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Christy Ingram of Mercer County returns a shot as doubles partner Erin Pigman looks on during their victory
as part of Mercer's win over Danville on Wednesday. Ingram is one of two returning players who helped the
Titans win a regional title last year.
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As individuals, many of
the girls who helped Mercer
County win four straight re-
gional tennis titles has
moved on. As a team, how-
ever, the Mercer County girls
haven’t gone anywhere.

e Titans have only a
couple of familiar faces, but
they have once again taken
their place among the very
best teams in the 12th Re-
gion.

Coach Diane Beauchamp
wasn’t sure that would be
the case with so many new
places at the top of the
lineup, but she’s happy to
see that it has been.

“You wait and see what
your next generation is
going to do,” Mercer coach
Diane Beauchamp said.

Roughly two-thirds of the

way through the season, that
next generation is doing just
fine. Mercer maintained its
perfect record against re-
gional opponents by defeat-
ing Danville 8-1 on
Wednesday.

And the Titans are gear-
ing up for a run at another
regional title.

“As a team, we’ve got a lot
of respect for each other. We
know we’ve got each other.
We can do good at region,
we know we can,” senior
Caitlin Baer said. “We know
we’ve got a chance.”

Baer is one of the team’s
two seniors and one of two
returning players from last
year’s team. She shared the
regional doubles title last
year, but this year she is the
Titans’ top singles player.

“Caitlin was that team
player last year. She could’ve
gone any direction,”

Beauchamp said.
While Baer went one di-

rection, Christy Ingram
went the other. Ingram is the
only other player who was
on the postseason roster last
year, when she played at No.
2 singles, and this year she
has teamed with fellow
sophomore Erin Pigman to
form the Titans’ top doubles
team.

“Erin and Christy have
worked a lot at doubles to-
gether, and they have in the
past as well. ey could have
easily been a region repre-
sentative last year and, I
think, would’ve done well,”
Beauchamp said.

e rest of the regional
lineup will be made up of
players with no postseason
experience, but Beauchamp
said those players have

Mercer girls reloading
for another regional run

LEXINGTON — As Kentucky is try-
ing to find ways to better utilize its tight
ends during spring practice by incor-
porating different route concepts, jun-
ior Jordan Aumiller is trying to find
ways to regain the playing time he lost
last year.

You remember Au-
miller. He was a two-sport
standout at Boyle County
and played five different
positions on the football
team his senior year.

He came to Kentucky as
a linebacker, but was red-
shirted in 2009 and then
moved to tight end in
spring practice. He caught 18 passes
for 193 yards and one touchdown and
was named to the freshman All-Amer-
ica fourth team by Phil Steele’s College
Football and to the all-Southeastern
Conference freshman team by the
league coaches.

He was the starter last year in the
Wildcats’ season-opening win over
Western Kentucky, then all but disap-
peared for the rest of his sophomore
season, except for special teams play.
He didn’t have a single reception for an
offense that was desperately trying to
find any way to move the football.

Now Ronnie Shields has been
named the No. 1 tight end going into
Saturday’s Blue-White game, and Tyler
Robinson, last year’s starter, is also
back. 

So where does that leave Aumiller?
“I just have to keep getting better.

(Tight ends) coach (Greg) Nord says
you need to work on your weaknesses
and also work on your strengths and
try to get better at route-running and
blocking and whatever to play,” Au-
miller said. “I would not say I am great
at route-running. I do what I can to try
and get open and use the moves coach
Nord teaches us to get open. But it is a
matter still trying to get stronger in the
weight room and studying football
more.

“I definitely think I got my overall
strength up over the winter. I have an-
other eight-week process this summer
to get in best shape I possibly can be-
fore fall camp, and we’ll see what hap-
pens.”

Aumiller was plagued by shoulder
injuries near the end of the 2010 sea-
son. Nord was not happy with his
blocking or lack of physical play last
year. Aumiller has worked to improve
in both areas.

“It is hard to tell (if I have im-
proved). Some days I go out there and
feel a lot better, and then I may feel I
take a step back, but it is just really lit-
tle technique things that you have
done right before,” Aumiller said. “You
just have to be consistent. at’s the
hardest thing to be consistent and be
physical every day.”

Well, maybe not the hardest. e

Aumiller
trying to get
back on track
at Kentucky
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Anthony Davis hugs Kentucky coach John Calipari following the Wildcats' win over Kansas in the national championship game earlier this month. Davis, who swept
the national player of the year awards, said he wasn't certain until Monday that he would turn pro.
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LEXINGTON — Anthony
Davis came to Kentucky with big
expectations, a willingness to
learn and a unique perspective.
He left Kentucky having ex-
ceeded expectations, still hungry
to improve and with perhaps an
even better perspective on life
and basketball.

Davis did everything he could
have ever imagined — and more
— during Kentucky’s 38-2 na-
tional championship season. He

blocked a nation-best 4.7 shots
per game and set school, South-
eastern Conference and NCAA
freshman records for blocks in a
season with 186.

He led the Wildcats in scoring
(14.2 points per game), rebound-
ing (10.4 per game) and field-
goal percentage (.623). He tied
the school’s freshman record for
double-doubles with 20 and led
the SEC in that category.

Now he’s off to the NBA with
five other teammates and is con-
sidered a cinch to be the No. 1
overall pick in the June draft and

to sign a lucrative contract, much
like former Kentucky point guard
John Wall did two years ago.

Davis joked Tuesday that “I
actually haven’t thought about
that yet” when asked what being
rich in a few months might be
like.

“at’s right. I am going to be
rich. at’s one thing I like,” he
said.

But Davis knows riches can go
away if not properly managed.

“You just have to know how to
manage your money. You just
can’t go out there and buy any-

thing. You can’t trust a lot of peo-
ple,” Davis said. “Coach (John
Calipari) has told us when you
get your money, put the first mil-
lion in the bank. You just have to
manage your money well. e
good thing is I like math, so I
should be fine.”

He said even his mother has
already told him she’s been look-
ing at a new house.

“I said, ‘Mom, look, I have not
made it. I am just declaring.’ But
I love them to death. I will make

THE NEXT STEP
UK’s Davis only beginning to see what’s ahead
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LEXINGTON — One thing
Kentucky coach John Calipari
noticed about Anthony Davis
during his remarkable freshman
season had nothing to do with
basketball.

“He didn’t pressure me, but he
told me not to kid myself (about
the NBA draft). If I wanted to
come back (to Kentucky), he

would have been fine with
it. He said, ‘You don’t
have to leave, I see how
much you love school,’”
Davis said. “I am always
on time for class and tu-
tors — I just love school.
He didn’t want to take that away
from me.”

Davis knows now that he has
declared for the NBA draft, skep-
tics will question his academic
intentions.

“I know they will. It’s
the honest truth — I love
school. I have always had
a 3.5 (grade-point aver-
age) or higher in classes,
always had A’s and B’s
since middle school. I

will take summer class, finish
this semester out and take
classes online. I always wanted
to get my degree.”

He’s also always wanted to
play in the Olympics, something

the likely No. 1 pick in the June
NBA draft might well get to do in
2016.

“Playing with the best in the
world would be a dream. All
these guys want to go to the Hall
of Fame and make their mark in
the NBA. I have always wanted to
go against the best and know it
will be a lot of work,” he said.
“One dream has always been to

Davis’ goals include getting degree, Olympic berth
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