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THE WORKS FUEL 
SAVER PACKAGE 

$29.95
OR LESS AFTER $10 MAIL-IN REBATE 

BUY 4 TIRES

$50 REBATE
(MAIL IN REBATE)

MOTORCRAFT COMPLETE 
BRAKE SERVICE

$50 REBATE
(MAIL IN REBATE)

MOTORCRAFT COMPLETE 
BRAKE SERVICE

$30 INSTANT 
REBATE

BUY 4 TIRESBUY 4 TIRESBUY 4 TIRES

$40 REBATE
(MAIL IN REBATE)

$50 REBATE
(MAIL IN REBATE)

$70 REBATE
(MAIL IN REBATE)

SPEND $400.00 ON 
SERVICE REPAIRS 

DONE IN OUR SHOP 
AND RECEIVE 

$50 INSTANT 
REBATE

TWO WHEEL 
ALIGNMENT

REGULAR 
$49.95 WITH A 
PURCHASE OF 

FOUR TIRES WILL 
BE $39.95

SPEND $700.00 ON 
SERVICE REPAIRS 

DONE IN OUR SHOP 
AND RECEIVE 

$100 INSTANT 
REBATE

FOUR WHEEL 
ALIGNMENT

REGULAR $75.99 
WITH PURCHASE 

OF FOUR TIRES 
WILL BE 
$65.99

A
Night of
Worship

with
nationally know Christian artists

Thursday, Feb. 16
Worship begins at 7:30 p.m. Doors open at 6:30 p.m.

Cost is FREE!
Limited space. Tickets must be reserved

by calling church of ice at 502-839-3415.

SAND SPRING BAPTIST CHURCH
1616 Harrodsburg Road
Lawrenceburg, KY 40342

Continued from Page A4

DOWNS
Not only comprehensi-

ble, but extremely impor-
tant as the only consis-
tent source of Anderson 
County happenings.

The good and the bad.
The uplifting and the 

unsavory. 
I wouldn’t be surprised 

if some readers don’t 
believe me. 

Or the long deceased 
Jefferson, who also alleg-
edly said the only reliable 
truths in newspapers 
were the advertisements. 

After all, I’ve declared 
myself a member of 
Team Media, and there-
fore, can no longer be 
trusted. 

So shoot the messenger, 
if you must.  

And as the messenger, 
I’ll be here to let you 
know that your aim is 
misguided. 

Comment at theander-
sonnews.com.

Judge calls on library to save money, halt expansion
By Ben Carlson
General Manager

The public library’s board of 
trustees should hang on to its 
available money, halt its expan-
sion plans and not go into debt, 
Judge-Executive John Wayne 
Conway said during Tuesday’s 
meeting of the Anderson Coun-
ty Fiscal Court.

Conway said he hoped the 
fiscal court would join him 
in sending a message to the 
library board in the form of a 
vote to encourage it to reserve 
its funds, pending the outcome 
of a lawsuit sweeping across 
northern Kentucky.

But that didn’t happen. 
Aside from one question from 
Magistrate Forest Dale Stevens, 
the court, minus missing mag-
istrates Juretta Wells, David 
Ruggles and David Montgom-
ery, sat silent.

Magistrates in attendance 
were Buddy Sims, Kenny Bar-
nett and Stevens.

Conway made his request 
after he and County Attorney 
Bobbi Jo Lewis outlined the 
lawsuit, brought by taxpay-
ers in Campbell County who 
contend a library board there 
has for years been raising taxes 
improperly.

Lewis, who at Conway’s 
request has already sent a let-
ter to local library officials 
outlining the suit, said the issue 
is that libraries such as Ander-
son’s have relied on a House 
Bill 44, rather than KRS 179.790 
to raise tax rates.

Lewis said libraries cur-
rently use HB 44 along with 
Chapter 32 of the KRS, rather 
than KRS 173.790. 

She said the lawsuit has 
since been sent into the fed-
eral court system to determine 
which side is right.

“Whatever happens in that 
case could have an impact 
here,” Lewis said. 

“If they decide 132 con-

trols it, then it’s status quo. If 
they decide it’s 173, that’s a 
whole different story and it 
could have a drastic financial 
impact.”

Conway added that if the 
library follows through with 
expansion plans this year and 
acquires debt, it could make 
matters even worse.

“I think we ought to send 
them a message and tell them 
how the fiscal court feels,” said 
Conway.

“Can we do anything but 
send them a message?” asked 
Stevens.

“Apparently not,” replied 
Conway, who said he has spo-
ken with legal council aside 
from Lewis.

“Had I been asked, I would 
have concurred,” Lewis said.

That libraries opt for the HB 
44 method isn’t surprising. KRS 
179, among other things, would 
require 51 percent of the num-
ber of voters in the previous 
general election to sign a peti-
tion calling for a tax increase, 
which would then have to be 

approved by the fiscal court.
Conway said he has noth-

ing against the library, but is 
concerned that borrowing large 
amounts of money to expand at 
this time worries him.

“The health board expanded 
and is now running a $185,000 
a year debt,” he said. “I don’t 
want to see the library add on 
and do the same thing they 
have and end up having to 
raise taxes.”

Conway went on to say that, 
in his opinion, the library is 
already taxing residents plenty 
by receiving roughly 70 per-
cent of the revenue the fiscal 
court does to operate all of 
county government.

“I have a problem with that,” 
he said.

Currently, the fiscal court 
operates based on $1.27 per 
$1,000 of assessed value on local 
property.

The library’s tax rate is 88 
cents per $1,000.

Comment at theanderson-
news.com. 

Conway asks for, doesn’t get vote of support from magistrates

By Tara Kaprowy
Kentucky Health News

Prescription drug 
abuse has become so 
prevalent in parts of 
Kentucky, people are 
buying Mason jars of 
clean urine at flea mar-
kets and under the table 
at tobacco stores so they 
can pass drug tests.

Almost two-thirds of 
Kentuckians have used 
prescription drugs for 
non-prescription reasons, 
30 percentage points 
higher than the rest of 
the country.

Those were just some 
of the sad, startling facts 
that surfaced Wednesday 
in Lexington during the 
Kentucky Prescription 
Drug Summit, the second 
comprehensive, state-
wide gathering on the 
subject in two weeks. 

The summit was 
sponsored by the two U.S. 
attorneys for Kentucky, 
hosted by the Univer-
sity of Kentucky and 
brought together law 
enforcement, physicians 
and the pharmaceuti-
cal community to learn 
more about the problem 
and cooperate in fight-
ing it.

“We’re galvanizing our 
forces, all of our forces, 
in this fight,” Gov. Steve 
Beshear told the packed 
crowd. “This is a cor-
rosive evil and we have 
to stop it.” He noted that 
drug overdoses kill more 
Kentuckians than traf-
fic accidents, and other 
speakers said the over-
dose numbers are under-
reported.

“I think a lot of 
our people have had 
enough,” said Kerry 

Harvey, the chief federal 
prosecutor for Eastern 
Kentucky. That’s where 
the problem is worst, but 
speakers made clear it is 
statewide.

The state has elec-
tronically tracked pre-
scriptions since 2000, but 
Attorney General Jack 
Conway said only about 
25 percent of doctors 
use the Kentucky All-
Schedule Prescription 
Electronic Reporting sys-
tem, and KASPER’s data 
are “just sitting there and 
law enforcement are not 
able to access it” to pro-
actively search for peo-
ple getting an unusual 
amount of drugs.

Beshear recently 
appointed a panel of 
health-care providers to 
establish guidelines to 
identify over-prescrib-
ers through KASPER, 

and his budget proposal 
would put more money 
into the system and set 
up the state’s first sub-
stance-abuse treatment 
program for Medicaid 
recipients.

House Speaker Greg 
Stumbo, D-Prestons-
burg, is expected to file 
a bill that would require 
drug prescribers to use 
KASPER. That bill or 
another would also 
require pain clinics to be 
owned by doctors.

The speeches from 
officials were leavened 
with personal stories of 
drug abuse, death and 
near-death.

Marine Lance Cpl. 
Daniel Gross, 26, said he 
was 21 when his addic-
tion started. He was 
introduced to pain pills 
shortly after a roadside 
bomb exploded beside 

his Humvee in Iraq in 
2006. With his right foot 
shattered, his other one 
broken and his brain 
injured from the blast, 
he was prescribed Perco-
cet and oxycodone. With 
prescriptions “overflow-
ing” at Camp Lejeune, 
N.C., taking pills became 
commonplace.

“If I ran out, I got 
them from someone 
else,” Gross said.

Quickly he became an 
addict, a burden he car-
ried with him after he 
was discharged two years 
later. 

“I pawned, stole, lied, 
cheated,” he said. “Noth-
ing else seemed to mat-
ter.” After two stints in 
rehab, Gross was able to 
overcome his addiction. 
Now clean for 14 months, 
he won a standing ova-
tion from the crowd.

Police and local 
prosecutors expressed 
their frustration over 
the problem, with State 
Police Major Anthony 
Terry likening the situa-
tion to “a dog chasing its 
tail.” 

Floyd County Com-
monwealth’s Attorney 
Brent Turner said, “We 
are not treading water … 
We are drowning in a sea 
of pills, and if something 
is not done the whole 
region is going to be 
destroyed.”

Kentucky Health News 
is a service of the Institute 
for Rural Journalism and 
Community Issues, based 
in the School of Journal-
ism and Telecommunica-
tions at the University of 
Kentucky, with support 
from the Foundation for 
a Healthy Kentucky.

Shocking realities of prescription abuse drives summit to fight


