
viduals for when they find injured 
infant wildlife,” she said.

Thompson said she’s always 
had a passion for animals, and at 
one time, wanted to be a veteri-
narian. 

When she retired from her job 
in corrections, Thompson decided 
to finally pursue her love for 
wildlife by becoming a licensed 
rehabilitator. 

Now, it’s a 24/7 job. 
“I couldn’t do this by myself,” 

Thompson said, mentioning the 
support of her husband, her vet-
erinarian and Kentucky Fish and 
Wildlife conservation officers, “it’s 
like a team effort.” 

Her other passion includes 
wildlife education, Thompson 
said, that people could learn more 
about how to coexist with their 
“wild neighbors.” 

Many of the calls she gets are 
from concerned citizens, many 
uneducated about the animals 
they find. 

Possums are the most misun-
derstood, Thompson said, often 
regarded as aggressive animals. 

“Of all the wildlife I reha-
bilitate, the possum is the most 
docile,” she said. “I’ve never seen 
a possum play. Possums are very 
serious.”    

Infant mammals, Thompson 
said, can often die because of 
stress caused by those who don’t 
know how to handle them proper-

ly. Like bunnies, which are much 
more emotionally fragile than 
people realize.

“They need to be on Xanax, 
bunnies are so fragile,” she said. 
“Their stress level is very high.” 

Although she’s a wildlife reha-
bilitator, Thompson still advocates 
other traditional methods of con-
servation.  

“People think I’m a bunny hug-
ger,” Thompson said. “I support 
hunting. It’s a method of wildlife 
conservation.” 

When Thompson has to release 
the animals back into the wild, 
however, it can be difficult for her 
let go. 

It’s going to be hard, she said, to 
release Jerome, a raccoon Thomp-
son rescued from being internally 
ravaged by maggots. 

That’s one of the few things 
she doesn’t really like about reha-
bilitation — the parasites and the 
crawly insects that often infect 
baby animals.  

“Flies do not have any mercy on 
a vulnerable infant,” Thompson 
said. 

But when an animal survives 
against all odds, however, that’s 
something to be proud of. 

“It’s very, very rewarding that 
you’ve helped something succeed 
to live and return to the wild,” she 
said. “You’re smiling with a tear, 
but you’re happy.”

For more information on 
Nature’s Haven, contact Robin 
Thompson at 502-839-6003 or 502-
319-0637. Nature’s Haven is located 
at 1132 Dennis Road in Lawrence-

burg. 
Nature’s Haven currently sur-

vives from donations — Thomp-
son has applied for tax exempt 
status — and out of pocket funds. 
Thompson said she always accepts 
needed supplies like kennel wire, 
chain link fence, blankets and 
sheets, and medical and cleaning 
supplies. 

Comment at theandersonnews.
com.

Lucas was tested for 
alcohol at the scene by 
another Lawrenceburg 
officer, Sgt. Les Vogt, who 
Baker said was called 
by the Franklin County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Lucas failed that test, 
according to Lt. Chris 
Atkins of the Lawrence-
burg Police Department, 
who was also at the 
scene.

Baker said she offered 
Lucas a chance to resign 
and when he did, the 
city’s internal investiga-
tion into the incident 
stopped.

Atkins said Lucas 
was offered a chance to 
resign for what occurred 
that night despite 
not being criminally 
charged.

“The intoxication and 
wreck played a small 
part in it,” said Atkins. 
“There’s nothing against 
the law about being in a 
vehicle intoxicated.

“It was his dishonesty 
at the scene with depu-
ties from Franklin Coun-
ty and telling [Chesser] 
to run.”

Asked why he thinks 

Lucas was not charged 
with giving false state-
ments to police or alco-
hol intoxication in a 
public place, Aktins said, 
“I can’t answer that.”

Atkins added that 
Chesser’s claim of a 
sexual encounter leading 
up to the accident “didn’t 

weigh into the decision” 
to accept his resignation.

According to the sher-
iff’s report, Lucas was 
found behind a fence 
on private property fol-
lowing the wreck. Wit-
nesses told police that 

they heard Lucas telling 
Chesser to run, which he 
later denied.

The report also says 
that at first, Lucas 
claimed he didn’t know 
Chesser’s identity, and 
at one point provided 
the name of another 
woman who was later 
determined not to be 
involved.

Atkins said it wasn’t 
until later that Lucas 
revealed Chesser’s name 
to him and Sgt. Vogt.

Footage of the acci-
dent was captured by 
TV station LEX18, and 
posted to its website. The 
station’s initial report 
said only that a man 
escaped injury after his 
van struck a guardrail 
and ended up on its side.

The Anderson News 
saw the footage, and con-
tacted Melton’s office to 
inquire about what hap-
pened.

The paper also spoke 
Monday with Baker, 
who said the incident 
was being investigated 
and that Lucas was on 
non-paid administrative 
leave. 

Comment at theander-
sonnews.com.
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backhoe on March 24, 2011 to lower the Katherine 
Galbraith’s body into a grave. 

The suit alleges that the casket fell from the 
backhoe and her corpse “sustained severe dam-
age” when it was ejected and fell to the floor of the 
grave.

The casket was also damaged, including cracked 
sides, a broken handle, lid hinges and lock, accord-
ing to the lawsuit.

The suit alleges that the operators then retrieved 
Galbraith’s body, placed it back in the casket and 
partially buried it to hide damages before contact-
ing the family. The family claims that the opera-
tors informed them by phone that the casket was 
“bumped” while lowering it into the grave, and that 
it sustained a few “scratches.”

The operators asked if they could proceed with 
burial, but family members objected and contacted 
William Harrod of Harrod Brothers Funeral Home.

Harrod went to the gravesite and demanded the 
casket be raised. 

When it was, the suit alleges that Harrod wit-
nessed extensive damage and that when he raised 
the lid it “completely fell off.”

When Harrod and family members viewed Gal-
braith’s corpse inside the casket, they noticed large 
marks and scratches on her face, and that she was 
covered in “mud, dirt, leaves and debris,” according 
to the lawsuit.

When they looked inside the vault, they saw a 
portion of the casket’s lining, Galbraith’s pearl neck-
lace and a rose that had been inside the casket on 
the floor of the vault, along with a large amount of 
dirt.

Harrod then demanded that he be allowed to 
take Galbraith’s body back to the funeral home 
so he could “re-dress” and “re-cosmetologize” her 
corpse and allow the family a chance to view her 
before a second burial, which occurred March 29.

The following day, Harrod contacted family 
members and said the cemetery’s operators were 
refusing to pay the cost of a new casket because it 
did not reflect “wholesale” cost.

The family claims it suffered severe emotional 
distress due to the “extreme and/or outrageous and 
intolerable actions” of the cemetery’s operators. 
They are seeking compensatory damages, punitive 
damages, payment for their injuries and for their 
attorney’s fees to be paid.

David Sullivan, president of Saber Management, 
on Tuesday said that his company had only recent-
ly received a copy of the lawsuit, and that it is being 
reviewed by his attorneys.

Comment at theandersonnews.com.
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be arraigned Tuesday morning in Anderson County 
Circuit Court.

The alleged incidents occurred between April 23, 
1994 and May 5, 1995, according to the indictment.

All four counts are Class C felonies.

Other indictments
Jason P. Leathers, 37, of 524 Hiawatha Trail, 

Frankfort, was indicted for second-degree burglary 
and theft by unlawful taking.

According to the indictment, the burglary charge 
stems from July 26 of last year at 1218 Pigeon Fork 
Road, Lawrenceburg. The theft charge alleges he 
took more than $500 but less than $10,000 in prop-
erty on that date from Chris and Tonya Andersen.

Joseph B. Parde, 44, an inmate in the Powell 
County Jail in Stanton, was indicted for receiving 
under $10,000 in stolen property, stemming from an 
incident last October in Anderson County.

Andrew B. Garlen, 27, of 230 North Main St., Law-
renceburg, was indicted on a second-degree assault 
charge stemming from an incident Nov. 18, 2011 and 
involving Ashley Grubbs.

Corey Hopper, 21, and Steven R. Brown, 19, of 107 
Bell St., Lawrenceburg, were each indicted for theft 
of farm equipment.

In incident allegedly took place Nov. 21, 2011 
when they stole more than $500 but less than 
$10,000 in farm equipment from Dean Durr.

John. C. Mynhier Jr., 45, of 153 Ridgview, Frank-
fort, was indicted for first-degree possession of a 
controlled substance, a felony, misdemeanor posses-
sion of a controlled substance, DUI and other traf-
fic charges stemming from an incident on Aug. 20, 
2011.

David L. Holt Jr., 37, of 1129 Alton Station Road, 
Lawrenceburg, was indicted for theft by unlawful 
taking, a Class D felony.

The incident allegedly occurred Aug. 19, 2011 at 
the Early Childhood Center.

Jimmy Wash, 37, of 105 Alice Drive, Apt. B, Law-
renceburg, was indicted on charges of first-degree 
possession a controlled substance, trafficking a 
controlled substance and other misdemeanor drug 
charges.

All of the indictments stem from an incident 
dated Oct. 5, 2011.
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Kyle Lucas uses his cell phone following a wreck on US 127 
early Friday morning in Franklin County. He resigned his posi-
tion Tuesday. 
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Wildlife rehabilitation is Thompson’s passion, but wildlife photography is a close second, she said. Pictured is a photo Thompson 
took of an infant raccoon. 

Do’s and Don’ts of Wildlife 
Robin Thompson, a wildlife rehabilitator, offers 

tips for individuals who find themselves face to 
face with an injured mammal that may need to 
go to Nature’s Haven. 

Do
• Assess the situation. Make sure the animal is 

truly an orphan, and that the mother is not just 
out of sight. 

• Safely secure the animal in a quiet, safe spot. 
•  Call your nearest wildlife rehabilitation center 

Don’t 
• Feed infant wildlife cows’ milk. Thompson said 

it can be deadly to baby mammals like pos-
sums and raccoons because the milk is too hard 
on their digestive systems.

• Try to rehabilitate wildlife yourself. According 
to Thompson, it’s illegal to hold a wild animal 
“captive,” and anyone found guilty of illegal 
rehabilitating animals to keep as pets can be 
fined anywhere from $700-1,000. 

“Wildlife are no domestics,” Thompson said, 
referring to “domestic” animals like dogs and 
cats. “To wildlife, you are a predator. It does not 
know you are there to help it.” 
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