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HIGH-CLASS DEFENSE
BY STEVE BECKER
North dealer.
Both sides vulnerable.

NORTH
♠ A K J 10 9
♥ K Q
♦ A K Q
♣ 10 7 4

WEST EAST
♠ 6 5 ♠ 7 4 3 2
♥ J 9 8 6 5 4 ♥ A
♦ 7 5 ♦ 9 8 4 2
♣ J 8 6 ♣ A Q 9 3

SOUTH
♠ Q 8
♥ 10 7 3 2
♦ J 10 6 3
♣ K 5 2

The bidding:
North East South West
1 ♠ Pass 1 NT Pass
3 NT 
Opening lead -- six of 
hearts.

Assume you're East, 
defending against three 
notrump. You might not 
agree with North's opening 
bid, but there's nothing you 

can do about that. West 
leads a heart, which you win 
with the ace. What should 
you play next? (Remember, 
you see only the dummy's 
hand and your own.)

It would seem you have 
no chance to stop the 
contract unless your side 
can quickly snatch four 
club tricks. Dummy has 
nine practically sure tricks 
in plain view. So, acting on 
this basis, you could return 
a low club hoping to find 
your partner with three 
or four clubs to the king 
(almost impossible in view 
of South's one-notrump 
bid).

But observe what 
happens if you do this. 
Declarer follows low -- there 
is no reason to risk playing 
the king -- and West wins 
the club with the jack. West 
returns a club to your ace, 
and the party is over. South 
makes four notrump.

Now let's go back to trick 
two. Instead of leading the 

three of clubs, let's say you 
lead the queen! Of course, 
South can make the contract 
by playing the king, but is 
he likely to do that?

He might think you have 
the Q-J-9-x(-x) of clubs and 
refuse to cover the queen. 
If he ducks, you continue 
with the three. What will 
South do this time? If he 
thinks you started with Q-J-
9-3, he will follow low again, 
counting on dummy's ten 
to force West's ace. The 
contract is then defeated 
when partner wins with the 
jack and returns another 
club.

Of course, South might 
guess correctly and play 
his king on either the first 
or second club lead. The 
important point, though, is 
that by playing your clubs in 
the suggested fashion, you 
give declarer a chance to 
go wrong. South might get 
it right, but at least you've 
given yourself some hope of 
defeating the contract.

CONTRACT BRIDGE

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

BY JACQUELINE BIGAR
A baby born today has a 

Sun in Pisces and a Moon 
in Aquarius if born after 
2:28 a.m. (PST). Before that 
time, the Moon will be in 
Capricorn.
HAPPY BIRTHDAY for 
Sunday, Feb. 19, 2012:

You have a tendency to 
keep many of your opinions 
to yourself. You also might  
want a lot of time alone. 
You see situations in a far 
more dynamic manner 
than many people. During 
these periods, you become 
extroverted. Do be careful 
with your finances. Money 
could run through your 
fingers. If you are single, you 
will need someone quite 
diverse and independent to 
be able to swing with your 
moods. If you are attached, 
you realize that a loved one 
might be having trouble 
adjusting to your new self. 
AQUARIUS understands 
much more than you 
realize. 

The Stars Show the 
Kind of Day You'll Have: 
5-Dynamic; 4-Positive; 3-
Average; 2-So-so; 1-Difficult

ARIES (March 21-April 19) 
★★★★★ Surround yourself 
with friends, and enjoy each 
of them. Be direct in how 
you deal with a particularly 
difficult person. If you can, 
treat those around you to 
a movie and/or a meal. 
You will see a sense of ease 
develop. Tonight: Going to 
the wee hours.

TAURUS (April 20-May 
20) ★★★ You might desire to 
play it low-key, but somehow 
you get tossed into the 
spotlight. You might need to 
head into work or spend some 
time with an elderly person 
in your life. Responsibilities 
call. Tonight: Surrounded by 
caring people.

GEMINI (May 21-June 
20) ★★★★ Reach out for 
someone at a distance. If 
this person isn't too far, you 
might opt to meet each other 
halfway. Your willingness 
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to be vulnerable at this 
moment draws a loved one 
close. Tonight: Opt for a 
different invitation.

CANCER (June 21-July 22) 
★★★★ Deal with someone 
directly who you care about. 
You might be surprised by 
how responsive he or she 
might be. Join friends later in 
the day, or get together with 
a pal to watch a game. Don't 
try to rein in your mind. 
You cannot help but drift. 
Tonight: Dinner for two.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 
22) ★★★★ Others come 
forward. Whether by phone, 
text or in person, you seem 
to receive invitation after 
invitation. Whatever you 
choose, you naturally radiate 
and remain content. Go 
along with another person's 
plans rather than make 
suggestions as to how to 
improve him or her. Tonight: 
The only answer is yes.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 
22) ★★★ You might want to 
slow down in the afternoon, 
after an active morning of 
touching base with those 
at a distance. A partner or 
loved one surprises you. 
You will like the end results. 
Tonight: Think "Monday."

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) 
★★★★★ You might think 
you are too tired, but events 
prove otherwise. Whether 
you are enjoying a child or 
off with a new friend, you re-
energize and are all smiles. 
Walking into this person's 
life delights you and, in some 
way, amazes you. Tonight: 
So what if it is Sunday?

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 
21) ★★★ You might want 
some time off from your 
routine, work and friends. 
Take today and make it 
yours. You will not be able 
to say "no" to a loved one. 
This person delights you in 
the way he or she tries to 
get your attention. Still, you 
might opt to stay close to 
home. Tonight: Be a couch 
potato.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 
22-Dec. 21) ★★★ Saying 
what you mean does not 
necessarily cause hurt 
feelings. Be responsible, 
claim your side of an issue 
and judge others less. Make 
time for a special sport 
or getting together with a 
family member. You might 
be happy taking a walk 
together. Tonight: Hanging 
out.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) ★★★ Sometimes 
you get quite possessive over 
a loved one. If you are single, 
you might try to lose some 
of that trait and discover 
that a very exciting rapport 
develops between the two 
of you. Follow your intuition 
in a conversation. You will 
land well. Tonight: Dinner 
for two.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-
Feb. 18) ★★★★ You wake 
up wondering why you have 
made such a big deal about 
getting together with a 
friend. Make a phone call and 
offer a surprise invitation. 
Share your good news and 
newfound confidence. 
Tonight: Whatever knocks 
your socks off.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 
20) ★★★★★ You might 
surprise yourself by what 
you say or by a gesture 
you make. You seem to be 
picking up on a new inner 
sense. Take some time off 
from your friends and make 
this day for you. Think about 
it: What would you like to 
do? Tonight: Not far.

YOUR HOROSCOPE Note: Bigar's Stars is based on the degree of your sun at birth. The sign name 
is simply a label astrologers put on a set of degrees for convenience. For best 
results, readers should refer to the dates following each sign.
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