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Fitzpatrick makes it official
By John Herndon

Sports Editor

There were no surprises when 
Chris Fitzpatrick made it official last 
Wednesday.

The Anderson County High School 
senior signed a national letter of intent 
to play football for Northwestern 
University of the Big 10 before a large 
group that included family and about 
20 of Fitzpatrick’s football and wres-
tling coaches from high school all the 
way down to youth leagues. 

A 6-foot-2, 230-pound lineman, Fitz-
patrick inked with the Wildcats on the 
first day of the national signing period 
for NCAA schools. He had announced 
his decision in the fall. A center and 
defensive end for Anderson County, 
Fitzpatrick gained national recognition 
by becoming one of the nation’s best 
long snappers. He is the first Anderson 
player to sign with a Football Bowl 
Series, commonly referred to as Divi-
sion I, school since Bob Ware in the 
1968-69 school year. 

A second-team selection on the pres-
tigious Courier-Journal All-State team, 
Fitzpatrick said he chose Northwestern 
over LSU, Boston College, Cincinnati, 
Western Kentucky and Kentucky. He 
expects to redshirt his first year at 
Northwestern, which finished last sea-
son at 6-7 after losing to Texas A&M in 
the Meineke Car Care Bowl. 

“They offered me a full ride and I 

enjoy being around the coaches,” Fitz-
patrick said of his decision to attend 
the school, located in the Chicago sub-
urb of Evanston, Ill. 

He added having family in the Chi-
cago area played a part in his decision. 
“I love Chicago,” Fitzpatrick said. “My 
(paternal) grandparents live there and 
I have an aunt that lives there.”

Fitzpatrick said he is undecided 
on his major at this time. He will be 
part of a 21-player class announced 
last Wednesday, the largest of coach 
Pat Fitzgerald’s tenure at the school. 
Fitzgerald took over the Wildcat pro-
gram in 2006 after the sudden death of 
coach Randy Walker. 

At his signing day press confer-
ence, Fitzgerald lauded Fitzpatrick’s 
potential as a long snapper. “Chris was 
an excellent two-way lineman and a 
big reason why his Anderson County 
teams were as successful as they were 
during his high school career,” he said. 
“We had a chance to see him perform 
as a long snapper at our camp and 
were immediately impressed by his 
strength and consistency. Chris ended 
up being named the top long snapper 
at our camp as well as several other 
prestigious camps. Beyond that he is 
a great fit for our program from the 
standpoint of his work ethic and com-
mitment, he comes from a great fam-
ily, and we expect great things from 
him at Northwestern.”

Fitzpatrick, who was invited to play 
in the Kentucky-Tennessee Border 
Bowl, is also a wrestler at Anderson 
County and will be one of the favorites 
in the 220-pound class at the regional 
meet this week.

He will be going to Chicago in June 
to start lifting weights and working out 
with the Wildcats. While Fitzpatrick 
expects to redshirt, he would relish the 
chance to play some in the offensive 
line or on kickoff coverage teams.

But his main job will be long snap-
ping. 

“Chris is a great testimony to deter-
mination and a great work ethic,” 
Anderson coach Mark Peach said. 
“Chris has some talent and skills, but 
he worked extremely hard to get the 
opportunity to play football at this 
level. I don’t know how many times I 
would come up to the field house and 
see him out on the field snapping to 
someone.”

Comment at www.theandersonnews.
com.
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Anderson County High School senior Chris Fitzpatrick signs an NCAA national letter-of-intent 
with Northwestern University of the Big 10 last Wednesday. Those attending the ceremony 
at the school included, front row, from left: Angela Fitzpatrick (mother), Chris Fitzpatrick, 
Mike Fitzpatrick (father) and Chelsea Fitzpatrick (sister). Looking on behind the Fitzpatricks is
Anderson County football coach, Mark Peach. In rear are football assistants Brian Holloman and 
Shawn Black, wrestling assistant coach Bill Downing and football assistant coach Kevin Ray.

Mager signs with Queens College
By John Herndon

Sports Editor

It didn’t take Emily 
Mager long to know 
where she was going 
to continue her soccer 
career.

“As soon as I set foot 
on campus, I knew it 
was perfect for me,” 
said Mager, an Ander-
son County High School 
senior who signed with 
Queens University last 
Wednesday, the first day 
of the fall sports signing 
period.

Located in Charlotte, 
N.C., Queens competes in 
the NCAA’s Division II 
and is a member of Con-
ference Carolinas. 

Queens finished last 

season at 7-10-1, but was 
7-4-1 in conference play. 
The Royals were elimi-
nated in a shootout in the 
conference tournament 
by Belmont Abbey. 

The teams played to a 
0-0 tie through two over-
times before Belmont 
Abbey won, 4-3, on pen-
alty kicks.

Mager made her offi-
cial visit to the school 
on Aug. 26 and made her 
decision soon after. 

Considered the fin-
est goalie to ever suit up 
at Anderson County by 
her coach, Jason Earnest, 
Mager said she believes 
she will get a chance at 
playing as a freshman at 
Queens.

“They said I had a 
chance to play,” Mager 
said of advice given by 
Queens head coach Katie 
Talbert and her staff.

Earnest said Mager, 
who sometimes kept 
Anderson in matches 
with the wall she built in 
front of the net, can work 
her way into the lineup. 

“She could do a lot of 
different things,” he said. 

Earnest admitted he 
was not up on Queens 
until Mager started seri-
ously considering the 
school. Now, however, 
Earnest will be a fan of 
Queens now.

“Oh, I definitely think 
so,” he laughed.
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Anderson County High School senior Emily Mager, second from front left, signs to 
play collegiate soccer with NCAA Division II school, Queens University, of Charlotte,
N.C., last Wednesday. Those attending the signing ceremony at the school included,
front row, from left, Melinda McCormick (mother), Emily Mager, Leah Mager (sister)
and Jeff McCormick (step-father). Back row: Anderson County head girls’ soccer coach
Jason Earnest, assistant coach Jamey Earnest, Anderson County principal Ronnie 
Fields and athletic director Rick Sallee. 

Bearcats routed every 
opponent, with the 
closest margin being a 
62-12 win over Coving-
ton Scott. The Bearcats 
routed Conner, 67-6, in 
the tournament final. 

Nine Anderson 
wrestlers had perfect 
days, winning all five 
bouts, at Conner as the 
Bearcats piled up 356 
points, 67 points ahead 
of second-place Meade 
County.

Mason Baker (106 
pounds), Lane Bicknell 
(120), Chris McDaniel 
(126), Austin Dillow 
(132), T.W. Stockton 
(138), Jake Vincent 
(160), Alex Swartz 
(170/182), Travis Kaelin 
(195), and Chris Fitzpat-
rick (220) all were per-
fect in five bouts.

Carlton hopes the 
Bearcats, ranked 15th 
in the Kentucky Wres-
tling Coaches’ Asso-
ciation poll, will take 
the momentum of 
many strong showings 
over the last month 
and turn it into a big 
regional finish.

“I feel that hav-
ing such a successful 
weekend, both indi-

vidually and collec-
tively as a team, really 
gives us a big momen-
tum boost going into 
this Saturday’s region-
al tournament,” Ander-
son coach Graham 
Carlton said. 

“Our guys are turn-
ing it on at the right 
time. They’ve worked 
hard all season, and 
hopefully they will 
reap the fruits of their 
labor this weekend.”

Anderson has three 
wrestlers seeded at the 
top of the region: Dil-
low, Stockton and Eric 
Spencer (145). 

Nine different 
Anderson wrestlers are 
ranked in the state’s 
Top 30 in their weight 
classes by the Ken-
tucky Wrestling Coach-

es’ Association.
Stockton is the high-

est-rated, coming in at 
No. 4 statewide, while 
Dillow (No. 10), Travis 
Kaelin (No. 5 at 195) 
and Fitzpatrick (No. 8 
at 220) are all ranked 
in the Top 10. 

The top four 
regional finishers in 
each weight class will 
advance to the state 
touranment, to be held 
Feb. 17-18, at Alltech 
Arena, at the Kentucky 
Horse Park in Lexing-
ton.

Comment at www.
theandersonnews.com.

meet last year and the senior is looking 
to take the next step in the middle-dis-
tance sprint. He turned in a 1:04.96 in 
the butterfly in a meet at Shelby Coun-
ty on Jan. 28, good enough for 15th place 
in a very competitive meet against 
some of the region’s top teams.

Mason was also just off the pace in 
the Shelby meet at the middle-distance 
endurance race.

The regional meet is divided into 
preliminary heats, which will be run 
on Friday, Feb. 10 with the top times 
coming back to race in the finals on 
Saturday. 

In an individual sport such as swim-
ming, just making the regional finals is 
considered a noteworthy accomplish-
ment.

“I have a lot of swimmers that could 
easily make it to the finals on Satur-
day,” Phillips said. “Braden in the 50 
(-yard freestyle), Kylie Gehefer in the 
100 (-yard freestyle) and 100 (-yard 
breaststroke). Megan Adkins, who just 

swam the 100 back competitively for 
the first time at our last meet, is very 
close to making it back to the finals. We 
also have a few relays who could very 
well make it. All it would take is just a 
little added effort for this team to score 
some good points.”

Peyton recorded the highest finish 
ever for an Anderson swimmer when 
he placed sixth in the 100-yard freestyle 
at last year’s regional meet. Four of the 
five that finished ahead of him last sea-
son have graduated. Mason also made 
it to Saturday last year, turning in good 
times in the 200 individual medley and 
the 100-yard backstroke. Gehefer also 
made it to Saturday in the 100-yard 
breaststroke, while several Anderson 
relay teams made the Saturday races 
last year.

As a team, Anderson is not expected 
to be a contender for the championship 
of the 33-team region.

Woodford County is a perennial 
power along with Elizabethtown. 

A year ago, Woodford won both the 
boys’ and girls’ team titles. Elizabeth-
town was second in the girls while 
Shelby and Danville tied for second in 
the boys.
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SWIMMING
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Freshman Madison Hamel works on her freestyle during a recent practice.
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WRESTLING
High school wrestling

Region 2 wrestling teams
Anderson County, Boyle County, 

Central Hardin, Danville, Fort Knox, 
John Hardin, LaRue County, Nelson 
County, North Hardin.


