
the first quarter.
That blitz left Ander-

son down 11-6, a deficit 
that grew to seven 
points on two occasions 
before the Bearcats 
righted things. Anderson 
had taken a quick 4-0 
lead but had dominated 
play so thoroughly in 
the first 67 seconds that 
Rockcastle coach Benny 

Blanton called a quick 
timeout.

“Sometimes, I think 
this team is too moody 
for this time of the 
year,” Drury said. “We 
got a little lead and 
relaxed. We didn’t stay 
focused. We take plays 
off. We get ahead and 
say, ‘OK, let’s take a few 
plays off.’

“Then, the next thing 
you know, you have 
a tight game because 
someone is ahead of you. 

This club has done that 
repeatedly.”

A baseline jumper 
from Jay Smith and a 
19-foot bomb from Low-
ell Gordon seemed to 
get the Bearcats going 
again. Gordon would 
lead all scorers with 14 
points. Ironically, that 
first-quarter bucket that 
drew Anderson within 
16-13 was his only basket 
from inside the 3-point 
line, connected from 
downtown four times 

last Friday.
“Gordon was back,” 

Drury said. “I told him 
he would be back, and 
he was.”

Gordon sank four 
home run balls, while 
Darrin Laswell swished 
two during Anderson’s 
23-10 outburst in the sec-
ond quarter when the 
Bearcats took control.

JV rolls
The Anderson junior 

varsity rolled to a 51-31 
win over Rockcastle in 

the preliminary game.  
Luke Mann led Ander-
son with 15 points.

Comment at www.the-
andersonnews.com.

By John Herndon
Sports Editor

Positive thinkers are right. 
Enthusiasm does make a differ-
ence.

At least that was the case 
Saturday night when Anderson 
County put a 71-45 thumping on 
McCrary Central in boys’ basket-
ball action.

The Bearcats took the lead for 
good when Seth Carmichael’s run-
out made it 8-6 midway through 
the first quarter and built their 
advanatage to as many as 28 
points in the final minutes.

For the Bearcats to record 
back-to-back victories for the first 
time since beating Collins on Jan. 
6, it was a combination of pres-
sure defense and simply playing 
fundamental basketball.

“I thought we played with a 
lot of passion tonight,” Anderson 
coach Glen Drury said. “I think 
we had been coming out lethar-
gic. We try to pick up our enthu-
siasm. We had a little bit more 
passion for what we are doing. 
At the same time when you are 
pressing, it looks like you are 
more intense.”

The Bearcats forced McCreary 
Central into 21 turnovers and 
limited the Raiders to 1-for-19 
shooting beyond the 3-point arc. 
Anderson improved to 16-6, while 
McCreary fell to 11-14.

It was fitting that Carmichael 
would do the honors of putting 
the Bearcats ahead for good as he 
scored 14 points and pulled down 
6 rebounds on the night. “Carmi-
chael had his best game of the 
year,” Drury noted. 

But it was 9-2 outburst over the 
first three minutes of the second 
quarter gave Anderson a 21-11 

lead and  put things firmly in the 
Bearcats’ control. Then after Dar-
rin Laswell swished a 3-pointer to 
put Anderson up 24-13 at the 4:39 
mark of the second quarter, the 
Bearcats never saw their lead dip 
into single digits again.

Laswell joined Carmichael at 
the top of the Anderson scoring 
parade, but 10 different Anderson 
players scored.

By the end of the third quarter, 
Anderson was up 51-35 and even 
though Drury gave playing time 
to every player that dressed, the 
lead grew to 71-43 inside the final 
minute.

“You have a nice team,” 
McCreary coach Robert Jones told 
Drury as they went through the 
customary post-game handshake. 

While Drury will be quick to 
remind an observer his team has 

some deficiencies – the same can 
be said for every Eighth Region 
team in 2012 – he was also quick 
to note the Bearcats showed 
improvement heading into the 
final two weeks of the regular 
season. 

“I think we are getting smarter. 
That is what we have been after,” 
Drury said. “We have got to  play 
every play if we want to be suc-
cessful in the post-season.

“I like what I have seen the last 
two nights. You are a lot smarter 
when you run an offense. We are 
passing the ball better. You have 
to do that in the post-season. Our 
passion for the game has got to 
stay that way.”

Comment at www.theanderson-
news.com.
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Enthusiasm makes the difference 
as Bearcats romp past McCreary By John Herndon

Sports Editor

With 10 days left in the high school basketball reg-
ular-season, things are beginning to shape up for the 
contenders in the races for the Eighth Region crowns. 
Last week saw South Oldham score a big win that will 
have a major bearing on the boys’ regional race, then 
suffer its first loss to a regional foe three nights later. 

On the girls’ side, Anderson County had the most 
impressive week, knocking off title contenders in 
other regions in convincing fashion and moving up 
to a No. 7 ranking statewide in the Rating the State 
rankings that appeared in Monday’s Lexington Her-
ald-Leader. The Lady Bearcats are now a slight favor-
ite to win the region, according to the same poll. 

Here is a look at the top teams in the region as I see 
them.

Boys’ Eighth Region
1. South Oldham (15-7, 8-1 against regional oppo-

nents).  While the Dragons suffered their first loss to 
a regional foe Friday night at Gallatin County, the big 
story was their convincing win over district foe North 
Oldham last Tuesday. With that one, South Oldham 
clinched the top seed in the 29th District and are a 
virtual shoo-in to advance to the regional tournament 
now. “They have been the most consistent team in the 
region so far,” Gallatin County coach Jon Jones said 
after his game at Anderson County on Wednesday.

2. Oldham County (20-5, 6-1). The Colonels were the 
first regional team to get to 20 wins last week, but an 
earlier loss to South Oldham still stings. Oldham will 
be the No. 2 seed in the 29th District Tournament 
and will play a dangerous North Oldham in the first 
round. Still, Oldham is the defending champion and 
can combine athleticism and experience. Has won 
seven straight.

3. Collins (17-9, 6-4). The Titans have quietly made 
their way into the top echelon of contenders. They 
followed an impressive win over Bullitt East with 
thrashings of Henry County and Central Hardin last 
week. Collins might be the most talented team in the 
region and is playing very well at this point, winning 
five of its last six.

4. North Oldham (17-8, 8-2). Dropped a notch after 
losing to South Oldham but still has the region’s top 
inside-outside combo in Devon Rowan and David Lev-
itch. Of note, though, is the fact that Oldham County 
and North Oldham will play in the first round of dis-
trict tournament. Translation: One of them is going to 
the regional tournament in street clothes.

5. Owen County (17-8, 14-3). Still lurking just below 
the big names, but the Rebels have been rolling 
along.

Other threats: Simon Kenton, Gallatin County, 
Anderson County, Spencer County, Grant County.

Girls’ Eighth Region
1. South Oldham (19-4, 10-1). South has had three 

impressive wins since scaring No. 1 Mercy in the Lou-
isville Invitational Tournament. Jasmine Whitfield 
is now the second leading scorer in school history 
(behind Lauren Jones) and Mary Dye has become the 
school’s all-time leading rebounder. Still No. 1 in my 
rankings since the Dragons beat Anderson County  at 
Anderson.

2. Anderson County (18-5, 4-1). Lady Bearcats move 
up after an impressive week last week. They ral-
lied against a good Montgomery County team, then 
dismantled a very good Christian Academy of Louis-
ville team that included highly-regarded China Dow. 
Anderson appears to be getting more comfortable in 
some new roles, mandated by the loss of guard Des-
tiny Stewart over the Christmas holidays.

3. Walton-Verona (22-5, 12-1). Some questions arose 
concerning Walton-Verona last week. Three days after 
beating Newport Central Catholic for the state All-A 
championship, they took a 54-25 whipping from the 
same team in a regular season game. Walton-Verona 
righted itself with three wins, including a romp past 
Gallatin County, after that one.

4. Owen County (19-5, 16-2). Still cruising along just 
below the “Big 3” but is very dangerous and can beat 
anyone.

5. Collins (17-8, 8-4). Still a lot of questions if Collins 
can put together enough consecutive good games to 
win the region, but, as an impressive win over Frank-
lin County last week showed, the Titans are capable 
of knocking any team off on any night.

Best of the rest: Simon Kenton, Gallatin County, 
Shelby County.

Comment at www.theandersonnews.com.

Ranking the region

Carmichael, Laswell lead 
Anderson to easy win

Photo by John Herndon

Darrin Laswell goes for a basket against McCreary Central.

a pass from Makenzie 
Cann and scored to put 
Anderson up 6-4 mid-
way through the first 
quarter.

It was a fitting way to 
take the lead. The Lady 
Bearcats used pretty 
much the same formula 
all afternoon to claim 
the victory. 

McKee led Ander-
son with 21 points and 
13 rebounds. Sydney 
Brown, in perhaps her 
best game since before 
Christmas, tallied 17 and 
Cann scored 11. 

“I like the way we 
came out with a lot of 
energy,” Anderson coach 
Tony Kays said. “We 
recognized that we had 
a mismatch inside and 
Sydney took advantage 
of it and Makenzie and 
Eriel did a good job set-
ting the play up.”

Brown simply pow-
ered her way to do as she 
pleased on the blocks.

“When Sydney plays 
determined like that 

there’s not too many 
people that can stop 
her,” Kays said, before 
acknowledging that his 
soft-spoken senior must 
push herself to be more 
aggressive.

“Sydney defers a lot,  
She is very unselfish and 
tries to get other people 
the ball,” Kays said. “She 
needs to be more selfish 
and recognize that our 
offense runs through 
her.”

What the Lady 
Bearcats did not do was 
allow Christian Acade-
my’s China Dow, who is 
being recruited by major 
colleges, to run wild. 
Dow scored 16 points, 
11 below her average, 
before fouling out early 
in the fourth quarter.

“Alex Avritt had 
her the majority of the 
time. Alex did a good job 
guarding her and got 
aggressive,” Kays said. “It 
was good we got her in 
foul trouble early. That 
was part of the game 
plan too, to get her in 
foul trouble.”

Anderson seemed 
to be in good shape 

through much of the 
first half, going on an 
8-0 run late in the first 
quarter, then opening its 
lead to as many as seven 
points during the second 
frame as McKee took 
over.

McKee scored 13 first 
half points and set up 
at least three of Brown’s 
five first half baskets 
with assists.  

However, leading 24-
19, the Lady Bearcats 
fired up an ill-advised 
shot. Dow claimed the 
rebound then went 
the distance, firing in a 
jumper with 3.0 seconds 
left to make it 24-21.

The potential seven-
point lead had turned 
into a precarious margin 
that could be erased 
with one long bomb.

Christian Academy’s 
Paige Gardner had also 
burned Anderson for 8 
first-half points, but the 
Lady Bearcats put the 
clamps on her, limiting 
her to a single basket 
after halftime. 

“Our kids are smart.  
They figured it out and 
knew what to do after 

the half,” Kays said. “We 
adjusted.”

Just like the Lady 
Bearcats have learned to 
adjust with a lineup that 
has been without point 
guard Destiny Stewart 
since just before the 
New Year. 

“We are still missing 
Destiny,” Kays said. “I 
would love to have her 
at point guard because 
that is her position. 
But she is probably not 
going to be back.”

Cann, who had been a 
primary scorer, moved to 
the point and appeared 
much more comfortable 
running the show Sat-
urday.

“There are games 
when (Cann) is going to 
be asked more to score, 
others she will be asked 
to be the set up person,” 
Kays noted. “Makenzie’s 
length up front gives us 
an advantage. Kenzie 
will find them if they 
are open.”

Comment at www.the-
andersonnews.com.
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BOYS
On the web

See the story and a slideshow of the Anderson County-Gallatin County boys’ bas-
ketball game along with the story of the Anderson County-Montgomery County 
girls’ basketball game at www.theandersonnews.com.


