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Silver
Anniversary

Optimists' achievements

honored at banquet

By ROGER HARRIS
Managing Editor

When Jack Orlandi was running
for mayor of Jeffersontown he had no
idea that part of what he was doing
would last 25 years. No, Orlandi
hasn't been mayor for 25 years. But
he has been a member of the

Jeffersontown Optimist Club.
It was during his campaign for

mayor 25 years ago that Orlandi and
out-goin- g Jeffersontown mayor Jack
Quick also campaigned for
establishment of an Optimist Club in

Jeffersontown.
Last Saturday the club celebrated

its Silver Anniversary with a banquet
at the Bluegrass Convention Center.

Current Mayor Owen Potts read a

proclamation recognizing the
achievements of the club and the

t .contribution, members have made to

Jeffersontown.
The list of accomplishments is

lengthy. The motto of the club is:

"Friend of Youth." From the
beginning, all of the clubs efforts
have been focused on youth. A

basketball program for young people
has become a tradition in
Jeffersontown. This year the club is

renting three local gyms for its

various leagues. The club also

sponsors a cheerleading program.
In the last four years the club's

soccer program for both boys and
girls has become its most popular
activity. Over 320 youth participated
in the club's soccer program this fall.
There is also a spring soccer

progTam.
Sports isn't the only area in which

the club offers opportunities for

Jeffersontown area youth to express
themselves. Each year the club
sponsors an oratorical contest. Club
winners advance to district and state
contests where they compete for
college scholarships.

Every fall the club recognizes the
academic, athletic and citizenship
achievements of area youth with a

Youth Appreciation Week. This year
the club honored 20 area youth.

Other activities include an annual
bike safety program and Christmas
tree sales, which help to fund the
club's activities.

The club used to sponsor softball
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and football programs, but
relinquished both programs to the
Jeffersontown Little League and the

Jeffersontown Youth Football
Association.

The club was partially responsible
for the little leagues' having a place

to play. In cooperation with the
Jeffersontown Rotary Club, the
Optimists spent $2,500 to level the
ground at the Jeffersontown
Community Center to make the first
ball field in Jeffersontown.

The Jeffersontown club was
originally started with the help of the
Buechel Optimist Club, Orlandi
said. "These guys from Buechel kept
coming out here and after their third
visit Jack (Quick) and I decided we'd

better get serious about this,"
Orlandi said. "It was the type of
group we needed in Jeffersontown so

when we'd go out campaigning we'd
also talk about the Optimists."

The objective of the club, said
Orlandi, "is to spread optimism as a
philosophy of life. The more you're
exposed to optimism and the more
you think optimism then things will

turn out OK."
Orlandi, who has had four sons

grow up through the Optimist sports
programs, said there is no better
feeling than to know that you've
helped "a young person become a

young man and a good citizen."
He added, "Honestly, I don't know

of any kid whom we've worked with
who has become afoul of the law

... I know that every time Jack
(Quick) speaks he always talks about
two or three kids who we've had to
send home because they couldn't get
along, but they always came back
and eventually became a good
citizen," Orlandi said.

The first president of the club was

Jack Quick. He and three other
charter members are still active.
They are Orlandi, Ray Anderson
and Bill Schuebert. The club has
grown from 31 members its first year
to 81 today.

The Jeffersontown Optimist Club
is unique among all of the clubs

affiliated with Optimist
International. For the first 14 years
of its existence, the Jeffersontown
club sponsored a new Optimist Club

See page A-1-0
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FORMER STATE REPRESENTATIVE Bob Benson, who has
been courted by Democratic party leaden about running for
county judge in 1S31, says he'd probably accept the challenge.
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THE NEW ST. MICHAEL'S CATHOLIC CHURCH was blessed by

Most Rev. Thomas J. McDonough, archbishop of the Louisville

The long wait is over

New St.
By ROGER HARRIS
Managing Editor

It's been a long five years for
members of St. Michael's Catholic
Church in Jeffersontown, but the
years of struggle have finally borne
fruit.

Sunday over 300 people crowded
into the new sanctuary at 12709

Taylorsville Road for the Blessing of

the Church and Eucharistic
Celebration by the Roman Catholic
Archidiocese of Louisville.

For parishioners, the day marked a

new beginning for the church that
was an outgrowth of St. Edwards
Church, also in Jeffersontown.

Since December 1975 the church

By SUZANNE DARLAND
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As the picture for Democratic
nominee in next year's county judge's
race begins to firm up, former state
legislator Robert P. (Bob) Benson Jr.
appears to be a strong contender.

County clerk Bremer Ehrler has
said he is leaning against running,
preferring instead to retire from
political life. And former alderman
Jerry Abramson, who last week was

courted heavily by Democratic party
leaders, said Monday he was definite-
ly not a prospect.

And Commonwealth's Attorney
David Armstrong has also discourag-
ed the idea.

Meanwhile, local leaders say
there's presently no large movement
to Benson. "There's no large move-

ment at all," said Larry Bond, U.S.
Representative Romano Mazzoli's
campaign chairman.

"I think Benson would be an ex-

cellent choice," he added. Bond is

33rd legislative district chairman,
the district where Benson served as
state legislator for three consecutive
terms.

Right now, it looks as though one
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Michael's
has been meeting at Jeffersontown
Christian Church on Taylorsville
Road about a half-mil- e from the new
Catholic church. The arrangement
with the Christian Church worked
well, according to Father Charles
McCauley, pastor of St. Michaels,
but at ymes it was awkward. And
always the St. Michael's parishioners
dreamed of their own sanctuary.

During Sunday's ceremony Father
McCauley reminded the
parishioners, 'though five years was a
long time to wait, to "remember how
joyous this experience can be."

Father McCauley added that he
felt "a tremendous feeling of
gratitude and indebtedness to those
who have struggled" to help the

of Benson's Strengths is that he's will-

ing to run against incumbent
Republican. Mitch McConnell in
1981.

Benson, a corporate and private
attorney, said he first was approach-
ed about the county judge's position
soon after former Mayor Harvey
Sloane announced his intention to
run for mayor again.

And Benson's not adverse to the
idea of running on a ticket with the
former mayor.

Benson, in an interview in his law
office Monday, thinks he could do a
good job. He said his term as chair-

man of the Jefferson County
legislative delegation pretty much
prepared him to look at the county as
a whole, a viewpoint that would be
essential in his campaign.

"I got an overview of the county,"
he said. "I got a unique understan-
ding of the county as a whole, not
just one area." Also, he said, as
chairman of the delegation, a key
role, he became adept at bringing
together sometimes quite divergent
personalities. He said he often
smoothed feathers between urban
and county legislators like Aubrey
Williams, End, and Dottie
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Catholic Archdiocese, Sunday afternoon. McDonough, center, is

blessing the altar while Rev. Charles B. McCauley, left, watches.

church blessed

Benson likely candidate for county judge

parish realize is dream of building a

new church. Among those praised
were the leaders of the Louisville
Catholic Archidiocese, the
contractors, architects and workers,
and the members of the
Jeffersontown Christian Church.

The celebrant of the Blessing of
the Church was Most Rev. Thomas J.
McDonough, archbishop of the
Louisville archdiocese. Also in
attendance was D.D. Auxiliary to the
Archbishop of Louisville Most Rev.
Charles D. Maloney.

The new church sits back from
Taylorsville Road on 15 acres
donated by John Paul Riggs, a

member of the parish. Since
groundbreaking ceremonies were

Priddy, county.
Benson, who was ousted last year

with a surprise win byfreshman
legislator Robert Heleringer Jr., has
kept his hand in civic affairs. He said
he never thought after his loss he
would leave politics. And he said he
thinks he has a chance against Mc-

Connell, who is considered a for-

midable opponent for any Democrat.

One of Benson's biggest tactics in
the race, he said, would be
alignment with Sloane, considered
almost a shoe-i- n in the mayoral race.

"If I were to be the candidate," he
said, "It's best if the mayor and
county judge have the same party
affiliation," he said. "The mayor and
county judge must develop a
common ground and a common
program."

Benson said he could work with
Sloane. But Benson admits his name
is not exactly a household word. And
McConnell has already let it be
known that he plans to raise a lot of
money for the next election. Finances
are something Benson will have to
come up with.

"I think I'm better known now than

25 cents

held in August 1979, many members
of the church have spent long hours

helping in the construction. The1

price tag of over $400,000 was held
low by the work done by parishioners
and materials donated to the church.
The Louisville archdiocese loaned
the church two-third- s of the cost.

In addition to the 80 by 82 square
foot sanctuary building a rectory
stands near by.

The parish is bound by Watterson
Trail, Interstate-64- , Billtown and
Fairgrounds roads, east to the county
line. While the church building is

now in an area not heavily
populated, the potential exists for a

"huge Parish." Father McCauley
said.

Mitch (McConnell) when he first ran
for judge," Benson mused. "I don't
have great name recognition, but I

think I've got the record to build
name recognition on."

And Benson said he thinks he can
raise $50,000 on his own. The rest,
he said, will have to come from the
party. Benson said he thinks there's
"considerable interest" from the state
Democratic party that Jefferson
County should have Democratic

leadership.

And even with the recent wave of
Republican elections for president
and for House and Senate seats,
Benson, as a Democrat, still thinks
he has a good chance of being
elected. "People are more concerned
with local issues in local elections
than they are with party lines," he l

explained.

Benson thinks major issues for the
campaign and for the next several

terms of county judge and mayor will
involve proposed government
reorganization, the financial
disparity between urban and
suburban parts of the county, and
increased necessity for joint
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