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ENTER TO WIN A FREE 100% CASHMERE COAT
WHEN YOU HAVE ANY GARMENT CLEANED

LIMITED TIME ONLY. CALL STORE FOR DETAILS.

DOUGLAS FURS 2400 Park Rd Courtyard Mall, Lower Level Charlotte, NC  |  704.333.5161

Protection from heat, humidity, insects, fire & theft

SPECIALIZING IN: New Furs  |  Re-Styling 
Relining  |  Repairs  |  Cleaning (Furs & Leathers)
Reconditioning  |  Refinishing  |  Fur Appraisal
Consignment Furs  |  New Magnetic Fasteners

ALL FURSWELCOMENO MATTER WHEREPURCHASED

FREEMAN FURS 704.333.5161

MAY 1st & 2nd • 9AM-6PM

Freeman Furs at Hampton Inn

210 Richard Mills Rd.

Hopkinsville, KY 42240

270.886.8800

FROM NEW ERA STAFF REPORTS

The Rotary Club Auction
wraps up tonight, and the
best items have been saved
for last.

Tonight, the big-board
items are going to wrap up
bidding. They include:
n A 1999 Ford Mustang
n An outdoor lawn

equipment package that in-
cludes a Cub Cadet lawn
mower, a weed eater and a
leaf  blower
n A St. Louis Cardinals

Dream package with four
infield box seats, a tour of

Busch Stadium for four, an
autographed photo of
Chris Carpenter and world
champion memorabilia
n A couch potato pack-

age that includes a 40-inch
flat-screen TV with stand,
two recliners and one free
pizza every month for a
year from Little Caesars
n A time share for a two-

bedroom, 1,500 square-foot
condo in Kissimmee, Fla.

“We’re going to start (the
auction) at 6 p.m.,” said
Frank Giles, president-
elect of  the Rotary Club
and auction chairman,

“and we’ll be here until the
last item is sold.”

Giles added that the auc-
tion is $3,422 ahead of
where it was going into its
final two days last year.
Overall, Giles said, the auc-
tion has sold fewer items
than it did last year, but
people are spending more
on each item.

The auction is at the Me-
morial Building, 1202 S.
Virginia St. For more in-
formation, go to the Rotary
Club’s website, www.
hopkinsvillerotary.com.

Rotary event winds down
and offers big-ticket items

FROM PAGE A1

Perrin, who retired in 2003 with a 633-147
softball record but returned this season, is
battling stage 4 lung cancer. Since Febru-
ary, the veteran coach has seen his health
decline, and he now uses a walker to get
around.

“Everything I’ve believed in in athletics
has been a plus in this battle,” Perrin said
Friday afternoon at the Lady Colonels’
practice. “I’ve always
thought you fight and fight
and don’t give up. Just like
wrestling when you get
thrown on your back and
you’re in trouble. You gotta
get up on that neck and
bridge and fight. And it’s
like softball — I might be
down, but as long as I
haven’t made that last out,
I have a chance.”

Perrin was diagnosed
with the disease several
years ago. He had pain in
his back and several differ-
ent treatments didn’t
work. He went to Spring-
field, Tenn., for tests, and
several hours later, he was
at Centennial Hospital in
Nashville, Tenn., with doc-
tors giving him the news
he didn’t want to hear.

“The doctor came in and just hit me
right in the face with it,” Perrin recalled.
“He said, ‘Mr. Perrin you’ve got some bad
luck. You have stage 4 lung cancer.’ The
first thing I thought was I’m going to die.”

Perrin’s softball teams were state slow-
pitch champions in 1990, 1991 and 1994.
They were runner-up in 1986, 1987 
and 1989. A year after switching to fast-
pitch softball, his 1996 team won a state
title and the Lady Colonels were runners-
up in 1999.

He coached the Colonels’ wrestling pro-
gram from its inception in 1970 to 1989. His
1988 team won the state title and the
Colonels were runner-up in 1986 and 1987.
They were third in 1989.

Quitting is not in Perrin’s nature. Not on
a wrestling mat, not on a softball diamond
and especially not in life.

“If  I was to quit, that’s against every-
thing I’ve ever taught, everything I’ve ever
believed in,” he said. “I’m trying. I may not
win. But I’m going to try.”

Long-time assistant softball coach Bill
Haslett said others may not have been able
to continue to come to the field every day
like Perrin.

“It just shows how much he cares about
coaching for him to still be out there,”
Haslett said. “I’m not sure I could do it.
But that’s Jim Perrin. In his last breath,

he’ll try to be coaching someone some-
where.”

The tumors in his lungs have shrunk.
But the cancer has spread to the bones and
hip, affecting nerves in his right leg. That
cost him the use of  his legs. He cannot get
on the field anymore, but sits in the dugout
or bleachers and continues to coach. 

“I love being out here, but it bothers me
I can’t help them,” a teary-eyed Perrin
said. “This walker is driving me up the

wall. I can’t get out there
and teach like I want to. I
can’t really get after them
and push their buttons
like I used to.”

A fiery character in his
younger days, Perrin’s icy
stare intimidated his play-
ers and opponents alike.
His teams took on his
character and the confi-
dence and swagger he in-
stilled in his softball
program remains today.

“He’s never been a guy to
sit back. He’s always been
a take-charge kind of  guy,”
former assistant coach
David Joiner said. “He has
a desire to fight. He has a
never-give-up sort of  ap-
proach. And he has taken
that approach in his fight

for life.”
Perrin joins a hall of  fame class that in-

cludes Libby Burr, Tim Cahill, Randy
Embry, Maxine Graham, Joe Hood, Kim
LaBelle, Jim McDaniels, Marvin Moore,
Alvin Ratliff, James Tucker and Randy
Wyatt.

He already has taped his three-minute
presentation and becomes emotional
when talking about joining the hall of
fame.

“I think it’s a great honor, and I really ap-
preciate the people who nominated me
and voted for me,” Perrin said. “I just
thank God for all the opportunities I had.
I had great parents, great coaches along
the route and I’ve had great athletes.”

Perrin’s cancer cannot be cured. Doctors
have told him they can delay the inevitable
for three or four years. But Perrin says he
will fight as long as he has breath.

“I told my son, Jimmy, that no matter
what happens, it’s been a fantastic ride,”
Perrin said.

More than 4,000 athletes over the last 42
years are happy to have been along for the
journey. Tonight’s ceremonies begin with
a social hour at 4:30 p.m. and a dinner at
5:30. Induction ceremonies begin follow-
ing the dinner.

REACH JOE WILSON at 270-887-3260 
or jwilson@kentuckynewera.com. 

PERRIN: Coach doesn’t know how to quit

“He has a desire 
to fight. He has a 
never-give-up sort 
of approach. And 
he has taken that
approach in his 
fight for life.”

David Joiner
Former assistant coach n
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The Kentucky Division
of  Forestry is accepting
grant applications for the
2012 Volunteer Fire Assis-
tance Grant Program. 

The program’s goal is 
to improve the capability
of  Kentucky’s rural volun-
teer fire departments to
protect lives and property
through training and by
equipping local firefighters
in rural areas, including

communities with a popu-
lation of  10,000 persons or
fewer.

Grant amounts range
from $1,000 to $5,000 
and will be awarded on a
50/50 matching basis, 
according to a press release
from the state’s Energy 
and Environment Cab-
inet.

The grantee must match
the amount awarded by
providing at least 50 per-
cent of  the total project
cost through cash reim-

bursement or in-kind serv-
ice. 

Eligible items that can be
purchased with grant
funds include training ma-
terials, pumps, hoses,
tanks, small fire suppres-
sion equipment and per-
sonal protective equipment
such as Nomex clothing,
fire shelters, gloves and
lights.

THIS KENTUCKY PRESS NEWS SERVICE
STORY was compiled by the Kentucky Press
Association.

Money available for volunteer fire departments


