
It was probably just 
the calm before 
Saturday’s storm.
A quick drive 

through Lawrence-
burg earlier this week 
saw little that would 
make anyone think 
Armageddon is at 
hand.

There was one 
house with one of 
those “House Divided” 

flags out 
front and 
quite a 
few cars with “UK” magnets or bum-
per stickers. But little else.

But trust me. Anderson County, 
like the rest of Kentucky is worked up 
about the latest chapter in Kentucky 
vs. Louisville. With Saturday’s game 
being in the Final Four, there is more 
than just pride on the line.

“I’m pumped for Saturday!” says 
Lawrenceburg resident Angie Rhodes, 
a mega-Wildcat fan.

But saying basketball fans are 
pumped is kind of like saying the 

sun comes up in the east. Or like saying Anderson 
County is Big Blue Country.

Downtown, at Jim’s Pool Room, everything is 
blue. It’s almost wall-to-wall Wildcat, including 
that now-famous poster of Anthony Davis, a UK 
corn hole set, a photo of owner Jim Hyatt and 
Wayne Turner and even a print of the 1975 Wild-
cats that included Anderson County’s own Jimmy 
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Friday: Partly cloudy. High: Mid-70s. Low: 
Upper 50s.

Saturday: Scattered storms. High: Upper 60s. 
Low: Upper 40s.

Sunday: Partly cloudy. High: Mid-70s. Low: 
Lower 50s.
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Alleged fake pot peddler
enters not guilty plea

From staff reports 
Craig Vaughn, the owner of 

Herbal Awakenings who spoke out 
openly against Anderson County’s 
fake pot ban, pleaded not guilty to 
two misdemeanors at his arraign-
ment in Anderson County District 
Court on March 22. 

Police arrested the 30-year-old 
Vaughn on Feb. 17 for one count 
of drug paraphernalia — deliver/

manufacture and one count for 
“any misdemeanor not covered by 
the codes.”

Vaughn will be 
back in District 
Court on April 11 
for a pre-trial con-
ference. 

As of March 26, 
Vaughn is the first 
and currently only 
business owner in 
Anderson County to 
be charged according to the fiscal 
court’s fake pot and bath salts ban.

According to the city police’s 
search warrant, Officer Josh Sat-
terly received a recorded and writ-
ten complaint from an identified 
subject who purchased bath salts 
known as “White Tiger” or “Spell 
Casting” on Feb. 16 from Vaughn’s 
store. 

The subject stated he had pur-
chased bath salts from the Herbal 
Awakenings store, located at 1501 
Daniel Drive, approximately 10 
times during the week of Feb. 13, 

Buyer claims Vaughn sold him 
$2,000 worth of bath salts

Vaughn

See NOT GUILTY, Page A3

Don’t mess
with Tyrone
Residents keeping watchful eye 

for trash dumpers on Wildcat Rd.

By Ben Carlson
News staff

Tyrone is a friendly little com-
munity along the Kentucky River 
where neighbors watch out for 
each other.

But that’s not all residents are 
watching.

They’re also 
keeping an eye 
out for inter-
lopers passing 
through with 
truckloads of 
garbage and 
debris that will 
likely end up dumped just up the 
road from their homes.

“The people of Tyrone are 
watching,” warned Judge-Executive 
John Wayne Conway. “I know there 
are some who are following trucks 
they don’t recognized up Wildcat 
to try to catch them dumping, and 
others at the other end are watch-
ing, too.”

Tyrone resident Johnny Beasley 
said he is one of those keeping an 
eye out for dumpers.

“If I see someone heading that 
way, I’ll follow them,” Beasley said 
Monday morning while taking a 
break from yard work. “Others are 

Photo by Ben Carlson

Household trash is strewn into the ravine along Wildcat Road, just outside of 
Tyrone. Residents there say they are tired of people dumping trash along the 
gravel portion of the road, and are following suspected dumpers in an effort to 
catch them.

Help wanted
Find out how to vol-

unteer to help clean 
up Wildcat Road, A3

From staff reports 
The American Legion Auxiliary and city of 

Lawrenceburg will host a community Easter egg 
hunt March 31 at 1 p.m. at the Legion. 

According to event organizers, the egg hunt will 
feature more than 8,000 eggs, free drinks, free pic-
tures with Mr. and Mrs. Bunny, prize baskets and 
money eggs.

The event is for children ages 1-12. The rain date 
for the event will be April 7.

The American Legion is located at 725 West 
Broadway. 

Egg hunt set at Legion Health board OKs massive payroll cuts

By Ben Carlson
News staff

Employees will soon be paying 
for the controversial new health 
department building out of their 
own paychecks.

The Anderson County Board of 
Health unanimously approved a 

massive payroll decrease last Tues-
day night as the final step of solv-
ing the fiscal crisis caused in part 
by the new $2 million building.

The decision will chop roughly 
$155,000 from the department’s 
payroll through a series of fur-
lough days and dropping positions 
from full- to part-time.

The decision takes affect July 1, 
the first day of the health depart-
ment’s new fiscal year.

The $155,000, coupled with 
another $35,000 in program, util-
ity and other savings, should be 
enough to balance the depart-
ment’s budget, which has run a 
$180,000-plus deficit each of the 
past two years.

The deficit was largely attrib-
uted to the new building, which 
was approved in 2008 but opened 
last spring. Payments on the build-

Move will help balance
health department’s budget

See MESS, Page A3

See CUTS, Page A2
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Talking smack,
and a Cardinal

in a casket

John
Herndon
Sports editor

See BIG BLUE, Page A2

Photo by John Herndon

Charlie Bryant shows off one of his favorite pictures in Jim’s 
Pool Room, a photo of a Louisville Cardinal lying in a cas-
ket. Ironically, a photo of Rick Pitino is in the background 
but it was taken ‘while he was at UK,’ according to the pool 
room’s owner, Jim Hyatt.

Top-ranked Kentucky faces Lou-
isville on Saturday with a trip 
to the NCAA Finals on the line. 
Tip-off is set for 6:09 p.m.

Go online to see John Herndon’s 
blogs about the UK-UL game 
in the Final Four this week at 
www.theandersonnews.com.


