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JERUSALEM — The for-
mer head of Israel’s Shin
Bet security agency has ac-
cused the country’s politi-
cal leaders of exaggerating
the effectiveness of a pos-
sible military attack on
Iran, in a striking indica-
tion of Israel’s turmoil over
how to deal with the Iranian
nuclear program.

Yuval Diskin said Prime
Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu and Defense Minister
Ehud Barak — who have
been saber-rattling for

months — have their judg-
ment clouded by “messian-
ic feelings” and should not
be trusted to lead policy on
Iran. Diskin, who headed
Shin Bet until last year, said
a strike might actually ac-
celerate the Iranian pro-
gram.

Shin Bet addresses se-
curity in Israel and the Pal-
estinian Territories only
and is not involved in inter-
national affairs.

Iran says its nuclear
program is for peaceful
purposes. Israel, like the
West, believes that Tehran
is developing weapons

technology, but there is in-
tense debate over whether
international economic

sanctions
accompa-
nying the
current
round of ne-
gotiations
might pre-
vent Iran
from devel-
oping a
bomb, or

whether at some point a
military strike should be
launched.

Diskin’s comments
deepened the sense that a

rift is growing between the
hawkish Netanyahu gov-
ernment and the security
establishment over the
question of a strike — and
Netanyahu allies quickly
rushed to his defense.

In Israel, security fig-
ures carry clout well into
retirement.

Although they frequent-
ly pursue political careers,
Diskin had been seen as rel-
atively apolitical, perhaps
lending his words even
greater weight.

“I don’t have faith in the
current leadership of Isra-
el to lead us to an event of
this magnitude, of war with
Iran,” Diskin said at a pub-

lic meeting Friday, video of
which was posted on the In-
ternet the next day and
quickly became the lead
news item in Israel.

“I do not believe in a
leadership that makes de-
cisions based on Messianic
feelings,” he continued. “I
have seen them up close.
They are not messiahs,
these two, and they are not
the people that I personally
trust to lead Israel into
such an event.”

Diskin said it was possi-
ble that “one of the results
of an Israel attack on Iran
could be a dramatic accel-
eration of the Iran pro-
gram. … They will have le-

gitimacy to do it more
quickly and in a shorter ti-
meframe.”

Several members of
Netanyahu’s coalition is-
sued statements question-
ing Diskin’s motives and
suggesting that in effect he
had allied himself with Is-
rael’s dovish opposition.

The prime minister’s of-
fice called the former Shin
Bet chief’s remarks “irre-
sponsible,” while Barak’s
office accused Diskin of
“acting in a petty and irre-
sponsible way based on
personal frustration” and
“damaging the tradition of
generations of Shin Bet
leaders.”

Israeli ex-intel chief slams PM on Iran
Warns judgment could be clouded and to avoid strike
By Diaa Hadid
Associated Press

Diskin

RIYADH, Saudi Arabia —
Saudi Arabia closed its Cai-
ro embassy Saturday and
recalled its ambassador
following protests over a
detained Egyptian human-
rights lawyer in a sharp es-
calation of tension between
two regional powerhouses
on shaky terms due to
uprisings in the Arab
world.

The Saudi diplomatic
break came following days
of protests by hundreds of
Egyptians outside the Sau-
di Embassy in Cairo and
consulates in other cities to
demand the release of Ah-
med el-Gezawi. Relatives
and human rights groups
say he was detained for al-
legedly insulting the king-
dom’s monarch.

Saudi authorities denied
that and said he was arrest-

ed for trying to smuggle an-
ti-anxiety drugs into the
conservative oil-rich king-
dom.

The collapse of Hosni
Mubarak’s regime last
year in Egypt stunned Sau-
di Arabia’s monarchy,
which saw it as a sign of its
own potential vulnerabili-
ties and how Western back-
ing can suddenly shift
away from longtime allies.

Saudi officials have in-
creasingly viewed Egypt’s
post-revolution trajectory
— particularly the political
gains by the Islamist Mus-
lim Brotherhood — as wor-
risome trends that could
encourage greater opposi-
tion in the Gulf.

A break in ties between
Cairo and Riyadh appears
unlikely as the Arab
League deals with the com-
plicated showdown be-
tween protesters and the
regime in Syria.

Saudi embassy
in Cairo closed
after protests
Sarah El Deeb
Associated Press
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