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Kimberla Lawson Roby is the author of
The New York Times best-selling Reverend
Curtis Black novels. Her latest, “The Rev-
erend’s Wife,” continues Roby’s exploration
of scandal and betrayal in the church. She
will give a reading and book signing in
Louisville on Wednesday at 7 p.m. at
Barnes & Noble, 4100 Summit Plaza Drive.

When did you first decide to start
writing books?

I was 35 years old when I started in
1995. I was a financial planner for the city
of Rockford, Ill. I hadn’t done anything
related to writing. I started feeling like I
was missing something, like there was
something I was supposed to do. That
made me think back to teachers who had
encouraged me to become a writer.

I thought, maybe I’ll give this a try. I
would get off work at 5 p.m., and between
6 and sometimes 11 at night, I wrote every
single day.

I did that for seven months. It became
sort of a family affair. My husband so
supported it that he took on my responsi-
bilities and his around the house.

When I got to the end of ’95, the book
was finished. I started sending out query
letters to tons of literary agents. To my
surprise, what poured in was just one re-
jection letter after another. I thought, I
can’t find an agent, so I am going to com-
pile a listing of editors at publishing
houses and take my chances sending it
directly to them. The same thing hap-
pened: rejection letter after rejection
letter.

At that point I was ready to give up. My
husband said, “You have this background
in business, why can’t you start your own
business and publish this yourself?”

The book went to No. 5 on the paper-
back fiction bestseller list in Essence Mag-
azine. I took that information and went
back to agents, and I found somebody who
said yes, and she sold my second book to a
major publisher in New York.
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Joan Osborne, rock singerJoan Osborne, rock singer

How did you come to cover
Slim Harpo’s “Shake Your
Hips” on your new album?

“ ‘Shake Your Hips’ wasn’t
even on our list of songs.
Jack Petruzelli — the guitar
lick popped into his head and
he started playing it. Every-
one happened to know the
song and they joined in. I
happened to know the lyrics
and we just blew through it.
It was one of those things
that just kind of fell out of
the sky.”

Anchorage, Ky., native
Joan Osborne has just re-
leased “Bring It on Home,” a
collection of soul and blues
music, on Saguaro Records.

{ my routine }

Jerry Voyles of Elizabeth, Ind.,
makes large sculptures, a practice he
developed after working for years
assisting sculptor David Kocka in his
studio and installing his pieces around
the country. Voyle’s work is now on
view at Hidden Hill Nursery & Sculp-
ture Garden, 1101 Utica-Charlestown
Road, Utica, Ind., along with the work
of a host of other artists, including Matt
Weir, Fred Miller, Amy Brier and Joe
Autry.

What’s your favorite breakfast?
That’s something I don’t eat. When I

get up, I throw my clothes on, get in the
truck for the studio and try to create.

When did you start creating your
own work?

I’ve been doing that for probably 25
years. When I first started, I was mak-
ing just small stuff for my wife, and
that gradually grew.

Your work is now at Hidden Hill,
which makes me wonder what kind
of gardener are you?

About all I grow are tomatoes.
That’s all I really have any luck with.

Favorite thing about Elizabeth.
I like the Ohio River. We’re just

maybe three miles from the river.
How did you get started producing

large works?
All of my products are steel, and

more or less it’s like the Gospel; you

just start at the bottom and create as
you go up. An idea just pops in my head,
but something always changes. You can
always change something in the piece to
make it more appealing, and it just de-
pends on my mood.

What kind of background noise do
you like to have when you work and
why?

I always have the radio on. I listen to
some rock and easy listening and NPR
every now and then.

What is the one tool you use in
making art that you can’t imagine
living without?

My imagination.
Epiphany moment.
I started a piece one time, and I got it

so far along, then I started looking at it.
Then I thought, this isn’t going to work.
So, I eventually wound up scrapping the
piece, just taking it apart. This was a
piece about four years that I was work-
ing on. It taught me to do what your
heart tells you and don’t stay with a
pattern or following what other artists
are doing.

Dream job.
I’ve worked logging wood. I’ve

worked in above-ground limestone
mining. I’ve worked in strip mines in
Eastern Kentucky. But my dream job
would be to have a large studio where I
could create.

Jerry Voyles, sculptor

While two friends re-
searched business opportuni-
ties in 2009, they identified a
lack of a memory-dedicated
platform on the Internet.

In September 2010, Jason
Becker and Brandon Sokol
co-founded Remember.com, a
site they describe as a Wikipe-
dia for memories.

“What sets Remember.com
apart is that it’s not just social
networking,” said Becker.
“It’s social collaboration.”

The website is a digital
media platform made up of
crowd-sourced memories.
Anyone with an account can
write, record and post their
first-person experiences relat-

ed to a person, place or topic.
The site organizes these

under searchable categories
in a layout inspired by news-
papers and Pinterest.

The 29-year-old Indiana
natives, who attended DePauw
University together, launched
a beta version of the site in
March for the university’s
175th anniversary.

Because neither of them is
experienced with coding,
Becker and Sokol hired four
Midwestern software engi-
neers to build the site.
Friends and family invested
in the Indianapolis-based com-
pany; the site currently isn’t
generating any funds.

“Our priority is to create
value first. If we can create a
community that generates
content, commerce will fol-
low,” Becker said.

They are considering hav-
ing organizations sponsor
topics, enabling them to influ-
ence the content generation
through prompts and ques-
tions.

Their original business
plan was completely different
in 2010.

“We were building the
world’s most awesome digital
timeline,” Sokol said. “That
September, Facebook pre-
miered their version.”

The two decided not to try

to compete directly with Face-
book, opting instead to rede-
sign their site.

“It was the longest working
day of our lives,” Sokol said.

Becker and Sokol are work-
ing toward having a place for
any memory on the site within
10 years. They’re currently in
talks with World War II and
Holocaust remembrance or-
ganizations.

They have recently added
several Indiana-related cate-
gories such as Peyton Man-
ning, John Mellencamp, the
Indianapolis Motor Speedway
and the Indianapolis Colts.

“The way that Remember-
.com is organized is not predi-

cated on the connections you
have with other people,”
Becker said. “It’s moving
beyond the idea of social net-
working.”

Ken Owens, executive di-
rector of media relations at
DePauw, said the community
response has been good so far.
But they still have fewer than
1,000 registered users.

“A lot of the challenge is to
get people to become aware of
it and get them to try it,” said
Owens. “It’s a place that re-
quires interaction to be suc-
cessful.”

Emily Hatton writes for The Indi-
anapolis Star.
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Website targets collective memories
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