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‘Simpsons’ still has stories to tell
After 500 episodes, no end in sight for longest-running cartoon 

50 YEARS AGO
Friday and Saturday Spe-

cials at Saylor’s Restaurant 
on Louisville Road included 
a charcoal rib-eye steak, two 
vegetables, salad and a drink 
for $1.75. Saylor’s was serving 
dinners from 6-10 p.m. in its 
new cocktail lounge.

25 YEARS AGO
Franklin County High 

School and Western Hills 
High School advanced to 
the semi-finals of Common-
wealth Academic League 
competition after winning 
deciding matches in seated 
tournament play.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
Tova Travis
Feb. 19, 2010
Tova is the daughter of 

S t e p h e n 
and Sta-
cy Travis. 
She enjoys 
watching 
Elmo and 
T h o m a s 
the Tank 
E n g i n e , 
s i n g i n g 
songs, chasing her puppy 
and playing with her friends 
at daycare. Tova also likes to 
spend time with her Grandy 
and Poppy.

MILITARY HISTORY
February is Kentucky Mil-

itary History Month. In Feb-
ruary 1816, Gen. John Adair 
received “the highest appro-
bation and thanks of the leg-
islature of Kentucky” for his 
gallantry at the battle of New 
Orleans.

TODAY IN HISTORY
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Today is Sunday, Feb. 19, 
the 50th day of 2012. There 
are 316 days left in the year.

On Feb. 19, 1942, dur-
ing World War II, President 
Franklin D. Roosevelt signed 
Executive Order 9066, which 
authorized the U.S. military 
to exclude people from des-
ignated areas. 

In 1878, Thomas Edison 
received a U.S. patent for “an 
improvement in phonograph 
or speaking machines.”

In 1945, during World War 
II, some 30,000 U.S. Marines 
began landing on Iwo Jima, 
where they commenced a 
successful month-long battle 
to seize control of the island 
from Japanese forces.

Ten years ago: NASA’s 
Mars Odyssey spacecraft be-
gan mapping the Red Planet. 

Five years ago: Three-way 
talks in the Mideast between 
Secretary of State Condoleez-
za Rice and Israeli and Pales-
tinian leaders, initially billed 
as a new U.S. push to restart 
peace efforts, ended with 
little progress other than a 
commitment to meet again. 

One year ago: The world’s 
dominant economies, meet-
ing in Paris, struck a watered-
down deal on how to smooth 
out trade and currency im-
balances blamed for a global 
financial crisis.

ALMANAC      

The Family Circus

C M Y K C M Y K

BY ROBERT LLOYD
LOS ANGELES TIMES

LOS ANGELES – The Simp-
sons of Springfield, USA, will 
mark their 500th episode as a 
TV family today. “The Simp-
sons,” in its 23rd season on 
Fox, is already the longest-
running cartoon, the lon-
gest-running situation com-
edy and the longest-running 
scripted prime-time series in 
the history of American tele-
vision.

There is something es-
pecially improbable about 
this particular household, 
with their goggle-eyes and 
cantilevered overbites and 
complexions betokening an 
advanced case of jaundice, 
claiming these crowns. And 
yet it is exactly in the spir-
it of the show, embedded in 
its seemingly contradictory 
quantum mechanics: They 
are losers who win, even as 
they lose, if for no other rea-
son than they have one an-
other. This remarkably stable 
long-term relationship is at 
once their horrible fate, and 
their good fortune.

A week before the airing of 
the 499th episode, I sat down 
over soft tacos, chile rellenos 
and mole tamales with “The 
Simpsons” creator Matt Groe-
ning in a Oaxacan restaurant 
south of Hollywood, not far 
from where he lived in the 
days before the series made 
him an international house-
hold name. (I should say now, 
in the spirit of transparency, 
that I knew him then, when 
we were working for compet-
ing alternative newspapers 
in the early 1980s – Groen-
ing was writing for the L.A. 
Reader, which also published 
his comic strip “Life in Hell,” 
which he still draws weekly 
– and have since.)

“I had this vague idea of 
invading pop culture,” Or-
egon native Groening said 
of his early days in Los An-
geles, which he chose over 
New York as the warmer, 
drier place to live in poverty 
while planning that coup. “I 
remember hanging out, just 
down this street, in Astro 

Burger with (artist friends) 
Gary Panter and Byron Wer-
ner and scheming how to do 
it. Gary had written an art 
manifesto about it and By-
ron said, no, that we were 
sellouts, as we split a burger 
three ways.”

And now: Three days af-
ter our lunch, Groening re-
ceived a star on the Walk 
of Fame, to go with the one 
“The Simpsons” already 
holds. The art toy company 
Kidrobot, which produces 
a line of Simpsons figures, 
has now added one of their 
creator, holding a big pencil 
in one hand and a sketch of 
Homer Simpson in the other. 
A seventh season of his other 
cartoon series, “Futurama,” 
revived by Comedy Central 

after being canceled by Fox, 
is in production. 

And it was announced 
this week that, thanks to a 
$500,000 endowment, there 
is a Matt Groening Chair 
in Animation at the UCLA 
School of Theater, Film and 
Television.

“I think we were in the 
right place at the right time,” 
he said of the series’ long life 
and global reach. “Audiences 
were ready again for a prime-
time animated TV show. We 
were the first out of the gate 
and, using a very conserva-
tive template of a family sit-
com, found a way to tell jokes 
in many different styles, 
from slapstick to references 
I don’t even get. There are 
really obvious pratfalls and 
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“The Simpsons” creator Matt Groening is honored with a star on 
the Hollywood Walk of Fame in Los Angeles, Calif., Feb. 14. 

stuff taken from traditional 
cartoons, but there’s also a 
guest appearance by Thom-
as Pynchon. It’s really crazy 
that something so quirky 
is so popular, but whatever 
that mix is, it works.”

He recalled the compa-
ny sitting down “for a table 
read of the 200th episode, 
and that was a staggering 
number. David Mirkin, one 
of the executive produc-
ers, said, ‘Well, we’re half-
way home.’ And everybody 
laughed because it was ob-
vious that there was no way 
we would be on for 400. So 
now to have done 500 is ... 
really fatiguing.”

If the series, developed 
with James L. Brooks and 
Sam Simon, is no longer at 
the center of the cultural 
discussion – “We’re not the 
new kid in town and haven’t 
been for a couple of decades 
now,” says Groening – it is 
because it has permeated 
the culture. It has seeped 
into the common soil, gen-
erating everything from 
toys (recently banned in 
Iran) and comics and trad-
ing cards to academic pa-
pers with titles like “’The 
Simpsons Movie’: Critiques 
on Consumerism and Envi-
ronmental Problems” and 
“Tones of Morality Through 
Layers of Sarcasm: The 
Simpsons and Its Underly-
ing Themes.”

“I’ve been in a street 
market in Argentina where 
somebody took pieces of 
chalk and carved Simpsons 
figurines out of them,” says 
Groening, “and of course 
there are Simpsons Russian 
nesting dolls. Wherever you 
go, somebody has appropri-
ated the thing, and it’s off-
model and totally delight-
ful.”

Situation comedy is a 
kind of paean to self-de-
structive human foolish-
ness in which the foolish 
humans never quite de-
stroy themselves. (Because 
there is always a next week.) 
There is a lot of celebration 
in “The Simpsons’” satire: 
Groening describes the 

show as “’a bunch of writ-
ers and animators trying to 
be as funny as possible and 
still tell stories with heart. 
James L. Brooks insisted 
from the very beginning 
that the characters had to be 
real and if it were just a car-
toon he wasn’t interested in 
pursuing it. And I think that 
was a really smart thing.”

“The Simpsons” of today 
is certainly a different show 
than in its first season, 
when it was rendered in a 
handmade squiggly line 
and more narrowly played 
with the elements of classic 
family sitcoms.

The ratio of domestic 
humor to pop-cultural or 
political satire to concep-
tual weirdness that makes 
up the mature series varies 
from episode to episode, to 
the delight or dismay of its 
followers, but the show has 
been remarkably consistent 
over the decades.

Even after half a thou-
sand episodes, are there 
stories Groening wants to 
make sure to tell before the 
still-not-in-sight end?

“Mostly it’s revealing 
back stories of some of 
the characters we’ve nev-
er dealt with. We have a 
character we call Squeaky-
Voiced Teen, which is (Dan) 
Castellaneta doing a 1940s 
Hollywood teenager. We’ve 
never given him a name; I’d 
like to know a little bit more 
about that guy.

“Once at Fox 20 years 
ago, they asked, ‘What 
would you like to see? We’ll 
do anything.’ I said, ‘Well, 
how about a 600-foot-tall 
statue of Homer Simpson 
in West L.A., and at mid-
night he tilts his head back 
and laughs uproariously all 
over Los Angeles?’ And you 
could eat lunch in his head, 
which would turn 360 de-
grees. They said, ‘Be more 
realistic.’ I said, ‘OK, how 
about a blimp shaped like 
Homer that flies around the 
world?’”

In a sense, that’s exactly 
what happened.

ENTERTAINMENT BRIEFS
‘Celebrity  
Apprentice’ 
starts tonight

Eighteen celebs battle to 
avoid those dreaded words – 
“you’re fired” – in the name 
of charity and face time 
with the Donald. Among 
them: Dee Snider, Debbie 
Gibson and Victoria Gotti. 
And the rest of the crew: Ar-
senio Hall, Clay Aiken, Ad-

am Carolla, Lou Ferrigno, 
Penn Jillette, George Takei, 
Michael Andretti, Paul Teu-
tul Sr., Cheryl Tiegs, model-
voice actress Tia Carrere, 
Lisa Lampanelli, former 
Miss Universe Dayana Men-
doza, Danity Kane’s Aubrey 
O’Day, actress-model Pa-
tricia Velasquez, and “Re-
al Housewives of New Jer-
sey’s” Teresa Giudice. Sun-
day’s first task – the selling 
of high-end sandwiches, 

and someone will get fired.
Pretty much the first ca-

sualty in this fifth-season 
launch is suspense. Two 
hours of windy discourse 
on the art of sandwich-
making along with smug, 
self-congratulatory asides 
on the show’s many chari-
table acts can do that. These 
early episodes tend to be 
the ones where the grasp-
ing celebs warily circle each 
other before plunging the 

knife in a hated rival’s back 
by, say, March. Who knows 
whether this crew will yield 
any drama by then, though 
there are signs of life in Hall, 
Jillette, O’Day, Carolla and 
even Aiken.

Inexplicably, comic Lam-
panelli – who could roast a 
whole chicken with her one-
liners – seems out to lunch, 
and the same with Giudice 
(again, it’s early). Snider 
and Gibson tend to melt 

into the background in to-
day’s opener – a smart strat-
egy. 

Trump taped this edi-
tion while playing cat-and-
mouse with a segment of 
the national media that ac-
tually believed he planned 
a run for president. But even 
he seems more studied, or 
diffident – it’s hard to say 
which. Maybe Trumpster’s 
just flat-out bored. If so, un-
derstandable.

Bargain Matinees Daily Until 6pm

Chakeres
Franklin Square Cinema 6

Toll Free: 800-668-4354
Frankfort ~ 502-875-9000

www.chakerestheatres.com

THE WOMAN IN BLACK (PG13)
Sun 1:30, 4:15, 7:00
Mon - Thu 4:15, 7:00

SAFE HOUSE (R)
Sun 2:00, 4:45, 7:30
Mon - Thu 4:45, 7:30

THE VOW (PG13)
Sun 1:45, 4:30, 7:15
Mon - Thu 4:30, 7:15

GHOST RIDER 2: SPIRIT OF 
VENGEANCE (PG13)
Sun 2:00, 4:45, 7:30
Mon - Thu 4:45, 7:30

THIS MEANS WAR (PG13)
Sun 1:45, 4:30, 7:15
Mon - Thu 4:30, 7:15

JOURNEY 2: THE
MYSTERIOUS ISLAND (PG)

Sun 1:30, 4:15, 7:00
Mon - Thu 4:15, 7:00
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