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LOUISVILLE, Ky. (AP) — Officials at Southern
Baptist Seminary plan to revitalize the aging
Louisville campus with renovations and upgrades
over the next decade.

Seminary President Albert Mohler told The
Courier-Journal that the plan approved by trustees
includes updates to structures that are nearly 90
years old on the red-brick campus.

Seminary officials said it would be the “most sig-
nificant revitalization” since the school moved to
the location in 1926.

Mohler said the aim of  the project is that “this
majestic campus is perpetuated so that the semi-
nary can accomplish its mission.”

The cost of  the project is estimated at $52 million,
though the final tally could vary because some
areas will have a new purpose after renovations.
Work at the seminary, which estimates that it has
around 4,000 students, is expected to begin in Au-
gust.

“There are some very significant issues that need
to be addressed,” Mohler said.

The seminary said upgrades and renovations to
housing, classrooms and administrative offices
would be included in the first phase of  the project.
Plans include turning some historic buildings
known as the Mullins Complex into a new home for
Boyce College, which is the undergraduate pro-
gram. The W.O. Carver Building, where Boyce Col-
lege is currently based, will be outfitted for
administration offices, classrooms and housing.

Renovations that include technological improve-
ments at the James P. Boyce Centennial Library
will be included in the second phase of  work.

Although the seminary has expanded online and
remote-learning programs, Mohler said that does-
n’t lessen the need to renovate the physical campus.

“We are committed to a classroom model,” he
said.

The seminary plans to take out a $20 million loan
for the project, which will need approval from the
Executive Committee of  the Southern Baptist Con-
vention, Mohler said. The rest will be paid for with
capital maintenance funds.

Founded in 1859 in South Carolina, the seminary
moved to downtown Louisville in 1877 before relo-
cating to its current campus.

Southern Baptist Seminary
to update Louisville campus

MURFREESBORO, Tenn. (AP) — Plain-
tiffs in a civil trial trying to block a pro-
posed mosque in Tennessee on procedural
grounds were largely blocked Wednesday
in trying to raise claims that Islam is not a
real religion and that its followers are vio-
lent.

The proposed mosque is one of  a few
Muslim projects in the U.S. that hit a swell
of  conservative opposition around the
same time as the controversy over a plan
to build a Muslim community center near
New York’s ground zero.

The plaintiffs want to void a May 2010
meeting of  the Rutherford County Plan-
ning Commission in which it approved the
Islamic Center of  Murfreesboro’s site
plan. They claim the public was not ade-
quately notified ahead of  time.

Chancellor Robert Corlew, who is over-
seeing the trial, has limited the scope of
the trial strictly to the public notice, but it
hasn’t stopped the plaintiffs in the long-
running case from raising a series of
larger disputes over Islam.

In past hearings before the trial, plain-
tiffs have claimed that Islam is not a reli-
gion and doesn’t deserve First
Amendment protections. That claim
prompted the intervention of  local U.S. At-
torney Jerry Martin. His office filed a
brief  confirming that Islam is a recog-
nized religion. Martin said at the time that
to suggest otherwise was “quite simply,
ridiculous.”

On Wednesday, two neighbors who are
plaintiffs testified that they did not hear
about the planning meeting for the

mosque, but they also said they received
no advance notice about plans for a Baptist
church recently built in the neighborhood.
They didn’t complain or file suit about the
church.

Plaintiffs’ attorney Joe Brandon Jr. tried
to use that admission as an opening to dis-
cuss the differences between the church
and the mosque.

“Are you aware of  any information link-
ing Grace Baptist Church to organizations
that call for the killing of  Americans?” he
asked. The defense objected and it was sus-
tained by the judge.

Tennessee law requires that adequate
notice be provided of  all public meetings
but it does not define what is considered
adequate, and subsequent court cases have
done little to clarify the matter.

County attorney Josh McCreary argued
that posting the notice in the Sunday edi-
tion of  local free newspaper and on that
paper’s website was clearly adequate
under the law.

“Whether there’s a better alternative, if
that’s the plaintiffs’ contention, they are in
the wrong place,” he said. “They should go
to Washington, or the state legislature to
try to change the law.”

Voiding Rutherford County’s meeting
would force mosque members to seek new
approval in a climate made hostile by
nearly two years of  plaintiffs’ unsubstan-
tiated claims that members have ties to ter-
rorists.

Because the Islamic Center itself  is not
named as a defendant, mosque members
have not been able to defend themselves

against the accusations in court.
On Wednesday, Saleh Sbenaty, a mosque

spokesman and a professor of  engineering
at Middle Tennessee State University, said
there has been a mosque in Murfreesboro
for over 30 years, but no one considered it
a threat until this controversy erupted.
Local Muslims want to build a new

mosque because they have outgrown their
current space in an office complex.

Sbenaty, who is originally from Syria,
said the constant attacks have been drain-
ing.

“I left my country over 30 years ago to get
my freedom over here, and now that’s
being threatened,” he said.

Islam claims blocked in Tenn. trial over mosque 
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Plaintiffs attorney Joe Brandon, right, objects as Rutherford County defense attorney Josh McCreary questions
a witness during the trial over providing adequate public notice for construction of the Islamic Center of
Murfreesboro mosque on April 25 in Murfreesboro, Tenn.

VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope Bene-
dict XVI began his eighth year as
pope on Tuesday after spending the
waning days of  his seventh driving
home his view of  the Catholic
Church, with a divisive crackdown
on dissenters and an equally divisive
opening to a fringe group of  tradi-
tionalists.

The coming year will likely see
more of  the same as the Vatican
gears up to celebrate the 50th an-
niversary of  the Second Vatican
Council, the 1962-65 church meetings
that reshaped the Catholic Church
and are key to understanding this pa-
pacy and Benedict’s recent moves to
stamp out liberal dissent and pro-
mote a more conservative brand of
Catholicism.

Tuesday marked the anniversary
of  the start of  Benedict’s pontificate,
which officially began April 24, 2005,
with an inaugural Mass in St. Peter’s
Square. The pope promised then not
to impose his own will on the church
but to rather listen “to the word and
the will of  the Lord, to be guided by
him, so that he himself  will lead the
church at this hour of  our history.”

Seven years later, Benedict has cer-
tainly left a mark on the church,
pressing a conservative interpreta-
tion of  Vatican II’s key teachings, ap-
pointing like-minded bishops and
making his priority the revitaliza-
tion of  traditional Catholicism in a
world, which he often laments, seems
to think that it can do without God.

He set out many of  those priorities
in a December 2005 speech to his clos-
est collaborators running the Vati-
can, insisting that Vatican II didn’t
represent a break from the past as
many liberal-minded Catholics
would like to think but rather a re-
newal of  the church’s core teachings
and traditions.

The Vatican last week put those
words into action, cracking down on
the largest umbrella group of  nuns
in the United States, the Leadership
Conference of  Women Religious. The
pope’s old office, the Congregation
for the Doctrine of  the Faith, ap-
pointed a bishop to revise the confer-
ence’s statutes and review its
programs and publications, and ac-
cused the group of  taking positions
that undermine church teaching on
the priesthood and homosexuality,
while promoting “certain radical
feminist themes incompatible with
the Catholic faith.”

Two weeks earlier, the pope him-
self lashed out at a dissident group of
priests in heavily Catholic Austria
who have openly called for ordaining
women and relaxing the celibacy re-
quirement for priests, questioning

whether their call for disobedience
was more about imposing their own
ideas on the church than renewing it.

At the same time, on the very day it
announced the crackdown on the U.S.
nuns, the Holy See said it was near-
ing agreement to bring an ultra-tra-
ditionalist conservative group of
Catholics back into communion with
Rome after two decades of  schism.

The group, the Society of  St. Pius
X, broke from Rome after rejecting
many of  the teachings of  Vatican II,
particularly its outreach to Jews and
people of  other faiths, and the sanc-
tioning of  the New Mass in the ver-
nacular that essentially replaced the
old Latin Mass.

To critics, the coincidence was re-
markable: the Vatican was in a way
rejecting the U.S. nuns who had em-
braced Vatican II and its call to go out
into the world to serve the poor, while
embracing the Society of  St. Pius X
which had rejected Vatican II.

Top officials at the Leadership Con-
ference of  Women Religious have
said they were “stunned” by the de-
cision and taken by surprise by its
gravity. Online petitions supporting
them have been launched, and one
Jesuit author, the Rev. James Martin,
has started a Twitter campaign,
WhatSistersMeanToMe, highlighting
individual nuns who had an impact
on him and others.

“Catholic sisters are my heroes:
they’ve been my teachers, my men-
tors and my friends,” Martin said in
an email. “The women represented
by the LCWR fully embraced the
changes that the church asked of
them after the Second Vatican Coun-
cil, revisiting their founding docu-

ments, throwing themselves into
work with the poor, and reimagining
community life, all while remaining
faithful to their vows.”

Yet conservative Catholics have
long complained that the majority of
sisters in the U.S. have grown too lib-
eral and flout church teaching. They
have championed Benedict’s move to
bring about a more orthodox faith to
the church, even at the expense of
popularity among liberals.

“Benedict understands his mission
as custodian of  the faith,” said the
Rev. Robert Gahl, an Opus Dei priest
and professor of  moral theology at
Rome’s Pontifical Holy Cross Univer-
sity. “The pope has little interest in
opinion polling and focus groups. He
is not going to adjust the doctrine ac-
cording to popular opinion or major-
ity belief. Benedict’s aim is to unite
the church around the faith handed
down by Jesus, the church’s
founder.”

The Vatican spokesman, the Rev.
Federico Lombardi, reached out to
both dissidents and members of  the
schismatic Society of  St. Pius X in an
anniversary editorial this weekend,
urging unity as the pope begins his
eighth year.

“It is our hope that dissenting
groups will hear his invitation to be
in communion with the church and
receive this invitation with respect
and attention, and with an under-
standing of  its significance,” Lom-
bardi wrote. And he added that he
hoped the Vatican II anniversary
“might be an occasion to promote the
proper and objective understanding
of  the council as a ‘compass of  the
church of  our time.’”

Pope stakes out church’s course entering 8th year
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In this April 18 photo, Pope Benedict XVI gestures following the weekly general audience in St. 
Peter's Square at the Vatican.

NY shrine to new
saint turns down
tourism grant

AURIESVILLE, N.Y.
(AP) — A Roman
Catholic shrine in New
York’s Mohawk Valley
has turned down a
tourism grant after
questions were raised
about church-state sep-
aration.

The Montgomery
County Board of  Su-
pervisors awarded the

$750 grant in February
to the Shrine of  Our
Lady of  Martyrs in Au-
riesville. Officials be-
lieve 5,000 people will
come to the shrine
when Kateri Tekak-
witha is canonized as a
saint on Oct. 21. She
was a Mohawk Indian
who lived nearby.

Americans United
for Separation of
Church and State
claimed the grant vio-
lated the First Amend-
ment.
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Graduating Seniors...
Share your message of support and

congratulations. This special time in their
life can be expressed best with a message

block in our Graduating Senior Section!

The Kentucky New Era will donate a
portion of the proceeds from each

personal message block purchased
in this year’s Graduation Section to

Project Graduation.

Parents, Grandparents,
& Friends Of 2012

Bring payment, photo and this form during office hours to:
1618 E. 9th St, Hopkinsville. Or mail to: 

Kentucky New Era “2012 Graduation” 
P.O. Box 729, Hopkinsville, KY 42241

Graduates Name_________________________________________

Phone_______________

Name of Individual Placing Ad____________________________

Message (no more than 15 words with photo / no more than 25 words without photo)

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Amount Enclosed __________


