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Affordable/Deluxe
Chalet and Cabin 

Rentals 
Pigeon Forge in the Smokies

Free Brochure

Vacation Specials

www.fi residechalets.com

Toll Free: 1-800-876-2589

PANAMA CITY 
BEACH

Sandpiper-Beacon Beach Resort. 

From $39 (1-2p or arrive Sun./

Mon. - FREE night. Restrictions).

Pools, river ride, Jacuzzi, tiki bar.

800-488-8828
www.sandpiperbeacon.com

MOTOR HOME RENTALS
TRAVEL TRAILERS

Available for your next vacation! 
Northside RV’s

1630 North Broadway, Lexington, 
Ky.Call to Reserve Yours Today

(859) 299-8386

Cruise Line Direct Pricing PLUS 
Personal Service

Sue Buckman
Independent Cruise Specialist

Frankfort, KY
502-352-1351 / 877-422-7893

www.cruiseone.com/sbuckman
Open 7 Days & Evenings

Lake Cumberland
Reduced Fall Rates

Woodson Bend Private 
Resort

$60-$125
Private Cottages w/hot 

tubs $95-$175
On selected units.
Restrictions apply.

www.lakecumberlandrealty.com
Sales 800-688-5737 Rentals

Certifi ed Cruise Specialists
with ALL cruise lines!

Specializing in Groups, Incentives, 
Family Reunions,

On Board Meetings, Weddings
Individually Owned and Operated -
Open evenings to accommodate 

YOU!
Call Rebecca at
(859) 792-1434

GATLINBURG
OVERNIGHT

CHALET &  LOG CABINS 
W/JACUZZIS, HOT TUBS & POOL 

TABLES.
(1-10 Bedrooms)

FREE BROCHURE
800-223-6264

www.gatlinburgvillas.com

KENTUCKY

RV RENTALS HOT SPOT

TENNESSEE

To advertise 
on this 

guide, please 
contact:

Ashley Slusher
859-231-3460

or  Ashley 
Kessinger

859-231-3435

Give a Gift they will never forget!
Gift Certifi cates Available

Sue Buckman
Independent Cruise Specialist, Frankfort, Ky

502.352.1351 • 877.422.7893 • cruiseone.com/sbuckman

FLORIDA

Gatlinburg-Winter
Package $149 + tax
2 People, 2 Nights, Sm. 

Whirlpool Tub, Wood Burning 
FP, Pvt. Streamside Balcony, 
2 Aquarium Tickets or 3rd 

Night Free! Adv. Res. Req. No 
Holidays, Exp. 3-31-07

1-800-251-9897
www.brooksideresort.com

Spring Training is fun in the sun
Baseball fans can get their early fix with 15 teams beneath the palm trees of Florida

AP/ChArles KruPA

Fresh baseballs sit in a bin in Fort Myers, Fla., where teams are about to begin their training.

AP/DAviD GolDMAn

Fans take in a spring training baseball game last March between the Washington nationals and Detroit Tigers in lakeland, Fla.

By MITCH STACy
AssociAted Press

T
AMPA, Fla. (AP) – 
Major league base-
ball teams started 
coming to Florida 

for spring training almost a 
century ago, traveling by rail 
from the often still-frozen 
North to get in shape and 
play some exhibition games 
in the sun.

For baseball fans needing 
an early fix after a long win-
ter, spring training is hard to 
beat. The weather is almost 
always sunny and warm 
(temperatures in the 70s 
and 80s), the ballparks are 
cozier than regular stadi-
ums, beer and hot dogs are 
cheap(er) and everything – 
parking, tailgating, finding 
your seats, standing in line 
for food – is just more laid-
back. Many of the seats are 
so close that fans can hear 
the on-field chatter. Play-
ers haven’t become mired in 
slumps or losing streaks yet, 
so most of them don’t mind 
stopping for autographs.

“It’s very intimate com-
pared to going to a big sta-
dium,” says Julie Baldwin, 
who lives in suburban 
Washington D.C. and has 
come down with her fam-
ily to root for the Boston Red 
Sox in some spring games. 
“Your parking is right there. 
It’s just easy, everything is 
so much on a smaller scale 
and not so daunting.”

In 2012, 15 teams will 
train beneath the palm 
trees in central and south 
Florida, playing a slate 
of 236 Grapefruit League 
games throughout March. 
(The other 15 teams play 

their preseason games in 
the Cactus League in Ari-
zona.) For veteran players, 
it’s a chance to shake out the 
cobwebs, while rookies and 
journeymen compete to be 
one of the 25 guys left stand-
ing when the teams break 
camp.

Nine of the Grapefruit 
League parks are clustered 
on or near the state’s west 
coast, from Dunedin (To-
ronto Blue Jays), in the Tam-
pa Bay area, south 150 miles 
or so to Fort Myers. The 
Minnesota Twins play there 
at Hammond Stadium, and 
the Boston Red Sox are this 
spring debuting a $78 mil-
lion, 10,000-seat park whose 
confines are supposed to re-
semble Fenway Park, com-
plete with a Green Monster 
left field wall.

The rest of the venues are 
scattered in central Florida 
and on the east coast, from 
the Atlanta Braves’ beauti-
ful park at the Walt Disney 
World Resort down to Jupi-
ter, just north of West Palm 
Beach, where the St. Louis 
Cardinals and rebrand-
ed Miami Marlins share 
training facilities and the 
7,000-seat Roger Dean Sta-
dium.

“You’re so close to the 
field,” said Brian Hurow-
itz, who has taken an an-
nual trip down with his fa-
ther from Long Island for 
the past 20 years or so to see 
their beloved New York Yan-
kees. “You literally feel like 
you’re in the fourth or fifth 
row of the major league sta-
dium, even if you’re in the 
last row at a minor league 
ballpark. It’s such a different 
event.”

Much to the delight of 
Tampa Bay Rays fans, the 
team plays its spring games 
in a terrific refurbished ball 
park about 75 miles south of 
the dreary domed stadium 
in St. Petersburg where they 
play their regular season 
home games. The 6,923-seat 
Charlotte Sports Park has 
become a fan favorite on 
the Grapefruit League cir-
cuit since the Rays moved in 

three years ago.
Spring training and some 

of the stadiums are as much 
a part of the fabric of their 
Florida communities as the 
teams are back in their per-
manent cities. The Detroit 
Tigers have trained in Lake-
land – between Tampa and 
Orlando – since 1930 and 
have played in the current 
park, Joker Marchant Sta-
dium, since 1966. The Phila-
delphia Phillies have played 
in Clearwater since 1947, 
and the Pittsburgh Pirates 
have called Bradenton’s 
McKechnie Field home for 
the past 43 years, although 
the place got a complete and 
much-needed facelift in the 
1990s.

The 5,500-seat Florida 
Auto Exchange Stadium in a 
residential neighborhood in 
Dunedin has hosted every 
player in the history of the 

Blue Jays organization – it’s 
been the only spring home 
for Toronto since the expan-
sion team started up in 1977.

And the New York Yan-
kees have maintained a 
Florida presence since 1919, 
moving from Fort Lauder-
dale in 1996 to an 11,076-ca-
pacity park in Tampa that 
now bears the name of late 
owner (and beloved local 
resident) George M. Stein-
brenner. It’s the largest park 
in the Grapefruit League.

Proximity of the parks to 
each other – especially the 
ones clustered in the Tampa 
Bay area – makes a multi-
day, multi-park tour rela-
tively easy to plan. Nearby 
beaches and the central 
Florida theme parks mean 
non-baseball fans will find 
plenty of ways to enjoy the 
trip, too. Don’t forget the 
sunscreen.

A word about game tick-
ets: It’s best to buy them on-
line well in advance. Many 
spring games sell out early, 
especially the weekend con-
tests. Tickets for Yankees 
games in Tampa and Red 
Sox games in Fort Myers 
are always difficult to find, 
even for weekday contests. 
Tickets start at $8 or $9 at 
some parks, but figure on 
paying $25 to $30 for really 
good seats. It’s still a bar-
gain compared to the cost of 
seats at the big parks.

Spring training makes 
Florida tourism officials 
smile, too. The Grapefruit 
League stadiums host about 
1.5 million people every 
spring, and a 2009 study 
showed that its annual 
economic impact is in the 
neighborhood of $753 mil-
lion.


