
every conflict since World
War II. Students got to know
some of the veterans well
through interviewing them,
taking photos and making
videos for this year’s show-
case project —  a book and
documentary DVD.

Projects by previous
classes also have been im-
pressive.

One year, Michael’s stu-
dents served as the IT de-
partment and installed new
computers and software in
five local schools. The next
year, the class reformatted
the old computers with a
new, free operating system
to donate to students who
didn’t have the money for a
home computer. What they
did this year, though, leaves
Michael visibly moved and
deeply proud.

“My dad was a veteran,
and he is gone now,” she
said. “I didn’t get to have
this kind of conversation
with him about his time in
service like these kids have
done, and I regret it, but I
do feel like I am hearing his
story, too.”

The students started the
program on Veterans Day
last year by inviting vets to
participate. Two weeks
later, they were winning a
regional award. By the time
they went to the state com-
petition and did not win,
winning no longer had any-
thing to do with what their
project was about, Michael
said.

The book and DVD in-
clude photos and remem-
brances from 19 vets who
participated.

“When we started, we
knew some things might be
hard to talk about, but we
wanted the real story so we
had a motto, ‘We know it is
difficult to remember, but
we don’t ever want to for-
get,’ but that has sort of
changed,” she said. “Now,
it’s more about every day
being a good day to honor a
vet.”

The public is invited to
attend Friday’s assembly,
especially area vets, to hear
a few short speeches from a
few select students and
state Rep. Mike Harmon.
The chorus will sing, and

the band will perform as
well. Copies of the DVD will
be given to vets in atten-
dance who participated in
the project.

“I appreciate vets much
more now,” said sophomore
Cassidy Wheeler. “Their
sacrifices carried more
weight after we got to know
them, but most don’t want
to talk about that as a rule.”

The students were
‘locked-in’ for a night to
wrap up the project a few
weeks ago and participated
in what they called a “Table
of Contemplation” to dis-
cuss and digest the experi-
ence. A few will be heading
into a military careers.
What that means now car-
ries more weight. Michael
said she was impressed by

the seriousness of the
group, the maturity forged
from a new — and deep —
respect.

A few copies of the books
will be available for $30
each with the accompany-
ing DVD for an additional
$10. If they sell out and
there is a demand, “We can
order as many as people
want,” Michael said.
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Let The World Know...Congratulate Your

FAVORITE 
GRADUATE
From Any Level of Education!
Our special GRADUATE PAGES

All entries should have their “Senior Picture” and a baby 
picture. We will accept Pre-school Grads, Kindergarten 
Grads, Grade School Grads, Middle School Grads, High 
School Grads, College Grads, etc.

To have your favorite graduate in this promotion:
1. Find a baby picture and a recent photo for us to copy.
2. Fill out the form below and print plainly the needed information.
3. Enclose a stamped,self-addressed envelope for the return of  your 

 Danville, KY) after the publication of the pages. Photos will be held 
 for ten days only.

GRADUATES OF 2012
The Advocate-Messenger

P.O. Box 149 • Danville, KY  40423-0149

Entries must be received by 10:00 AM on Monday, May 7th. 
No late entries will appear on the special pages. 

Order Form - Graduates of  2012

Graduate Name 

Parent(s) 

  

School  

Your Name 

Address  

  

Phone  

Cardholder’s Signature (if paying by credit card):

   

 Son of    Daughter of

Card#    
Expires    

Beth Jackson
Daughter of 

Gary & Judy Jackson
Eastern Kentucky University

Class of 2012

14
54

46

Congratulations

www.boballenmotormall.com

MEET

DARIUS
MILLER

2012 NCAA 
BASKETBALL CHAMPION

Find us on

725 Maple Ave. • Danville
859-236-3217 or Toll-Free: 1-877-773-3217

Get there early for best autograph opportunity!

Saturday, April 21
9:30am – 11:00 am

Bob Allen Motor Mall 
Chrysler Showroom on

Maple Avenue in Danville

Free Autographs!! 
Limit One Autograph 

Per Person 

Darius Miller
posters will be
available for 
purchase.

Beshear announced
$425,000 would be set aside
so the state contribution
will increase to 7.5 percent
of the matching funds, in-
suring the local contribu-
tion stays at 2.5 percent.
Powell said the board has
spent the last four years de-
termining how to deal with
an FAA requirement to in-
crease the runway safety
area — essentially addi-
tional room at the end of
the runway — by about 100
feet, which he said must
happen before funds will
be allocated for other proj-
ects. 

Attempts have been
made to acquire some land
adjoining the property on
the east end of the runway
through a land swap, but
those plans have snagged.
Powell said he and others
on the board have been re-
luctant to pursue a consid-
erably more expensive

option to expand west be-
cause it would mean dis-
placing runway markings,
but he believes some deci-
sion will be made soon.

“We’re hoping to get it
resolved this year, one way
or the other,” said Powell.

The airport has been
able to use state and other
funding sources recently to
complete several projects,
including the new adminis-
tration building and corpo-
rate offices, as well as the
resurfacing of runways.
Powell said business at the
airport has remained brisk
and fuel sales have contin-
ued to rise steadily. 

However, there are still
many projects Powell said
the board is eager to move
forward on that likely will
require state, local and fed-
eral assistance. Those in-
clude new fuel pumps, and
a new corporate hangar
and 10-unit hangar, both of
which already have waiting
lists.

forced Graves to lie face-
down on the floor while
Armstrong went through
the house.  Graves was not
injured in the incident.

Armstrong left the house
on foot with an undeter-
mined amount of money,
and law enforcement offi-
cers canvassed the area for
several hours.

Gray said Armstrong was
picked up Wednesday
evening by Kentucky State
Police and Vehicle Enforce-
ment officers and surren-
dered voluntarily.

“After a short interview,

we felt like we had enough
to make an arrest,” Gray
said.

Armstrong is lodged in
the Boyle County Detention
Center on charges of first-
degree burglary and first-
degree robbery, both
felonies. He is being held
on a $100,000 cash bond.

Danville police were as-
sisted by the Mercer County
Sheriff ’s Department, KSP
and state Vehicle Enforce-
ment in the investigation.
The multi-agency effort
along with victim and eye
witness statements allowed
police to make a quick ar-
rest, Gray said.

INVASION, from A1

AIRPORT, from A1

BOOK, from A1

RED BUD, Ill. (AP) — A
retired southern Illinois
couple claimed the third
and final share of last
month’s record $656 mil-
lion Mega Millions jackpot
on Wednesday, and said
they plan to treat them-
selves — possibly even to a
vacation — once they’ve
sorted out how to invest
their windfall.

Merle and Patricia But-
ler bought a $3 quick-pick
ticket to the March 30
drawing at the Motomart
convenience store in their
village of Red Bud, a
farming community about
40 miles southeast of St.
Louis. They have opted to
collect their winnings —
$111 million after taxes —
in a lump-sum payment.

Merle Butler, 65, said
that until Wednesday’s
news conference, fewer
than five people knew they
had won the lottery, other
than the cadre of financial
advisors and the lawyer
with whom they’ve been
meeting.

“I was retired. It looks
like I have another full-
time job,” the former com-

puter systems analyst said.
The couple, who have

grandchildren, have no
immediate plans other
than to craft an investment
strategy, then look into
how to treat themselves in
a few months or a year,
Merle said.

“There could possibly
be a vacation in there,” he
quipped.

Of the three jackpot-
winning ticket holders,
only the Butlers came for-
ward publicly. 

The Illinois Lottery re-
quires, with rare excep-
tions, that winning ticket
holders appear for a news
conference and related
promotions, partly to show
that it pays out prizes as
promised. Winning ticket
holders in Kansas and
Maryland opted to remain
anonymous.

Since the drawing, the
collective hobby in Red
Bud has been speculating
about who bought the win-
ning ticket, with locals
wondering if it was one of
their own or someone who
had pulled off the nearby
highway while en route to

other parts.
About 100 locals gath-

ered outside the commu-
nity hall during
Wednesday’s news confer-
ence, and they gave a rous-
ing cheer to the Butlers
when they emerged after-
ward.

Patricia Butler said that
since the drawing, they
have been so busy map-
ping out how to deal with
the life-changing event,
they haven’t spent a lot of
time with their friends and
neighbors.

“It’s just very exciting.
We’ve been meeting with a
lot of people, just not here
in town,” the 62-year-old
former program analyst
said.

Despite their newfound
wealth, Merle Butler said
he and his wife do not plan
to move away from Red
Bud and its roughly 3,700
residents.

“This is a nice, comfort-
able, family-oriented com-
munity. We’ve lived here a
long time. We don’t plan to
go anywhere else,” he said.

Mayor Tim Lowry said
the attention from the lot-

tery win has been some-
what transformational for
Red Bud, which is known
in the area mostly for its
annual firefighters’ parade
and elaborate Christmas
displays.

“Everyone now knows
who we are. We used to be
a joke on a T-shirt saying,
‘Where the Hell is Red
Bud?’” Lowry said.

Several residents de-
scribed the Butlers as a
friendly but private couple,
and LeRoy Bievenue, a re-
tired public worker who
knows them from church,
said he isn’t surprised they
managed to keep their
jackpot win so quiet.

“It’s awesome for a little
town in southern Illinois to
have this kind of a winner,
to put Red Bud on the
map,” Bievenue said.

Brenda Holcomb, a re-
tired bartender, said she is
happy for the couple and
glad it was someone from
town who won.

“They deserve it,” she
said. “Of course it would
be better if I had it. I’d have
a Miller Lite truck parked
outside here right now.”

Retired Ill. couple claim
share of $656M jackpot
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