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Maybe you saw the list of
worst jobs that some outfit called
Careercast.com put out about a
month ago. Among the bottom
five were newspaper reporter
and broadcaster.

Those guys whiffed. No list of
worst jobs is complete without

Big East Confer-
ence commission-
er somewhere
near the top.

John Marinatto
resigned Monday
after being forced
out by a confer-
ence membership
that voted in just
about every move
it kicked him out
for.

Used to be, conference com-
missioner was one of those cushy,
get-you-through-to-retirement
kinds of jobs. He was a glad-han-
der. He showed up at the best
bowl games and, maybe if things
got hairy, soothed a few egos. The
biggest decision was making sure
he picked the right resort for the
summer meetings.

Not anymore. Now, conference
commissioners are in charge of
hostile takeovers, clandestine
courtships and assembling the
odd college sports cabal.

If Marinatto failed, most of it
rested in his inability to get a ma-
jority of the college presidents in
his conference to live in the real
world.

After something of a coup in
landing TCU, Marinatto wanted
to solidify the league at 10 teams
by adding Central Florida, but
South Florida President Judy
Genshaft refused, while other es-
tablished league members still,
according to sources, had designs
on recruiting Boston College back
into the league.

Yeah, that was going to hap-
pen.

In addition to dissent there
was subterfuge. Marinatto
worked on a nine-year, $1.4 billion
TV deal with ESPN, based on TCU
in the league, and took it to con-
ference presidents. They voted it
down. One school involved in the
leadership on that decision then
turned around and bolted from
the league.

If there were steps he could
have taken that might have left
the Big East on a more solid foot-
ing — and there were, though not
all were supported by the confer-
ence presidents in a manner time-
ly enough to make a difference —
Marinatto also found himself in a
situation where he could not win.

After Syracuse and Pitt left,
Marinatto told league presidents
to increase the exit fee. They
wouldn’t. Shortly after, TCU
walked away.

Former Big East commission-
er Mike Tranghese told The New
York Times it was Marinatto’s vi-
sion that kept the league afloat af-
ter Miami, Boston College and
Virginia Tech defected.

But Marinatto couldn’t sell his
conference on any vision, if in
fact he had one this time around,
nor was he given the support to
take bold action to make achiev-
ing one even a remote possibility.
Yes, there is failure, but it is at the
very least shared.

The question now is whether
it can be reversed. The Big East
still can cobble together a decent
football television package,
thanks to its expanded member-
ship. It turns out sports are about
the only thing anyone watches on
live TV anymore.

The bigger challenge for the
new commissioner will be lobby-
ing for leverage with the true
football power conferences, and
remembering to pay attention to
the strength of the basketball
side. Even so, there’s no holding
on to programs like Louisville or
Connecticut if the league is raid-
ed again.

And the biggest job of all will
be coming up with a vision and
identity for a conference that has
lost both and holding together a
membership that has lost its unity
with new members who have to
be uneasy.

Those job rankings from Ca-
reercast ranked lumberjack as
the worst job. But for the next Big
East commissioner, an ax may
never be very far away.

Contact Eric Crawford at (502)
582-4361 or ecrawford@courier-
journal.com. Comment on this col-
umn or read his blog and past col-
umns at www.courier-journal.com/
crawford.

Big East
top job a
thankless
endeavor

Eric
Crawford

His native Kenya having
already selected its list
of Olympic marathon-
ers, former University

of Louisville distance runner Wes-
ley Korir figures he still has two
shots at making the 2012 Olympic
Games in London.

Korir, who joined an exclusive
list by winning the Boston Mara-
thon last month, is holding out hope
of becoming a U.S. citizen in time
to participate in the 10,000 meters
in the U.S. Olympic trials in late
June. As a permanent resident of
the U.S., he said he has asked for
his citizenship file to be expedited
but has not received word yet on
whether it will happen in time.

His wife, the former Tarah Mc-
Kay, who also ran at U of L, is cur-
rently trying to qualify for the Ca-
nadian trials in the 10,000 meters.

“I will be in the Olympics, I
know,” Korir said. “Either with Ta-

rah or myself, I know I will be
there.”

A week after Korir won in Bos-
ton, he was asked to hold the tape
at the finish line of the Toronto
Yonge Street 10K race. Guess who
was the first woman to cross the
line? Tarah McKay-Korir won and
hopes she can use it as a spring-
board for faster times as the trials

Wesley Korir crosses the finish line to win the men’s division of the Boston Marathon in 2:12:40 on
April 16. Conditions were unseasonably warm with temperatures in the 80s. ELISE AMENDOLA/AP

OUTRUNNING
EXPECTATIONS
Ex-U of L runner Korir aims for the Olympics

Korir discusses his Boston win at the University of
Louisville on Monday. JOHN SOMMERS II/SPECIAL TO THE C-J

Tarah
McKay-Korir
also eyes
London.

By C.L. Brown
cbrown@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See KORIR, Page C2

STORRS, Conn. — Big East
Commissioner John Marinatto,
facing pressure from school
presidents upset by his handling
of the departure of several high-
profile programs, resigned Mon-
day after less three years on the
job.

Pittsburgh and Syracuse
made plans to leave for the At-
lantic Coast Conference in Sep-
tember, and West Virginia bolted
for the Big 12 the
following month.
The Big East re-
grouped by add-
ing Central Flori-
da, Houston,
Memphis, SMU
and Temple for
all sports and
Boise State, San
Diego State and
Navy for football
only.

Marinatto
said Monday that
trying to guide
the conference
through realignment took a
physical and mental toll on him.

He said he began talking to
the conference presidents in
mid-April about stepping down.

“I’ve been running a mara-
thon not only for the last eight
months but for the last 2½
years,” he said. “As fulfilling as
it can be, it is equally draining.
All the assets are in place right
now (in the Big East). It’s prob-
ably time for a commercialized
kind of perspective. Clearly the
collegiate model is dead.”

Marinatto became the third
commissioner of the Big East on
July1, 2009. He had served as the
conference’s senior associate
commissioner since 2002 and
spent 14 years as the athletic di-
rector at Providence College.

“John helped build the Big
East into what it is today, and
played a critical role in our suc-
cessful expansion efforts, and
for all of that we thank him,” said
Judy Genshaft, President of the
University of South Florida and
the chair of the conference.

But privately, many in the
conference were unhappy by the
defections of Pitt and Syracuse,
and some blamed Marinatto for
being caught off guard, having
just turned down a television
contract offer from ESPN.

Former Commissioner Mike
Tranghese, who retired in 2008,
said his successor “inherited a
very, very difficult situation.”

Big
East
boss
is out

John
Marinatto
resigned
after a long
fight to save
the Big East.

Marinatto resigns
under pressure from
league’s presidents
By Ralph Russo and
Pat Eaton-Robb
Associated Press

See BIG EAST, Page C2

Louisville returned home from a 12-game trip
Monday hoping to turn things around, but the
Bats’ woes continued as they fell to Norfolk 4-2 in
front of 5,250 fans at Slugger Field.

It was the Bats’ fourth straight loss. Louisville
(10-22) has lost eight of nine.

Bats starter Jeff Francis (2-4) lasted seven in-
nings and surrendered four runs — three in the
third — and nine hits, striking out six.

Norfolk starter Dana Eveland (3-2) was stellar
through five innings, allowing just four hits, no
walks and striking out four for the Tides (13-17).Louisville’s Denis Phipps hits a two-run homer in the sixth inning

Monday night, but it was the only offense the Bats could generate.
DAVID R. LUTMAN/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL

NORFOLK 4, LOUISVILLE 2

Bats’ problems continue at home
After disappointing 12-game road trip,
their homestand kicks off with a loss
By J.J. Hysell
Special to The Courier-Journal

TODAY’S
GAME
Who: Norfolk
When: 6:35
p.m.
Where:
Louisville
Slugger Field
Radio:
WKRD-790

See BATS, Page C5

Time: 05-07-2012 22:58 User: rtaylor2 PubDate: 05-08-2012 Zone: IN Edition: 1 Page Name: C 1 Color: CyanMagentaYellowBlack


