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House unanimously approves synthetic drug ban 
By SARAH BENNETT 
~RM!t@lM"'~R .. rpn.e,<om 

The state HoWle of Rep
resentatives approved a 
bill aiming to outright ban 
synthetic drugs in a IInani· 
mous vote of96-{). 

"As the proverbial word 
goes, it was a no-brainer,~ 
said Rep. Tim Moore, R· 
Elizabethtown, about the 
passage Tuesday of House 
Bill 481. 

The bill defines "syn· 
thetic drugs" as ~any syn
thetic cannabinoids or 
piperazines or any synthet. 
ic cathinones, B which are 
identified as "allY chemical 
compoond which is not 
approved by the United 
States Food and Drug 
Administration, or if ap· 
proved which is not dis· 
pensed or possessed in ac· 
cordance with state and 

federnllaw." 
With an emergency 

clause, the bill could go 
into effL'Ct as early as this 
spring if passed. 

"This is 50 important we 
cannot afford to wait," 
Moore said earlier this 
month. "Let'$ stop hook· 
ing our young people on 
this terrible drug. Let's 
stop it now. ft 

The bill was introduced 
Wednesday in the state 
Senate where the represen· 
tative said he expects the 
bill will move qUid.ly. 
Moore said he spoke per· 
sonally with the chaimlaJ1 
of the Senate committee 
and the two legislators 
agreed on the importance 
of this issue. 

Synthetic drugs are be
ing sold in some Cigarette 
shops, gas stations and 

SETTING A SIDEWALK 

convenience stores. The 
chemically manufactured 
products are designed to 
emulate the sensations 
produced by illicit sub· 
stances. 

Although manufactur· 
ers market these items as 
herbal blends, dietary sup
plements and incense, ule 
products lack eomplete in· 
gredient labels and com· 
manly are marked Knot for 
hwnan consumption." 

Local law enforcement 
officials say the substances 
have been known to cause 
adverse effects including 
seizures, excessive heart 
rnte and respiratory prob
lems. In Hardin County, 
officials have seen IIsers 
seek medical treatment af
ter consuming synthetiC 
dmgs. At least one death in 
Gmyson County was at· 

Bill Carte" teft , owner of BC Concrete, uses a ta,ge noat Thursday as Rickey Jollnson, cente" 
end Cu,tls Head work elong t ile edges of a stretch of sldewelk elong Dixie Avenue at tile 
Inttru dlon with St. Jolin Road in Elizabethtown. 

What's Missing from this Photo? 

His Daddy. 

Our son, Jeff, was not wearing a seat belt when he was 
ejected from his car and died. While his memory lives on, We 
can't help but think that one simple act and we could still be 
making memories, not just talking about them. 

BUCKLE-UP! 
If you don't buckle·up, start doing it today. If not for you rself, 
do it for those you love and who love you! 

Paid for III memory of JelfThomas by Unda, Nick & Logan Thomas, family and friends, 

tributed to synthetiC dmg 
=. 

Police say because the 
drugs can be purchased in 
local businesses, they are 
especially popular among 
leens and young adults. 

As written, HE 4 81 
would make trafficking in 
synthetic dn.ll,'S a Class A 
misdemeallOr for the first 
offense and a Class 0 
felony for each subsequent 

offense. Poosession would 
be a Class B misdemeallor. 

If passed, the bill also 
would revoke the liquor Ij· 
cense of any business 
found selling the banned 
products. 

If the state bill fails to 
pass, Hardin County At· 
tomey Jenny Oldham said 
she has a county ordinance 
waiting in the wings. How· 
ever, Oldham said she 

would prefer to see a 
statewide ban. 

In a previous interview, 
Oldham said any business 
currently selling synthetic 
drugs will be allowed a 
grace period to remove the 
pwducts from its shelves. 
Once that period ends, 
businesses would face 
fines. 

Sarah Beru>ett can be 
readied at (270) 505· t750. 

PINKHAM LiNCOLN AUTOMOTIVE 

Welcomes 
Steve Stout 

to the sales team. Steve invites all 
his fri ends and past customers to 

stop by. He's ready to help you with 
your next new or pre-owned 

vehicle purchase. We're Hardin 
County's largest volume dealer 
selling from a single location. 

Are you thinkin ' Pinkham? 

I:INKHAM 
1505 N. D ixie Ave. 
Elizabeth town, KY 

270-737-2460 
Il ~·· A U TOMO TI V E '~book 

www.pinkhamcars.com 

This ad is a correclion ad [or an ad that ran in 
The News~Enterprise on March 4, 2012 and will be inserted 

March 18, 2012. The prices in the ad were run incorrectly by 
The News- Enterprise and are not the result or responsibility 

of 20120 Eyecare. Also, Optix brand contact lenses are no 
longer avai lable at 20/20 Eyecare which were also in the ad. 

We sincerely apologize for any inconvenience this 
may cause to 20120 Eyecare or their customers. 

Lu.ted bdow 8re 'he COn"Cc:t and 
currteot prices and lofonn.allon. 

1705 North Dixie 
Elizabethtown 

Located in /he Sfoote Centre 
across from rowne MaR 

765-2020 
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www.2020icare.com 

Find us on Facebook. 
Follow us on Twitter. 

www.thenewsenterprise.com 


