Is it possible that
these two distinct attributes
reflect her more innate in-
ternal conflict?  

Akers has bipolar disor-
der, a diagnosis she’s carried
since 2005. 

“I’m a high functioning
bipolar, and I feel like part
of why I’m here is to educate
people about this,” Akers
said.

The National Alliance on
Mental Illness (NAMI) de-
fines bipolar disorder as a
chronic and serious mental 

See SHADOWS on A-8


