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Kentucky’s national
championship has
more memories than

even the most die-hard UK
fan will ever be able to re-
member. is team’s “will to
win” was tested numerous
time, but 38 of 40 games the
Wildcats prevailed and did
what they brashly predicted
they would do before the
season even started by win-
ning the national title.

If you are looking for a

way to cherish those mem-
ories, get a copy of “Elite
Eighth.” It’s the 128-page,
full color book by Advocate
Communications published
by Triumph Books LLC
being sold at Wal-Mart,
Sam’s Club, Barnes & Noble
and Dick’s Sporting Goods
outlets across the state for
$14.99 as well as online at
http://www.triumph-
books.com/ for $14.99 plus
$6 shipping and handling.

Or
come by e Advocate-
Messenger and get your
copy and you can let me
know immediately how you
like it.

e book has terrific
photos by award-winning

Clay Jackson — who has a
full page photo of Anthony
Davis in the Sports Illus-
trated commemorative sec-
tion about UK’s title — and
Victoria Graff. ere are sto-
ries by myself and Winches-
ter Sun sports editor Keith
Taylor reliving the big
games during the season
and all the tournament ac-
tion so you will be able to
remember the best and
brightest spots.

is book is aimed for
the Kentucky fans who live
and breathe UK basketball
every day of the year and
love everything about the
Wildcats. It’s for those folks
Graff described seeing on
her way to the Rupp Arena
celebration after the team
returned home.

“While I was driving to
Rupp Arena from my office
at St. Joe Office Park, I saw
people lined up for a

glimpse of the UK bus.
Women with their little chil-
dren. Even some nursing
home folks in wheel chairs,
an amazing sight. I had a
tear in my eye. (Kentucky
coach John) Calipari said it
really hit him even more
today how important UK
basketball is to Kentucky.
Glad I can be a part of it all
in a small way. We are
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HARRODSBURG — e
Mercer County boys track
and field team is finding
strength in numbers.

Not that the Titans
weren’t already strong. ey
won a regional champi-
onship and were a top-10
team in their section of the
state meet last season. But
now they are developing
one of the deepest rosters
they have ever had, and they
think that will help them
have one of their best sea-
sons ever and perhaps even
contend for a championship
in their section of the state
meet.

Mercer has more than 30
boys in the program, a num-
ber of whom came on board
for the first time this year to
join a talented group of re-
turning athletes.

“We’ve got some new ad-
ditions from the soccer team
and some transfers,” said
senior Isaiah Burrus, who
won a state championship
for Mercer last season in the
Class AA 400-meter dash.

e kind of numbers the
Titans have now give head
coach Bill Smith and assis-
tant coaches Mark Dunn
and Terry Yeast choices they
didn’t have before and has
given the athletes more peo-
ple to push them in practice.

“It’s made them more
competitive in practice,”
Yeast said. “And it’s nice
have some kids to choose
from in the relays.”

e results have been ev-
ident in Mercer’s early-sea-
son meets. e Titans
crushed the competition in
a March 27 all-comers meet
at Boyle County that opened
their outdoor season, domi-
nating a field made up pri-
marily of area teams.

ey won seven of 18
events at the March 30 Pu-
laski County Invitational,
leading for most of the meet
before finishing a close sec-
ond to Pulaski, a AAA
school.

“at gave a boost to
everybody’s confidence,”
Burrus said.

Alex Bosse, one of the
newcomers to the team, said
the individual and collective
early-season success has
given everyone a lift.

“It’s awesome. It just gives
you encouragement to go
out and practice every day
and work your hardest,” he
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HARRODSBURG — With
her college choice already
taken care of, Tabby Shew-
maker is free to have a stress-
free senior season.

e Mercer County
pitcher will attend Bel-
larmine University in
Louisville next year — she
signed with the Division II
school  last fall — and said
having that decision taken
care of was a big load lifted
off of her.

“It was a big relief to get
that off my back because I

didn’t have to worry about
that, along with (basketball
and softball) practices and
everything else,” she said.

Shewmaker chose Bel-
larmine because of the
school physical therapy pro-
gram.

“e campus is great, it’s
really pretty and I practiced
with the team and I felt very
at home there,” said Shew-
maker, who also considered
Georgetown College. “I felt I
could help them, but I could
also improve a lot there, too.”

So far, Shewmaker said

Shewmaker having
stress-free season

Numbers
helping
Mercer

QB Smith, WR Collins
impressing Sanders
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LEXINGTON — Kentucky
offensive coordinator Randy
Sanders knows UK’s offense
has to be better than it was
last season when the Wild-
cats struggled to a 5-7 finish
and missed a bowl game. He
says the emphasis in spring
practice has been on finding
playmakers to give the of-
fense a boost.

Here’s what he had to say
after Saturday’s scrimmage.

Question: What im-
provements have you seen
out of sophomore quarter-
back Maxwell Smith this
spring?

Sanders: “He under-
stands the offense a whole
lot more. He is making
strides in understanding
protections and things like
that. Last year when he
dropped back (to pass),
there were lots of times our
backs had to stay in and
block because he didn’t fix
protections. We are getting
better at getting our backs

out. He understands defen-
sive and secondary contours
and what they mean to him
pre-snap. It allows him to
play fast post-snap. If you
have a clue what is coming
and can eliminate one side
of the field or one receiver, it
allows you to get on about
your progressions a lot faster
and he is making a lot of
progress in those areas at
this time.”

Question: What have
you thought of the play of
the receivers?

Sanders: “I think they are
working hard and doing a

good job. I have been im-
pressed with a couple of the
young guys that are looking
like they are going to be-
come the receivers we ex-
pected them to be when we
recruited them. We are thin.
E.J. Fields not here two prac-
tices a week. LaRod King is
steady and has done his
thing. Some of those young
guys, though, are coming on
and we need them to come
and make a contribution.
No question.”

Question: Which young
guys have caught your eye
the most?

Sanders: “DeMarco
Robinson and Daryl Collins.
Losing Daryl (to a preseason
knee injury) last year hurt
us. He has stepped up. I
have been pleased with
some of the things Rashad
Cunningham is doing. He
can definitely have his role
in this offense. ey have to
play. We are not very deep at
wide receiver right now and
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Calipari’s celebration speech
‘emotional’ for UK safety
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LEXINGTON — He’s ad-
justing to Southeastern
Conference football, but
junior college transfer Kory
Brown was not about to miss
the celebration for Ken-
tucky’s national champi-
onship team.

at’s why the sopho-
more safety/linebacker was
among 20,000 fans in Rupp
Arena last week for the na-
tional championship cele-
bration.

“I just wanted to repre-
sent my team and support
the basketball team,” said
Brown, a South Carolina na-
tive. “ey did a great job all
season.”

Brown says he sees bas-
ketball players “a few times”
on campus and at the aca-
demic center.

“I went to a few games
during the season after I got
here (in January),” Brown
said. “I do like basketball. I
played basketball in high
school, so I am into it.”

Brown was not disap-
pointed at the celebration.

“It was amazing. Coach
Cal’s speech kind of made
me emotional. It seems like

when he speaks, he talks
from the heart and I like
that,” Brown said.”It did sur-
prise me that so many peo-
ple were there. Some people
did not go to class. ey just
took time out of their day to
come out for the team. I
don’t think people back
home could ever under-
stand. I have never seen
anything like it. A few other

teammates went, but we
were all spread out. I just
managed to get tickets to the
low seats. I was pretty lucky
to be down there.

“After beating Louisville
(in the national semifinals),
the whole city went crazy. I
can only imagine everybody
getting behind us and be-
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Mercer County senior pitcher Tabby Shewmaker is 6-1 with 76
strikeouts for the Titans (6-3) and hopes she can help lead her team to
a 12th Region championship this year.

Clay Jackson/cjackson@amnews.com

Kentucky football player Kory Brown enjoyed UK’s national bas-
ketball championship celebration in Rupp Arena and says he can only
imagine how fans would also support the football team if it could win at
the same level.
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