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overstaffed some events,
overpaid some staff mem-
bers and failed to act when
Nicholson complained
about the booking of mon-
ey-losing events.

Nicholson was “frus-
trated by abuse of official
authority, mismanagement
and waste of taxpayer
funds committed by his
employer,” the lawsuit
said.

In fall 2011, Nicholson
was interviewed by Mike
Wooley, an employee of the
consulting group Venue So-
lutions Group, for a review
of the KFC Yum! Center’s
operations, the lawsuit
said. Nicholson gave “hon-
est and sincere” answers to
the consultant’s questions,
the suit said.

In November, the law-
suit said, Workman “ver-
bally berated” Nicholson
about the consultant’s re-
port.

Months later, Gov. Steve
Beshear acknowledged
that he discussed the possi-
bility of removing Work-
man with “several” board
members. Nicholson was
fired in February and
Workman announced plans
in March to retire at the
end of the year.

The fair board expects
net income of $500,000
from operations in 2011,
less than half of what was
budgeted.

“The report is a damn-
ing indictment,” Bo Bolus,
an attorney representing
Nicholson, said Saturday.

Bolus said the case was
a “textbook” example of of
what Kentucky’s whistle-
blower statute was enacted
to do.

The lawsuit said Nichol-
son is entitled, in part, to
reinstatement, damages
and back pay.

“All he wants is his job
back and back pay, at this
point,” Bolus said.

Reporter Joseph Lord can be
reached at (502) 582-4199.
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all over the world,” she
said, adding that the Amer-
ican Queen represents a
city her husband loved.

She also praised the
company for creating more
than 170 jobs with the re-

MEMPHIS, Tenn. — Pris-
cilla Presley smashed a
champagne bottle against a
steamboat Friday, chris-
tening the American Queen
as it resumed voyages
along the Mississippi Riv-
er.

“Just floating down the
river brings back a lot of
nostalgia for the heart-
land,” said Presley, the for-
mer wife of rock ’n’ roll
icon Elvis Presley, who
lived in Memphis before
his death in 1977.

The American Queen is
the largest steamboat in
the world, carrying 436

passengers. The 418-foot-
long vessel is taking tour-
ists on long-distance trips
on the Mississippi for the
first time since 2008, when
its previous owner ceased
operations.

The christening took
place just before the boat
left its home port of Mem-
phis on a seven-day river
cruise to Cincinnati. It is
scheduled to take part
Wednesday in the Ken-
tucky Derby Festival’s
Great Steamboat Race.

The boat was purchased
in August and has been re-
furbished and recommis-
sioned by Great American
SteambLooks goat Co.

Presley thanked the
boat’s owners for naming
her godmother of the boat.
“She’ll be bringing fun to
families and friends from

launching of the cruises.
The cruises are expected to
have an $89 million impact
on the area economy, with
travelers spending on
flights and hotel rooms be-
fore and after trips, and

during shore excursions.
The boat will be travel-

ing along the Mississippi
and its tributaries to cities
such as Vicksburg, Miss.,
Louisville, St. Louis, New
Orleans and Pittsburgh.

Riverboats on the Missis-
sippi represent a storied
chapter in American histo-
ry and folklore, harking
back to the 19th century
and the writings of Mark
Twain.

Steamboat resumes river travel

Priscilla Presley gets ready to smash a
champagne bottle to christen the American
Queen riverboat as it resumes travel on the
Mississippi River on Friday in Memphis,
Tenn. AP

American Queen
re-christened
By Adrian Sainz
Associated Press

Louisville Metro Police
have arrested Mark Wayne
Lucas, 41, and charged him
with murder in the death of
a homeless man who lived
in a makeshift camp in the
1700 block of Brownsboro
Road, police said.

The victim, whose name
has not been released, died
of an assault. It was unclear
when the man died; police
found the body Wednesday
afternoon.

Murder
charge in
death of
transient
The Courier-Journal

Runners in the Kentucky Derby Festival miniMarathon cross the finish line downtown Saturday. PHOTOS BY DAVID LEE HARTLAGE/SPECIAL TO THE C-J
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Jon Shain of Crestwood, Ky., carries daughter Annabelle after the miniMarathon. For a
story on that race and the Kentucky Derby Festival Marathon, see Sports, C1.

Mary Anne Tonini of New Albany, Ind., is
greeted by Jimmy Sneider of Louisville.
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To see more photos, go to courier-journal.com/
derbyfun

Shryock, who was dis-
abled by neurological
Lyme disease, plays for
the Texas Stampede, one
of 16 teams from across
the United States partici-
pating in the 2012 U.S.
Quad Rugby National
Championship Tourna-
ment at the Kentucky In-
ternational Convention
Center on Saturday. Orga-
nizers said this is the sixth
year that the 24-year-old,
three-day national event
has been held in Louis-
ville.

“These are the top 16
teams in the nation,” said
Jill Farmer, manager of
recreation therapy and
adaptive sports at Frazier
Rehab Institute and one of
the tournament directors.
“These guys need to train
year-round. It never
stops.”

The sport, also known
as wheelchair rugby, has
roots in wheelchair bas-
ketball and ice hockey and
was developed by three
Canadians from Winni-
peg, Manitoba. Farmer de-

scribed the sport as a com-
bination of hockey and
soccer, in which four play-
ers on each team compete
on a floor similar to a bas-
ketball court in specially
designed wheelchairs —
with separate “offensive”
and “defensive” chairs.
The sport was featured in
the well-known 2005 docu-
mentary “Murderball.”

Saturday, wheelchairs
clanged together as play-
ers ran into each other as
they raced across the
court, trying to score
goals with a ball and stop
competitors from doing
so.

“It’s a full-contact
sport. It really is,” Farmer
said. “It’s about these guys
taking back their lives.
You can be born with an in-
jury or sustain an injury,
and there’s so much out
there for you.”

Shryock said she had
always been an active,
competitive person, and
immediately became in-
terested in the sport when
she attended a tournament
in Indianapolis. It’s now
her fifth season in quad

rugby, and she also works
in the disability services
office at the University of
Texas and is studying for a
master’s degree in social
work.

Teammate Mark Zu-
pan, who has been in-
volved in the sport since
1996 and was a central fig-
ure in the documentary
film, said he played soccer
in college and was looking
for the same sort of stim-
ulation in his life after he
got hurt. He became quad-
riplegic after being
thrown out of the back of a
pickup truck and spending
14 hours in a canal before
being rescued.

Zupan, 36, a civil engi-
neer, said the training for
the sport is rigorous, but
worth all the effort. Zupan
said he is one of 19 mem-
bers of a squad that will be
whittled to12 and compete
in the London 2012 Para-
lympic Games.

“It’s fun,” he said of the
sport. “It’s afforded me so
many opportunities. I’ve
seen the world.”

Ernest Chun, 30, of the
Phoenix Fusion team, said

this is his fifth year in
quadrugby.Beforesuffer-
ing a spinal cord injury
while surfing, Chun was
an elite tennis player, and
he said quad rugby gives
him the chance to stay
competitive.

“Sports help you rehab
quicker,” Chun said. “You
learn tricks from the other
people, how to manage
your life. You get strong-
er.”

Farmer said newly hurt
patients from Frazier
sometimes come over to

watch the games — and
get inspired.

“They’re just in awe of
the ability of these individ-
uals and what they can
do,” she said. “Nothing can
hold them back.”

B.J. Levis, recreation
administrator at Louis-
ville Metro Parks, agreed,
adding: “It helps put
things in perspective,
that’s for sure.”

Reporter Laura Ungar can
be reached at (502) 582-7190.

RUGBY: Athletes stay competitive
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Emily Shryock of the Texas Stampede charges down the
court against the Shepherd Smash on Saturday. She said
playing the sport has given her a lot more confidence.
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