
PERU, Ind. — Outside a
small Southern Indiana
town, 41 soldiers lay
wounded and dying.

Military helicopters
carrying medical teams
swarmed the area, evacu-
ating the victims and pick-
ing up and treating the in-
jured.

But the scene wasn’t a
war zone. It was an intense
simulation staged by the
Army National Guard to
prepare helicopter-based
medical evacuation units
for deployment overseas.

And for days, similar
scenes have turned Indi-
ana into an imaginary com-
bat zone for the 2-238th
General Support Aviation
Battalion Medevac unit
training at Grissom Air
Reserve Base.

More than 130 Guards-
men flying up to 12 UH-60
Black Hawk helicopters
used the base to learn the
ins and outs of treating and
transporting wounded sol-
diers before deployment
to southwest Asia this fall.

For Sgt. Scott Darrall,
who served in Iraq in 2007
and 2008, the “mass casual-
ty” war zone scenario was
one of the most intense
simulations the unit per-
formed.

“It was a pretty stress-
ful event, but we came to-
gether well,” he said. “It
actually went pretty
smooth.”

But not every training
scenario is so fierce.

The unit also conducts
eight to 15 daily missions
aimed at buffing up skills
in areas like flight opera-
tions, aircraft mainte-
nance, medical treatment,
logistics, communications
and ground refueling.

“We try to replicate
what the guys are going to
see when they go out into
the field,” said Maj. Bryon
Blohm, commander of the
battalion.

He said the medical
evacuation unit is like the
Army’s 911, providing air
ambulances that offer en
route care to wounded sol-
diers.

Often, the high-level
treatment troops receive
in the helicopters is the dif-
ference between life and
death, he said.

Each Black Hawk
houses one medic, one
crew chief and two pilots.
The helicopters have
enough space for three sta-
ble, walking wounded sol-
diers and two litters for
critical patients.

In the rear, a medical
suite houses bandages,
tourniquets, IV solutions,
heart-rate and vital-care
monitors and sled-like
skids that can be lowered
into battle areas if the unit

is unable to land.
For Darrall, the fact

that medics must treat sol-
diers while buzzing
through the air at 160 mph
is the defining difference
between offering medical
assistance on the ground
versus tending wounds in a
helicopter.

“It’s very much of a
challenge,” he said. “Try-
ing to stick an IV into

someone who’s moving
around inside a cramped
space is much different

than sticking someone lay-
ing on a cot in a hospital.”

The more profound
challenge, however, is
knowing you’re the only
medic available to care for
someone whose life may
hang in the balance, Dar-
rall said.

“On the ground, you
have other medics to help
you out. But on the helicop-
ter, you’re it,” he said. “Ev-
erybody’s counting on you.
You keep that thought in
the back of your head,
‘Don’t screw up.’ ”

Blohm said that’s the
reason the sometimes gru-
eling training is so critical
for the unit — soldiers
need to know exactly what
to do to ensure efficient
and effective care for pa-
tients in every situation.

Although Darrall and
the 2-238 battalion have
previously served in war
zones, he said the simula-
tions are necessary to keep
them sharp and slick.

“You always learn
something new every day,
but a lot of it is just knock-
ing out the cobwebs and re-
freshing your memory. …
But we still train and train
and train so we don’t even
have to think about it. It
needs to become muscle
memory,” he said.

The battalion will re-
main stationed at Grissom
and continue missions
across Indiana until May 3.

Blohm said the facility
is a great place to cross
train with the Air Reserve
and learn how to cooperate
with a different military
branch — a necessary les-
son, since they’ll work to-
gether during their de-
ployment in Asia.

“This is a great opportu-
nity to get out into a new
environment,” he said.
“And to have these kinds of
facilities and the staff sup-
port at Grissom has been
tremendous.”

Soldiers ready with drills

Spc. Katie Gore and
Sgt. Chris Flodder
check over the
chopper during a
daily inspection for
the day’s exercises.
AP

Top: Indiana and
Kentucky National
Guard units train
for helicopter
medical evacuation
at Grissom Air
Reserve Base. AP

Rescue training
prepares for war
By Carson Gerber
Kokomo Tribune
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Free Workshop
Featured Speaker:

Bruce A. Brightwell
Attorney at Law
Member of National Academy of

Elder Law Attorneys

Tuesday, May 8th
10:00 AM or 6:30 PM

Country Inn & Suites Airport
2850 Crittenden Drive

(Just off I-65 by the Fairgrounds)
Louisville, KY 40209

PROTECT
YOUR ASSETS

Don’t Go Broke
In A Nursing Home!

Attend one of the two workshops:

PRESENTED BY KEIBLER & ASSOCIATES, INC.
ELDER ADVISERS

812-948-9288 • 812-246-8023
VISIT US AT WWW.ELDERADVISERS.COM

Even if you have a loved one in a nursing
home, or about to go in a nursing home, you
need to attend this workshop...there is help.

LEARN HOW TO:

• Qualify for benefits to pay for nursing home care

• Legally protect your assets for your family

• Qualify for VA benefits to pay for assisted living

• Avoid the time and cost of probate for your family

CJ-0000330989

Monday, May 7th
6:30 PM

Holiday Inn Express
411 W Spring Street
(Just off I-64 exit #123)

New Albany, IN 47150

Prior to the treatment I received
from Dr. Dick, I would rarely smile in
crowds of people. I wasn’t sad or
depressed, I was self conscious of
my teeth. I was an outgoing,
exuberant person but continued to
struggle with my concept of how my
teeth appeared to other people.
Now, thanks to Dr Dick, I feel so
much better about myself. I smile all
the time. Dr. Dick and his team
provided me the needed support for
taking this step toward improving
myself and my self-image. The team
was professional and supportive.

Eleanor M.

The reason I smile.Dr. Robert Dick DMD

2 Locations:

Louisvillle, KY
3901 Dutchmans Ln.

Ste. 201
Louisville, KY 40207

Office Phone:
502-895-2218

Clarksville, IN.
1240 Veterans Pkwy

Ste. 100
Clarksville, IN. 4713

Office Phone:
812-284-2701
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