
It’s an effort to prevent prep athletes’ head and neck injuries
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Dr. Eli Jackson, a dentist with Chandler Park Dental Care, works on a patient during Friday’s Smiles From
the Heart free dentistry event.

Thias Sims, 4, of Bowling Green, has four cavities filled
Friday by Dr. Stephen Robertson with the help of his
assistant, Aimee Parrish, at Destiny Dental’s Give Kids
A Smile Day.

Community Education’s Spell-a-Bration slated for Feb. 17
By JUSTIN STORY
The Daily News
jstory@bgdailynews.com/783-3256

If you’re Bowling Green-War-
ren County Community Educa-
tion, you can’t spell “party” with-
out “b-e-e.”

Community Education’s sev-
enth annual Spell-a-Bration is
scheduled for Feb. 17 at Sloan
Convention Center. At least 22
teams have signed on to partici-
pate in the event, which is one part
spelling bee, one part silent auc-

tion and one part costume party.
The event is sponsored by Hill’s

Pet Nutrition and Harned, Bachert
and McGehee, and the funds raised
by the Spell-a-Bration benefit the
many enrichment classes and edu-
cational programs offered by Com-

munity Education to adults and
children in the community.

Community Education Execu-
tive Director Debi Wade Jordan
said the annual event has grown in
many ways from the initial Spell-
a-Bration, which was held in the

cafeteria at Henry Moss Middle
School.

The community has embraced
the event, with inventively named
teams seeing it as an opportunity
to show off their smarts, or at least
do their best imitation of champi-

on spellers while wearing out-
landish costumes.

“You have to have a competi-
tive spirit, and a lot of people in
our community do,” Jordan said.

See PURPLE, 6A

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

By ANDREW ROBINSON
The Daily News
arobinson@bgdailynews.com/783-3242

The state House unanimously passed
legislation Thursday that would require
training for coaches and medical profes-
sionals who deal with high school athletes
– an effort to prevent head and neck
injuries, including concussions.

State Rep. Jody Richards, D-Bowling
Green, was a co-sponsor of the bill, which
calls for each interscholastic coach in Ken-
tucky to complete training on recognizing
the symptoms of a concussion and seeking
proper medical treatment for a person sus-
pected of having a concussion.

“I think it’s an excellent bill, and I cer-
tainly hope it has success,” Richards said.
“We’re finding research about concussions
that even one concussion can have perma-
nent damage. We need to prepare better.”

Kevin Wallace, head football coach at
Bowling Green High School, said all city
and county high schools have a contract
with Western Kentucky Orthopaedic &
Neurosurgical Associates that provides
trainers on a daily basis to the schools.

“We’re one of the lucky minorities in
that we have a trainer at every practice and
a trainer at every game,” Wallace said.
“We have doctors on the sidelines. I think

if that takes the guesswork out of the deal,
then great.”

Wallace pointed out that not every
school district in the state is fortunate to
have a school board that makes sure those
resources are in place.

State Rep. Jim DeCesare, R-Bowling
Green, said the training for coaches and
trainers can be completed over the Internet.

“I think it’s an
excellent bill,
and I certainly
hope it
has success.
We’re finding
research
about

concussions that even one
concussion can have
permanent damage. We
need to prepare better.”

Rep. Jody Richards
Co-sponsor of bill

See HOUSE, 6A
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Hughes receives
BGPD’s top award
Detective: ‘It’s very humbling’
By DEBORAH HIGHLAND
The Daily News
dhighland@bgdailynews.com/783-3243

Bowling Green Police Detective Wade
Hughes was recognized Friday as the
agency’s top cop as voted on by his peers.

Hughes, a seven-year law enforcement
veteran, won Officer of the Year at the de-

partment’s annual employee service awards.
“I just only hope that I can live up to the

standards that the officers before me have
set,” Hughes said after the ceremony in the
department’s community room. “To be
quite honest, I think the award could go to
anybody at the agency. All of the officers
here are fine, outstanding officers.

See HUGHES, 6A

Free dental services draw crowds;
many are living without insurance
By JENNA MINK
The Daily News
jmink@bgdailynews.com/783-3246

egina Clark stood in front of a dentist’s
office for more than eight hours Friday,
waiting to get her tooth pulled.

She represents millions of Americans
who are without dental insurance, and she

was one of hundreds of people who took advan-
tage of free dental services Friday in Bowling
Green. A lack of dental insurance is a growing
issue, doctors and patients say. 

See DENTAL, 6A


