
Nick Lolley (left),
a narcotics agent

with the Tuscaloosa
County (Ala.)

Sheriff’s Office, and
his newly trained
drug-sniffing dog,

Bear, sit Friday with
trainer Dustain Vance

outside the Hildreth
Adoption Center.

Bear was adopted
from the shelter

last summer
and trained by Vance
after spending three

months at the shelter.

Miranda Pederson
Daily News

ay Harper (above) is officially introduced Monday
night as Western Kentucky University’s men’s
basketball head coach to about 1,100 fans at E.A.
Diddle Arena. Harper had served as interim head

coach for the past 45 days. Right: Fans hold “Harper
heads” in Diddle Arena. Below: John Oldham (left), a
former WKU All-American, coach and athletic director,
hugs Harper. “Stay with us,” Harper told WKU’s fans.
“We’re taking it to a whole new level.” Story, Page 3B.

Photos by Joe Imel/Daily News
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Natcher Elementary School’s
dance team performs at
WKU’s E.A. Diddle Arena.
Page 1B

Stepping out
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Warren East boys earn first
postseason win since 1997;
South Warren girls advance.
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RAY HARPER FORMALLY INTRODUCED AS MEN’S BASKETBALL COACH AT WKU
Greece’s
bailout is
given OK
But it’s unlikely to halt
Europe’s debt troubles
By SARAH DiLORENZO
The Associated Press

BRUSSELS — The countries
that use the euro pulled Greece
back from an imminent and
potentially catastrophic default
today, when they finally stitched
together a $170 billion rescue they
hope will also provide a lifeline to
their common currency.

But the patchwork of measures
– including the implementation of
austerity measures in Greece and
approval by skeptical German and
Dutch Parliaments – required to
give the rescue even a chance of
success means it’s unlikely to be
the end of the continent’s debt cri-
sis.

The finance ministers from
Greece and the other 16 countries
that use the euro wrangled until
the early morning hours over the
details of the rescue, squeezing
last-minute concessions out of pri-
vate holders of Greek debt.

The eurozone and the Interna-
tional Monetary Fund, which will

be providing the money for the
new bailout, hope the new pro-
gram will eventually put Greece
back into a position where it can
survive without external support
and secure its place in the euro
currency union.

The accord, which had been
months in the making, seeks to
reduce Greece’s massive debts on
all fronts, with both private and
official creditors going beyond
what they had said was possible in
the past.

On top of the new rescue loans,
Athens will also ask banks and
other investment funds to forgive
it some $142 billion in debt, while
the European Central Bank and
national central banks in the euro-
zone will forgo profits on their
holdings.

The deal “closes the door to an
uncontrolled default that would be
chaos for Greece and Greek peo-
ple,” European Commission Pres-
ident Jose Manuel Barroso said.

But despite those unprecedent-
ed efforts, it was clear that Greece,
which kicked off Europe’s debt

Group: Toughen
air rules, protect
Mammoth Cave
By ROBYN L. MINOR
The Daily News
rminor@bgdailynews.com/783-3249

A conservation group is urging
the Environmental Protection
Agency to tighten its air quality
regulations on power plants to
protect such places as Mammoth
Cave National Park.

The National Parks Conserva-
tion Association said the EPA’s
plans to exempt certain older coal
plants – including Western Ken-
tucky Energy’s plant near Hender-
son – from installing the “Best
Available Retrofit Technology”
would be harmful for the park.

The NPCA is an independent
membership organization that
works “to protect and enhance

America’s national parks for pre-
sent and future generations,”
according to its mission statement
posted on its website.

The exemption at the plants
would result in the emission of
243 percent more nitrogen oxides
“than the best pollution controls
would allow,” according to the
group’s report, which was
released this month.

The report indicates those pol-
lutants can cause health issues and
hazy skies. Nitrogen and volatile
organic compounds in the pres-
ence of sunlight combine to form
ozone, which over the years has
been a problem for the park.

See OZONE, 6A

Officials offer details on new tests
EDUCATION REFORM

By LAUREL WILSON
The Daily News
lwilson@bgdailynews.com/783-3240

Kentucky educators on Monday heard
more details about the state’s new common
core standards from education officials.

Education Commissioner Terry Holliday
and Rhonda Sims, director of the division of
support and research for the state Depart-
ment of Education, spoke at South Warren
Middle School at a symposium about the

new standards.
Holliday told the group that Kentucky is

a leader in education reform because it’s
the first state to adopt common core stan-
dards.

Senate Bill 1, passed in 2009, created a
new curriculum called Unbridled Learning
that replaced the Commonwealth Account-
ability Testing System.

The goal is for every student to be pre-
pared for college or a career by the time he

or she graduates high school, Holliday said.
Just 38 percent of 2011 graduates were

ready to enter college without taking any
remediation courses, he said. “We want to
eliminate that issue in Kentucky,” he said.

The new test results cannot be compared
to the old test results because the new ones
are based on getting students ready for col-
lege and careers, Holliday said.

See FINANCE, 6A

In trouble at shelter, dog gets
a new life as narcotics canine
By JENNA MINK
The Daily News
jmink@bgdailynews.com/783-3246

Bear, a 2-year-old black
Labrador retriever, was the trou-
blemaker of the shelter. He was
rambunctious and would hardly
sit still. He was becoming a prob-
lem for workers at the local
humane society.

He was exactly what Dustain
Vance was looking for. Bear was an
unwanted, mischievous dog when

Vance, head trainer for Advance
Canine Academy in Scottsville,
adopted and trained him.

Now, Bear is in his first week at
his new home in Alabama, where
he’s a narcotics canine for the
Tuscaloosa County Sheriff’s
Office. Today, Bear discovered a
half-pound of marijuana in a
package, Vance said.

Vance trains dogs for about 20
law enforcement agencies a year,
but he rarely gets canines from an

animal shelter. Most are shipped
from Slovakia and a handful come
from Germany. So, Bear was a
special case, Vance said. 

“This is the first one we’ve run
across in a long time; I’d love to
get every one from the shelter,” he
said. “It takes a very, very special
dog that can do this kind of work.”

Vance’s friend, who is a police
officer in Bowling Green, came

See DOG, 6A

See WESTERN, 6A


