
Ever wish you had a big-
ger house or more living
space? If so, consider
adding an extension to
your house. This can be a
completely enclosed room
or simply an extended pa-
tio. According to the
American Society of
Landscape Architects,
more and more homeown-
ers want better function
and more usability from
their outdoor spaces. So as
you can see, you’re not the
only one wishing for more
usable living space. Let’s
explore what we can do to
get there.

First, you need a plan.
Start by defining your

space. This outdoor exten-
sion should feel comfort-
able and also should feel
like it is part of the rest of
the house. The definition
you give the space should
include how you intend to
use it. Will it be for occa-
sional use? Will it be more
of a family gathering room?
Will you be entertaining
there? Is it going to be an
outdoor kitchen? These

questions will help you de-
termine what needs to be
included in the plans. The
answers to the questions
also will determine if the
addition will be simply a
floor or if it will include a
covering overhead and per-
haps walls, too.

Next, start selecting ma-
terials. It would be best if
the materials were natural.

If you intend to add an
overhead covering, decide
whether you will need
walls or just posts to hold
the ceiling up. Are the walls
to be permanent, such as
glass, rocks or bricks, or
more casual, such as canvas
fabric?

How you furnish the
space will depend on how
open or enclosed it is. In
addition to the furnishings,
don’t forget to include this
space in your holiday deco-

rations. Do you decorate
your house for Easter? Be
sure to include this new
space in your decorations.
How about the Fourth of
July? Go ahead and put a
few flags in the new addi-
tion.

A great product for the
floor, roof and supports
would be cedar, and
Western Red Cedar would
be a good choice as it is ver-
satile, holds a finish for a
very long time and weath-
ers beautifully. If you
choose to use cedar you
might want to view the pos-
sibilities at www.wrcla.org.
Check out the photo gal-
lery for ideas and inspira-
tion.

A few years ago I incor-
porated part of my back-
yard into my home. That
decision turned out to be
an excellent one that my
family has enjoyed very
much.

Rosemary Sadez Friedmann is
an interior designer in Naples,
Fla., and author of “Mystery of
Color.” Distributed by Scripps

Howard News Service. 

Curb appeal is impor-
tant, whether you’re selling
your home or not. You
want people to know you
have pride in your home.
Replacing an exterior lamp
on the front porch or drive-
way can make a big differ-
ence, and if you spend your
money wisely and do the
work yourself, you’ll get a
big bang for your buck.
Here are some things to
consider and tips to get the
job done quickly and right.

When shopping, it’s best
to replace the old fixture
with one that mounts basi-
cally the same way. For ex-
ample, if your fixture hangs
from the porch roof, a
hanging lamp is a quicker
replacement than a new
wall fixture.

Also consider the type of
bulb used in the new fix-
ture. LEDs and CFLs use a
lot less electricity than the
older incandescent bulbs,
although some folks don’t
like the look of the new

lights. Consider a lamp or
lamp base that has a dusk-
to-dawn feature or motion
sensor built in to save ener-
gy and provide better secu-
rity while looking good.

Turn off the circuit
breaker to the lamp before
beginning the replacement
of the fixture. With the
power safely turned off,
you can start removing the
old fixture. WD-40 can be
sprayed on rusted nuts and
bolts or screws if they are
hard to turn. Be careful not
to drop any of the tiny
parts. Your old fixture can
be resold or donated to a
charity if it’s still in good
shape. 

The new fixture come
swith wiring instructions.
Usually connections are

simple and wire nuts are
provided (black wires to-
gether and white wires to-
gether). Make sure connec-
tions are secure before the
final screws are installed. 

If the fixture is attached
to a wall or ceiling, use sili-
cone caulk around the

edges to seal out the weath-
er.

Give it a test. Check it at
night to see if a different
bulb, brighter or dimmer,
might look better. You’ll be
surprised what a difference
a new lamp can make to
your home’s exterior.

■ ■ ■
Q: We bought some im-

ported clay pottery to go
around our pool. Unfortu-
nately, they have no drai-
nage holes in the bottoms,
and we plan to drill some to
prevent damage to the
plants we will put in them.
What’s the safest way to
prevent cracking the pots
when we do the drilling? —
P.Y.

A: Use a carbide-tipped
masonry bit, and drill at a
slow speed. Take your time,
and use water to lubricate
the pottery as you work.
Place the pot on a surface
with a little give, such as a
rubber mat or a bed of
sand. Good luck.

■ ■ ■
If you are trying to be

“green” — and who isn’t,
these days — you might be
considering starting a com-
post pile. This is so easy to
do, and once you know the
basics, you can have a
steady supply of free plant
food and mulch for your
yard year-round. It doesn’t
cost much and is a great
way to get rid of vegetable
waste from your home as
well as many other items

destined for the garbage
can. Learn how to build
and manage your own
compost pile with our in-
structions. Check our web-
site, www.thesuperhandy
man.com, for this and
more information.

Have a question or a handy tip?
Send it to The Super
Handyman by visiting

www.thesuperhandyman.com.
Those of general interest will be
used in future columns. Cowles
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“Personalized service that 
honors the loved one and also 
celebrates their unique life”

Serving Hardin & Meade Counties

 & Coffey
 F U N E R A L  H O M E

 Chism

• Funeral Services • Preplanning
• Cremation • On Site Chapel

Flagpole used to pay special 
tribute to veterans and active 

duty men & women who serve 
our great country.

769 Highland Ave.
Vine Grove, KY  40175

 270-877-2245
 www.coffeyandchism.com
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The Dave Team

Dave
Earls

502-974-4199

John
White

270-268-8106

220 N. Dixie Blvd., Radcliff, KY  40160
270-351-2286 or 1-800-962-4461

Ask how to save even more with “Military Best”

www.DaveTeam.com • Dave@DaveTeam.com
www.ftknoxmilitarybest.com

Steve 
Campbell

270-766-7956

ESTATE HOME IN THE CEDARS nestled on 1.3+ acre corner wooded lot.  5 
bedrooms, 4 baths, 5 car garage, over 5,000 sq. ft. stunning finished space.  Custom 
kitchen, central vac, office, recreation and family rooms.  100 Cedar Branch Rd.  Call 
Dave for your personal tour or visit www.DaveTeam.com for virtual tour. $499,900.

50.5 ACRES off Yates Chapel Rd. is 
pasture, partially fenced and cross fenced 
with pond.  Priced to sell at less than 
 $3,500/acre.

11 QUARRY RIDGE CT. - 6,000 SQ. 
FT. WAREHOUSE has many uses, only 3 
miles from I-65 on Hwy. 62. Four 14’ tall 
doors on 3 acre lot.  Call Dave for details.

Owner Financing Available
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Turning outdoor space into a home
extension; start with a plan
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• 3 On The Floor - For Live Music
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