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Chris Pardue was an as-
sistant coach at Boyle
County while the Rebels
were winning five straight
state titles from 1999-2003,
then served as head coach
from 2005-07. 
Now Pardue is the head

coach at Mercer County,
and he and the Titans visit
Rebel Stadium on Friday
for a game that will decide
second place in District
AAAA-5.
But Pardue downplayed

any talk of this game being
about his return to Boyle.
“This is an important

game for our team. It is a
big game for us, because
we have a chance to host a
playoff game. And it guar-
antees our first winning
season since 2006,” Pardue
said. “I coached against
(alma mater) Allen
County(-Scottsville), too.
It’s just another game we
want to win. It’s not about
me, it’s about these kids.”
Boyle coach Larry

French agreed anything
other than what takes
place on the field is irrele-
vant.
“This doesn’t have any-

thing to do with anything
else,” he said. “It’s just
going to be two high
school teams playing on
Friday and playing to the
best of their abilities, and
the best team will win.”
And Pardue said his

team is going to have to
match Boyle’s physicality
to get that win.
“What they’re going to

do, they play extremely
hard, they’re going to play
fundamentally sound and
compete every play,” Par-
due said. “And that’s what
we talk to the kids about.
They’re not just going to
hit us once and back off.
Their defensive line will
attack us, and the offen-
sive line will stay on their
blocks until the whistle
blows. That’s what we’re
trying to do with our pro-
gram.”

Mercer (5-3, 2-1 dis-
trict) has been clicking
with its two-quarterback
system to go along with
the running of James
Johnson.
Johnson has rushed for

1,172 yards and 22 touch-
downs. The Titans, com-
ing off a school-record 72
points last week, are aver-
aging 34 points and 390
yards per game. Boyle is
giving up 23 points per
game.
“He breaks a lot of tack-

les, he’s a good running
back. He was a good run-
ning back last year, but he
seems to be a little
stronger this year,” French
said of Johnson.
Darion Lewis, one of

Mercer’s two quarter-
backs, has thrown for 183
yards and a score, rushed
for 314 yards and two
scores and has six catches
for 169 yards and two
touchdowns, and Drew
Davis has thrown for 564
yards and four touch-
downs with an intercep-
tion. French said
preparing for two quarter-
backs is not difficult.
“They’re going to line

up and run their offense,
and it doesn’t matter who
the quarterback is,” French
said. “The both can throw
it and run it, and you’ve
got to prepare for what
they do offensively, not in-
dividuals. They’ve got a lot
of speed, and speed has
been a problem for us all
season long. We’ve got to
be able to tackle their
speed before it gets
started.”
Boyle (4-4, 2-1) started

slowly in what turned into
a 63-0 win over Marion

County last week, and
French said his team
needs a better start this
week.
“You’d better, or you

might find yourself behind
and playing catch-up the
rest of the night,” French
said. “I think our focus will
be a lot better, and I think
we’ll be ready to play.” 
Pardue said Mercer’s

defense is going to have to
play better defensively
than it did last week in a
72-31 win over Taylor
County.
“We’re going to have to

play our best game of the
year to have a chance to

win this game. Our records
are about the same, but
when you look at their
competition, it’s under-
standable,” Pardue said.
“It’s going to take our best
effort to win this game,
and we’ll probably need
Boyle to make a few mis-
takes.”
Boyle averages 36

points and 406 yards of of-
fense, while Mercer’s de-
fense is allowing 26 points
per game.
Seph Burke has rushed

for 864 yards and 10
touchdowns for the
Rebels, and Lloyd Hall has
477 yards and four scores

rushing and has 26
catches for 459 yards and
four more scores.
Boyle quarterback

Casey Whittle is 68 for 142
for 1,106 yards and 13
touchdowns with four in-
terceptions. Josiah Rob-
bins has scored six
touchdowns and has 597
yards of total offense.
French said Mercer’s

defense is going to be a
challenge for his offense.
“They pursue the ball

extremely well. The run to
the ball well, and they’ve
got quickness on defense,”
French said. “The big
Coleman kid (Austin) is a

force in there (on the line),
and their linebackers run
downhill.”
Mercer has taken Lex-

ington Catholic and Madi-
son Central into the fourth
quarter in close games,
but ultimately lost. Pardue
wants to see if the Titans
can finish a game off if
given the chance Friday.
“We’ve had a couple of

opportunities like this be-
fore with Madison Central
and Lexington Catholic,”
Pardue said. “We got to the
fourth quarter and didn’t
find a way to win those
games. Hopefully, we can
learn from our mistakes.”

Second place the first priority for Mercer, Boyle
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Mercer County running back James Johnson gets a lead block from Austin Coleman (78) on his way to a 35-yard touchdown run in the first
quarter of the Titans’ win over Taylor County last week. Johnson ran for 243 yards and five touchdowns last week and has 1,172 yards and 22
touchdowns going into Mercer’s game Friday at Boyle County.

Mercer’s Pardue downplays
return to former school
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Sam Harp knows exactly
where his team is, and he’s
hoping the Danville play-
ers will recognize their lo-
cation as well.
With one district game

remaining, the Admirals
are exactly where they
were at this time last sea-
son, facing a game against
Lexington Christian that
will determine second and
third place in District AA-
7 and award the winner a
home game in the first
round of the playoffs.
The Danville coach re-

members what happened
last year, and he wants his
team to avoid a similar fate
Friday at Admiral Sta-
dium.
“We were in this same

position last year, and we
went up there and laid an
egg and they beat us,”
Harp said.
A one-point loss to LCA

last season forced Danville
to go on the road for the
first round of the playoffs,
and while the Admirals
survived that game, they
didn’t survive their sec-
ond-round game at Som-
erset.
Now they face an LCA

team that bears a strong
resemblance to the one
that beat them a year ago
— and to the way Harp
wants his team to look in
its final regular-season
home game.
“The biggest thing

about them is they play

smart and they play hard.
They’ve got good athletes,
but their athleticism is not
what gets you beat. What
they do well is they play
smart, they take care of the
football and they play
hard. They look like
they’re going out there
with a purpose,” Harp said.
“We’ve got to do the same.
That approach served us
well early in the season ...
and we’ve got to hope that
shows up for us again.”
LCA (5-3, 1-1) was a

young team last season,
and in many respects it
still is. 
Harp said the Eagles

still play a number of
sophomores and juniors,
with only a couple of sen-
iors starting on each side
of the ball.
“Next year they’ll be a

veteran team for sure,” he
said.
After a 12-9 loss at Som-

erset last week, LCA has
scored and allowed exactly
the same number of points
— 20.3 per game.
The Eagles took Somer-

set to the wire, driving for
a chance to win or tie the

game in the last 2 minutes
before they were stopped
by an offensive pass inter-
ference penalty at the 1-
yard line and an
incomplete pass.
The Eagles’ offense gen-

erated only 240 yards at
Somerset, which isn’t far
off their season average.
They are averaging 86
rushing yards and 156
passing yards per game,
but they allow only 121
rushing yards and 155
passing yards per game.
“They’re well-coached,

they play hard, they’re
fundamentally sound, and
in order to combat that
we’re going to have to do
the same,” Harp said.
Dima Ballard and Lin-

coln Henzman split time
at quarterback last year for
LCA, but Ballard has got-
ten the bulk of the snaps
this year, and he has
thrown for 1,054 yards
with nine touchdowns and
eight interceptions.
Leading receiver Justin

King has 21 catches for 498
yards, and Sam Maybriar
is the leading rusher with
355 yards and three touch-
downs.  Both were also the
team leaders in those cat-
egories last season.
Danville averages 196

rushing yards and 93 pass-
ing yards per game. The
Admirals ran for 240 yards
and threw for 87 last week
in their 28-19 win at Mid-
dlesboro, where they ral-
lied with two touchdowns
in the final 6:35.
“I think we had very

good focus all week long,
but honestly, I felt like our
kids felt like Middlesboro
was just Middlesboro and
they were going to roll
over and die for us,” Harp
said. “We’re going to get
the best out of everybody
we play, I don’t care what
class they’re in. We’re not
going to sneak up on any-
body ... and we used to in-

timidate people, but we
don’t intimidate people
any more.”
Jawan Grey rushed for

140 yards and three touch-
downs for the Admirals
last week, and he has 453
yards and five touchdowns
on the season. Quarter-
back Devonta Alcorn has
rushed for a team-high
464 yards and seven

touchdowns and has
thrown for 747 yards with
eight touchdowns and
three interceptions.
Defensive back Nolan

Spann suffered an ankle
injury last week, and his
status for Friday’s game is
in doubt. 
Harp said X-rays on the

ankle were negative and
said Spann is day to day.

Danville faces familiar
scenario against LCA
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Danville quarterback Devonta Alcorn (15) throws a pass during the Admirals’ loss to Somerset earlier
this season. Alcorn and the Admirals host Lexington Christian on Friday.

Mercer County
at Boyle County
7:30 p.m. Friday, Danville

n RADIO/WEBCAST

WHBN-AM (1420), WRNZ-FM (105.1)
www.hometownlive.net
n RECORDS

Titans: 5-3 (2-1 4A-5)
Rebels: 4-4 (2-1 4A-5)
n LAST YEAR

Boyle County 28-0

Lexington Christian
at Danville

7:30 p.m. Friday, Danville
n RADIO/WEBCAST

WHIR-AM (1230)
www.hometownlive.net
n RECORDS

Eagles: 5-3 (1-1 2A-7)
Admirals: 6-2 (1-1 2A-7)
n LAST YEAR

Lexington Christian 14-13


