
Newspapers are easy to 
hate. 

Believe me, I did. 
Once upon a time, I viewed 

the newspaper as an old, can-
tankerous uncle with foul 
breath, whispering unwanted 
horror stories right before I fell 
asleep. 

But despite 
what I once 
thought or what 
disapproving 
finger pointers 
say, that’s not the 
newspaper’s fault. 

Blame human 
nature.  

Every week I 
meet, interview 
and write about 
those who strive to 
make the commu-
nity a better place 
to live and work. 

I like these people, and I 
enjoy telling their stories. 

It’s also the newspaper’s 
responsibility, however, to tell 
the truth: the good, the bad and 
the ugly. 

And sometimes, it can get 
pretty ugly. 

When the weekly newspa-
per prints material about the 
darker side of humanity, it’s not 
upholding violence, murder 
and sexual deviancy as the best 
Lawrenceburg can offer. 

The front page has never 
and will never represent any 
sort of standards ruler by 
which we should measure 
moral behavior. 

We are all too imperfect for 
that kind of impossible expec-
tation. 

We triumph.
We fall.
We get back up again.  
And the newspaper’s duty 

is to be there, with pen and 
notepad and camera, to try to 
capture every angle and aspect 
of that often uncomfortable 
journey. 

Local media, such as the 
newspaper, is essential for 
communities like Lawrence-
burg, where rumors could go 
unchecked and unverified, and 
important government meet-
ings unattended and unac-
knowledged. 

There’s a Thomas Jefferson 
quote journalists like to rely 
upon in conversations like 
these: “The basis of our govern-
ments being the opinion of the 
people, the very first object 
should be to keep that right; 
and were it left to me to decide 
whether we should have a 
government without newspa-
pers or newspapers without a 
government, I should not hesi-
tate a moment to prefer the 
latter. But I should mean that 
every man should receive those 
papers and be capable of read-
ing them.”

Even with the serious gaps 
of knowledge with the current 
educational system, I believe 
The Anderson News is still 
comprehensible to today’s aver-
age reader. 

Information I shared in last week’s column about pending trou-
ble for the library included some incorrect information.

The accurate information, though, is even more troubling, 
depending on where one stands on taxes and how they are levied.

Last week I wrote about a lawsuit against the public library in 
Campbell County, brought by citizens who maintain that it has 
been illegally setting tax rates.

It’s a complicated case, which last Friday was taken 
out of circuit court there and sent into federal court.

The short version is that instead of relying on 
a House bill dating back to the late 1970s, libraries 
formed as taxing districts are supposed to raise (or 
lower) tax rates under the authority of KRS 173.

That apparently applies to our local library, and 
173 in some cases requires a public vote before a 
library can alter its tax rate.

Getting the public to approve its own tax increase 
would be rather daunting in good financial times; 
nearly impossible in times such as these.

But unfortunately for the library folks here, get-
ting public approval in the ballot box would actually 
be a walk in the park compared to the way they actu-
ally have to accomplish that task.

Having looked into this further, I’ve found that KRS 173.790 
addresses how libraries formed by petition, such as ours, have to 
alter their tax rates.

And brother, it isn’t easy.
Here’s the deal: Rather than winning a public vote, libraries 

such as ours must form a petition and get the signatures of 51 per-
cent of the number voters in the previous election. That would 
equate to several thousand signatures, even following a light turn-
out.

Then those petitions would have to be sent to the fiscal court, 
where magistrates would have the final say.

It stands to reason that the library has strong core support, easi-
ly numbering into the hundreds those who would stand in line to 
sign such a petition. It also stands to reason, though, that the tens 
of thousands of other residents who rarely if ever interact with 
the library would need considerable convincing before signing a 
petition to raise their own taxes.

Doing so would require a remarkable sales campaign by the 
library’s board of trustees, not only to explain its petition but also 
to let so many people be made aware that their signatures are 
needed. How they would accomplish that is anyone’s guess, par-
ticularly when the library’s tax rate has already increased nearly 
150 percent over the past 12 years.

Consider also that should they be successful one year, doing so 
again and again in subsequent years would quickly become tire-
some not only for core supporters, but a tax-weary public tired of 
seeing other public agencies raise their taxes, too.

And before anyone thinks that the wording of the petition 
could be made vague or mildly misleading (not that such a thing 
would happen), the KRS spells out exactly how it must read. And, 
unlike petitions non-affiliated candidates for public office must 
file to get their names on a ballot, the petition also requires the 
signer’s address and date it was signed.

I’ve written news articles about taxes in other states, including 
one where school board budgets had to withstand a public vote 
each year, but I’ve never seen anything quite this strident.

At first glance, this method appears downright onerous and 
unfair to those charged with keeping a library funded.

But is it? Frankly, I see nothing whatever wrong with those 
empowered to tax us needing to present strong evidence that an 
increase is needed and ask a majority of voters to sign up for the 
increase.

Not only would those making the request be gun-shy about 
doing so, but those who willingly sign up to have their taxes 
raised would almost certainly have a much more thorough 
understanding on how their local government bodies work, and 
the challenges they face.

Will that ever happen? Of course not. Even KRS 179, which 
does mandate this for libraries, has apparently slipped through 
the cracks or been openly ignored (the latter is my guess) by those 
who prefer to raise taxes without any public consent whatsoever.

To expect state government, schools, fiscal courts, city councils 
or any other taxing agency to impose such rules on themselves 
simply isn’t going to happen.

Comment at theandersonnews.com.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Phrases to help promote a happier life
To the editor:

Life isn’t fair, so don’t 
expect it to be.

Life is filled with good and 
bad, and you will get your 
share of both.

Victory is easy. Disappoint-
ments will teach  us more 
than joys.

There is a silver lining to 
every dark cloud. Destructive 
times in life are like concrete 
blocks. You have the power to 
let go. It is up to you.

Don’t measure every man 
by the same ruler; give him 
respect. Appreciate a sunrise 
and count your blessings.  

The best things in life are 
free. The choices are yours.  
You weren’t promised a rose 
garden — create your own.  
There is a doctor who lives 
inside of us; body, mind and 
spirit are connected. When 
the works are in tune, we are 
complete and creative.

The greatest tasks in life 
pay no monetary wages; they 
have their own rewards.

Have you been successful 
in life? Are you happy? Do 
you forgive? Yes, everyone, 
whether they ask for forgive-
ness or not.

Last but not least, do you 

love?
When we leave this life, 

our success should not be 
measured by the jobs we 
have had or how many cars 
are in the funeral procession, 
but how we lived.  

Did we love and forgive?
We are here for a short 

visit. Don’t hurry, don’t worry 
and be sure and smell the 
flowers along the way.

We are all God’s children, 
and he doesn’t create junk!

Jayne Wells
Lawrenceburg
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Wild card tosses weather prediction for loop

I love this weather. I’ll take 
60 degrees on Groundhog 
Day instead of ice, any-

time.
This isn’t even 

close to what I 
predicted for our 
winter weather. 
My friend Tina 
asked me a while 
back what hap-
pened. Well, I 
found out.

Turns out 
we had a wild 
card in the mix. 
Before I get to 
that, I should 
remind you that 
the Jet Stream moves our 
weather across the country. 
Picture Old Man Winter sit-
ting off the California coast, 
with cheeks puffed out 
and blowing east. The wind 
stream that results travels 
like a Kentucky country 
road, with lots of ups and 
down across the country.

Enter the wild card known 
as the Arctic Oscillation. It 
deals with the atmospheric 
pressure, between the Arctic 
and the mid-latitudes of the 
North Atlantic and North 
Pacific Oceans. There can be 
high pressure and low pres-
sure and it moves up and 
down like a seesaw on the 
playground.

Think of the pressure as 
positive or negative. Last 
winter it was in a very nega-

tive phase, so we had the cold 
and snow we normally asso-
ciate with winter. This win-
ter we’ve had a very positive 
phase, holding all the cold 
well north. There are many 
other factors that jump on 
the winter weather band-
wagon, but this is the simple 
answer to our unusually 
warm winter. I am happy to 
have been wrong on this one.

Let’s take advantage of 
all this mild weather and 
do a little gardening. You 
can prune roses and fertilize 
them.  You can sow seeds for 
carrots, beets, cabbage and 
peas. Hopefully, by the time 
you have read, this I will 
have already planted peas 
and carrots.

If you didn’t get any tulip 
bulbs in last fall, you have 
a second chance, and you 
don’t even have to dig. Find 
an empty flower bed and 
loosen the soil a bit. Mix in a 
little bulb fertilizer and then 
lay the bulbs on top. Don’t 
press them into the soil. Next, 
cover them with 4 inches of 
mulch and you’re done.

Inside the house, it’s time 
to add a little potting soil to 
your house plants. Think 
of it as top dressing. It’s also 
the beginning of seed start-
ing time, so if you haven’t 
ordered seeds, get started.

I have some exciting news 
to share with you all. This is 
so cool. By March of this year, 

we will begin a seed library 
at our public library. Instead 
of checking out books, audios 
or DVDs, you can check out 
seeds for herbs, edibles and 
ornamentals for the season. 
At the end of the season, you 
will harvest and save seeds 
from your grown crops, and 
return those. Best of all, it’s 
totally free.

Now, before you get too 
excited, we are just begin-
ning the seed library. Our 
collection will grow, with 
everyone’s help. We’ll have a 
little orientation for users, so 
that everyone knows how to 
collect and save seed, before 
you are allowed to check 
anything out. Give us time 
and keep your Saturday 
mornings free in March and 
the beginning of April. We 
will have several gardening 
workshops, all free, during 
that time.

There will be one Tues-
day class on March 13 at 7 
p.m., and I’ll be presenting 
the program. Remember, 
we only have six more Mon-
days before spring officially 
arrives, so get going on those 
gardening chores.

Just like the cat said after 
he got his tail caught in the 
door, “It won’t be long now.”

Happy growing.

Cheryl Steenerson is a 
gardening columnist for The 
Anderson News.

Meaghan 
Downs
Staff writer

In marriage, love makes the difference

A couple of years ago, 
some friends of mine 
reported this experi-

ence on Valen-
tine’s Day.

The husband 
forgot to make 
dinner reserva-
tions. The couple 
tried several nice 
restaurants but 
found that they 
were booked. 
Then they went 
to a family 
restaurant of a 
national chain. 
They enjoyed 
their dinner, had fun talking, 
laughing about experiences 
they had and celebrated 
being together for 23 years.  

They observed a couple 
sitting close to them that 
never spoke during their 
entire meal. My friend said 
that it was remarkable that 
whenever they happened to 
look toward this other cou-
ple, there were no smiles, no 
animation, just blank faces 
and total silence. My friends 
wondered why the other cou-
ple had gone out to dinner on 
Valentine’s Day.

All marriages — even 
the very best of marriages 
— have challenges at times. 
That’s a normal part of hav-
ing two people work out a 
life together. Listed below 
are a few ways to strengthen 
marriages.

 
Ask for help

You may not get it but no 
one is a mind reader, no mat-
ter how much time you’ve 
been together. “I’m very 
stressed right now. I wonder 
if you could help me by 
getting dinner, helping me 
cleanup the house, or help-
ing the children with home-
work.”

Those statements are 
much more inviting than 
“You never help me. You 
don’t seem to notice anyone’s 
needs but your own.” 

Confrontation isn’t a 
very good change agent

John Gottman has 
observed that the only way 
to get people to change is by 
accepting them as they are. 
Conflict will happen, but 
love makes the difference.

Even marriages that seem 
unhappy often become very 
satisfying over time if both 
partners prevent anger and 
resentment from taking over. 
In fact, differences in mar-
riage can help us grow and 
help us build a better rela-
tionship.

Are you actively doing 
things to strengthen your 
relationship? Do you spend 
time together doing fun 
things? Do you take an inter-
est in your partner’s activi-
ties?

John Gottman has written 
an excellent book on mar-
riage that includes a chapter 
on conflict called, “Solve your
solvable problems.” The book 
is called The Seven Principles 
for Making Marriage Work. If 
you want additional ideas to 
help you work through dif-
ferences with your partner, 
this book can provide practi-
cal ideas. 

Joan Martin is the Ander-
son County Extension agent 
for family and consumer sci-
ence. Reach her at 839-7271.

Joan
Martin
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