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Judicial budget cuts mean furloughs, limited Drug Court
Courts close three
days due to cuts
ERIN L. MCCOY
emccoy@kystandard.com

Massive cuts to the state
Judicial Branch budget will
mean three furlough days for
branch employees as well as
cuts to Drug Court and other
programs. 

Local employees will feel
the impact along with the
rest of the state when Fiscal
Year 2012-2013 kicks off
July 1 with a $25.2 million
cut in total available funds.
Gov. Steve Beshear signed
the budget April 11, and last

week Kentucky Chief
Justice John D. Minton Jr.
announced how the depart-
ment would handle the fund
reduction. 

Courthouses will be
closed for furlough days
statewide Aug. 6, Sept. 4
and Oct. 15 in an attempt to
cut back on personnel costs,
which comprise the great
majority of Judicial Branch
expenses. However, as elect-
ed officials, judges and cir-
cuit court clerks cannot be
furloughed — meaning on a
local level the furlough will
mainly impact such employ-
ees as deputy circuit clerks. 

Meanwhile, caps will be
placed on the number of
Drug Court participants and

the Kentucky High School
Mock Trial Tournament pro-
gram will be eliminated
entirely.

Circuit Clerk’s Office 
Budget cuts aren’t new

for the Judicial Branch, but
according to local officials,
they are becoming harder
and harder to sustain. 

“This is not the first year
of our budget cuts. We’ve
had cuts for several years in
a row,” Nelson County
Circuit Court Clerk Diane
Thompson said. 

Deputy clerks haven’t
received pay raises since
about 2008, and neither has
she, Thompson said. 

“And that’s OK. They
haven’t complained,” she
added. 

But according to
Thompson, circuit clerks’
offices throughout the state
are understaffed, and have
been for years. 

“We haven’t had to cut
staff because we’re already
so understaffed,” she said.
“Since we started the new
court system we’ve never
had enough staff.”

Kentucky’s current court
system was created in 1976.
This year’s furloughs mark
the first in the modern sys-
tem’s history.

At this time, the Nelson

STAFF REPORT

A Bloomfield man died Saturday after he
became trapped underneath a tractor in Grayson
County, according to a press release
from Grayson County Coroner Joe
Brad Hudson.

Kenton Dale Seely, 51,
Bloomfield, was operating a tractor
around 1:30 p.m. Saturday on
Wheelers Mill Road in Grayson
County. His daughter, Loren Seely,
was operating an ATV in front of
him. 

Kenton was traveling up the
gravel road off Wheelers Mill Road
to straighten up things at his nearby hunting cabin.
As he was driving, the soft shoulder of the road
gave way causing the tractor and bushhog to over-

Kenton
Dale Seely

Tractor accident
kills Bloomfield
man Saturday

See DEATH, page A13
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Renee Hopper, right, and Wendy Lucas are two of 14
deputy circuit clerks serving in the Nelson Circuit Clerk’s
office. They will have three furlough days this year
because of state budget cuts.

JENNIFER CORBETT
jcorbett@kystandard.com

There’s only one “Stephen Foster Story” per-
formance and now it’s a part of a new Kentucky
tourism promotion that features one-of-a-kind
attractions in the Bluegrass State.

According to a press release, the Kentucky
Tourism Department unveiled the new additions to
the “There’s Only One Kentucky” as a part of its
2012 tourism marketing campaign. 

Now, the Stephen Foster Story is joining the
ranks in hopes of bringing more people to
Kentucky. 

Stephen Foster Story
featured in new Ky.
tourism campaign

Horse of a Different Color
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Bardstown Primary School first-grader Chandler Newby, 7, takes a break from washing the paint off miniature horse
Quick Silver Girl to say hello. Students painted these therapy animals from Sam Hill Farms in Rineyville Monday to
learn teamwork and other valuable lessons. Tina Adams, who brought 11 horses from the farm, said she hopes to pub-
lish a series of children’s books based on each horse, with the first one titled, “Rumor Has It.” It features a horse
named Rumor and talks about the dangers of gossip.

Citizen claims Bardstown refuses to pick up brush pile 
Said they’ve cleared
piles in past
JENNIFER CORBETT
jcorbett@kystandard.com

Charlene Davis has a
large pile of brush at the end
of her front yard that she
said the city of Bardstown
refuses to pick up. 

What began as a task to
clear the brush in her back-

yard at 2218 Elmcrest Drive
has turned into a sticky situ-
ation. 

“I rarely put any (brush)
out front,” Davis said.
“When I do clear some of it,
now it’s a big issue?” 

According to Davis, she
cleared out a tree in her front
yard almost two weeks ago.
Once her work was finished,
she laid the remaining
branches in a pile at the end
of her driveway and city
workers picked it up without

any question during a drive-
by pick-up. 

However, the city refused
to pick up the second brush
pile in Davis’ lawn. She
complained to the city April
24, a few weeks passed and
the brush pile wasn’t picked
up. 

Now, Davis is befuddled
on why the city would pick
up brush in one instance and
not another. 

“If they’re changing the
law, they need to inform the

citizens,” she said. “There
are so many inconsistencies,
some are taken and others
aren’t.”

When asked about the sit-
uation, Bardstown Public
Works Superintendent Ben
Burd refused to comment on
the matter.

“I’m not getting into that
mess,” he said. 

Burd directed comments
toward Barbie Bryant, exec-
utive assistant to Sheckles,

See BRUSH, page A11 See CAMPAIGN, page A13
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