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Morning Briefing
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AUTO RACING
Rahal placed on probation

Graham Rahal was placed on proba-
tion for six races by IndyCar on Tues-
day for his role in an accident with Mar-
co Andretti.

Reviews showed Rahal was guilty of
blocking and initiating avoidable con-
tact Sunday on Lap 22 at Long Beach,
IndyCar race director Beaux Barfield
said. Andretti’s car hit the back of Ra-
hal’s, launched briefly into the air and
spun into a tire barrier.

Andretti said Rahal chopped him,
adding: “I’m lucky I didn’t get upside
down. I could have been killed.”

Barfield and his team did not review
the accident until they returned to Indi-
anapolis because both cars were
knocked out of the race and it wasn’t a
pressing matter.

“All stewards have reviewed the in-
cident and have decided that the on-
track actions of Graham warranted
probation because of driving that en-
dangers on-track safety and adversely
affects competition,” Barfield said in
issuing the penalty.

The probation runs through Indy-
Car’s June 23 race at Iowa Speedway.
The penalty notice on Rahal said, “If the
improvements are not met, IndyCar
may impose other penalties at its dis-
cretions.”

The IndyCar rule book states that a
driver must not alter their racing line to
inhibit or prevent passing, and the pen-
alty is a minimum of a black flag “drive
through” penalty. The rules also state a
driver must not initiate or attempt to
initiate avoidable contact that results in
the interruption of another competi-
tor’s lap time or track position.

TENNIS
Isner hoping to pair with
Serena in London Olympics

Message to Serena Williams from
John Isner: Keep an eye on your mail-
box.

Isner, America’s highest-ranked
men’s singles player, said he’d like to
put himself in the sweepstakes to play
mixed doubles with Williams at the Lon-
don Olympics this summer.

He’s not the only one.
Andy Roddick teamed with Williams

at the Australian Open and the Bryan
brothers are among the other top candi-
dates who could team up with the two-
time Olympic gold medalist.

“I may be the odd man out,” Isner
said on a conference call Tuesday to
preview the London Games. “But I’m
pretty good friends with Serena. Might
need to bribe her, maybe send a gift in
the mail to get her to play with me.”

Mixed doubles has been added to
this year’s Olympic program and many
players are considering adding doubles
and mixed to their schedules, giving
them two more ways of bringing home
an Olympic medal.

Williams teamed with her sister,
Venus, to win women’s doubles at the
2000 and 2008 Olympics.

“Obviously, she’s one of the most
dominant players ever,” said Isner, who
is ranked ninth in the world. “To have
her on my team would be a big advan-
tage.”

Earlier this year, Williams said she
knew she’d have various options for
this year’s Olympics, where the tennis
tournament will take place at Wimble-
don.

GOLF
Indy tournament sales brisk

Ticket sales for Indianapolis’ big-
gest men’s golf tournament in more
than two decades are better than ex-
pected and could help the city land fu-
ture events.

Tournament organizer Vince Pelle-
grino says the Western Golf Associa-
tion has already sold more tickets for
this year’s BMW Championship than
last year and attendance figures for the
week could approach 150,000. That
would make it one of the most attended
non-major events on the PGA Tour.

The event is at the Crooked Stick
Golf Club in the first week of Septem-
ber.

Though the PGA schedule is booked
through 2014, tour spokesman Ty Votaw
says Indy is a host city the governing
body would consider if there was an
opening on a future schedule.

HOCKEY
Vatrano, U.S. topple Canada

Frankie Vatrano scored the winning
goal in the third period to lead the Unit-
ed States to a 5-3 victory over Canada at
the world under-18 hockey champion-
ship.

Vatrano scored 6:39 into the final pe-
riod. Matt Grzelcyk, Riley Barber, Seth
Jones and Matt Lane also scored for the
Americans (4-0), the three-time defend-
ing champions who surrendered their
first goals of the tournament.

Hunter Shinkaruk, Matt Dumba and
Ryan Pulock scored for Canada (2-2),
while Matt Murray finished with 35
saves, including a first-period penalty
shot from Lane.

The Americans finished on top of
Group A and earned a bye directly into
the semifinals. Canada will face Russia
in the quarterfinals on Thursday.

DIGEST
FROM WIRE DISPATCHES

Colleges Reds Bats Keeneland

WED
18

Softball
USF at U of L
4 p.m. (DH)
ESPNU

at St. Louis
8:15 p.m.
Fox Ohio

Toledo
6:35 p.m.

First race
1:05 p.m.

THU
19

at St. Louis
1:45 p.m.
Fox Ohio

Toledo
6:35 p.m.

First race
1:05 p.m.

FRI
20

W-lacrosse
Syracuse
at U of L
5 p.m.

Baseball
LSU at UK
6:30 p.m.

at Cubs
2:20 p.m.
Fox Ohio

Toledo
6:30 p.m.

First race
1:05 p.m.

SAT
21

Football
UK Blue-
White
Game, 6

at Cubs
1:05 p.m.
Fox Ohio

Indianapolis
2:05 p.m.

First race
1:05 p.m.

SUN
22

W-lacrosse
UConn at
U of L
11 a.m.

Baseball
LSU at UK
1 p.m.

at Cubs
2:20 p.m.
Fox Ohio

Indianapolis
2:05 p.m.

First race
1:05 p.m.

MON
23

Indianapolis
6:35 p.m.

TUE
24

Baseball
UK at U of L
6 p.m.
Fox South

Giants
7:10 p.m.
Fox Ohio

at Indianapolis
7:05 p.m.

TODAY ON TV

European Champions League soccer
2:30 p.m. Barcelona at Chelsea FX (Insight-28)

College softball
4 p.m. South Florida at Louisville ESPNU
6:30 p.m. South Florida at Louisville ESPNU

Golf
6:30 p.m. LPGA: Lotte Championship Golf

Pro baseball
7 p.m. Texas at Boston ESPN2
7 p.m. Chicago Cubs at Florida WGN
8 p.m. Cincinnati at St. Louis Fox Ohio

College baseball
7 p.m. Cincinnati at Ohio State Big Ten

NHL playoffs
7:30 p.m. New York Rangers at Ottawa CNBC
7:30 p.m. Pittsburgh at Philadelphia NBC SN
10 p.m. Vancouver at Los Angeles NBC SN

Pro basketball
8 p.m. Orlando at Boston ESPN
10:30 p.m. Los Angeles Lakers at Golden State ESPN

CONCACAF Champions League soccer
10 p.m. Santos at Monterrey Fox Soccer

TODAY ON RADIO

Pro baseball
6:35 p.m. Toledo at Louisville WKRD-790
8 p.m. Cincinnati at St. Louis WHBE-680, WSLM-1220

THURSDAY ON TV

Golf
9 a.m. China Open Golf
3 p.m. PGA: Valero Open Golf
6:30 p.m. LPGA: Lotte Championship Golf

Pro baseball
12:30 p.m. Chicago Cubs at Miami WGN
1 p.m. L.A. Dodgers at Milwaukee

or Chicago Cubs at Miami
MLB Network

(Insight-536/537)
1:30 p.m. Cincinnati at St. Louis Fox Ohio
7 p.m. Texas at Detroit or

Minnesota at N.Y. Yankees
MLB Network

(Insight-536/537)
10 p.m. Cleveland at Seattle or

Oakland at L.A. Angels
MLB Network

(Insight-536/537)

College baseball
7:30 p.m. Tennessee at Mississippi State ESPNU

NHL playoffs
7:30 p.m. Boston at Washington NBC SN
8 p.m. Phoenix at Chicago CNBC
10:30 p.m. St. Louis at San Jose NBC SN

Pro basketball
8 p.m. Chicago at Miami TNT
10:30 p.m. Los Angeles Clippers at Phoenix TNT

College softball
8 p.m. Alabama at Georgia ESPN2

Softball
University of Louisville senior pitcher Tori Collins

was honored Tuesday as Louisville Slugger Division I
National Player of the Week for games played April 9-
15, only the second Cardinals player ever to earn the
award, following Chelsea Bemis on April 27, 2010.

Collins (18-1) went 3-0 with two no-hitters, allowing
four hits and five walks while striking out 17 in 21 shut-
out innings. She also had a save.

Track and field
» U of L thrower Chinwe Okoro was named Big

East Conference Women’s Field Athlete of the Week for
the second straight time. The senior won the discus and
shot put at Saturday’s Texas Roadhouse Border Battle.

» Georgetown College’s Danielle Buford (Seneca)
is the Mid-South Conference Women’s Track Athlete of
the Week after setting school records in the 100-meter
dash (12.71 seconds) and the 200 (25.84) on Saturday.

KENTUCKIANA SPOTLIGHT

ELGIN, S.C. — Davis Love III is
prepared for the lobbying and poli-
tics that come with being Ameri-
ca’s Ryder Cup captain. He’s also
ready to learn more about those
U.S. players he may pick for the
team in September.

“Guys that I don’t know, I want
to get to know Kyle Stanley,” Love
said. “I want to get know these
guys.”

Love and 2006 U.S. captain Tom
Lehman held a clinic at a tourna-
ment honoring the late father of
five-time PGA Tour winner Jona-
than Byrd.

Love said he’s beginning the
fact-finding process that comes as
captain, who must select four golf-
ers to fill out the 12-man U.S. team
that will compete against Europe
at Medinah (Ill.) Country Club
from Sept. 28-30. The top eight
Americans qualify on a points
standing that concludes after the
PGA Championship at The Ocean
Course on Kiawah Island outside of
Charleston.

Love makes his selections a few
weeks later in September. That’s
when the fun begins.

Lehman remembered getting
calls and texts from friends,
agents and players about Ryder
Cup hopefuls.

“You’re aware of all that,” Leh-
man said. “At the end of the day,

guys really want to play and be on
the team for all the right reasons.”

And one Love’s spoken with
Lehman and other past captains
like Corey Pavin about their crite-
ria and process. Love remembers
during Lehman’s time several
cookouts and gatherings during
tournament weeks months before
any selections were made.

Love, who’s played on six Ryder
Cup teams including winning U.S.
squads in 1993 and 1999, said it
gave the players a sense of togeth-
erness and familiarity.

“We were bonding already. Tom
(Lehman) was getting to know
those guys,” Love said.

“I want Phil (Mickelson) to
spend a little time with Kyle Stan-
ley so when you go to the Ryder
Cup, they know each other,” Love
continued. “So if you have to put
them together, they’re not feeling
each other out.”

Love understands things can
change dramatically in the four
months before he must tell the
world his picks. Bubba Watson’s
win at the Masters two weeks ago
moved him to the top of the U.S.
points standings. Steve Stricker is
the third best American at No. 7 in
the golf rankings, but is eighth in
the Ryder Cup points.

For those final spots, does Love
choose veterans over younger
players coming into their own?

“It’s a tough, tough call,” Leh-
man said.

Ryder Cup captain Davis Love III is trying to learn more about those U.S.
players he may pick for the team in September. JOHN RAOUX/AP

GOLF

Love facing
hard choices
in Ryder Cup
By Pete Iacobelli
Associated Press

SEVEN-DAY PLANNER

The 22nd-ranked University of
Louisville baseball team pounded
out 15 hits and got all sorts of help
from Indiana in a 21-4 rout of the
Hoosiers on Tuesday in Blooming-
ton.

The 21 runs were the most for
the Cardinals (26-11) since a 24-6
victory over Rutgers on May 1,
2010. The17-run margin is the larg-
est in the history of the series,
which U of L leads 20-19. IU (16-21)
also lost to the Cards 13-4 on
March 6 at Jim Patterson Stadium.

IU pitchers walked 11, hit seven
batters, threw nine wild pitches
(plus two passed balls) and com-
mitted a balk. The defense also
made three errors.

» No. 2 Kentucky 7, Cincinnati
0: Freshman southpaw Sam Mahar
(3-1) gave up two hits in six innings
in his first collegiate start, and
Austin Cousino, Luke Maile and
J. T. Riddle homered as the host
Wildcats (33-5) blanked the Bear-
cats (12-24).

Men’s golf

Corey Richmond edged Aaron
Monson 1-up with a par on the 18th
hole at the Country Club of Padu-
cah to give Northern Kentucky a
3-2 match-play victory over Indi-
anapolis for the Great Lakes Valley
Conference title.

In the semifinals, Indianapolis
defeated Bellarmine 4-1 and NKU
beat Rockhurst 4-1.

Basketball
Bob Wright, who coached More-

head State to the 1969 Ohio Valley
Conference co-championship, died
Sunday at 86 at the Pikeville Med-
ical Center. The funeral will be at
1 p.m. Friday in the old Millard
High School. Visitation is in the Lu-
cas & Son Funeral Home Chapel af-
ter 6 p.m. today, with special ser-
vices at 7 p.m. Thursday.

Wright played at Marshall Uni-
versity and coached five years at
Ashland Blazer, leading the Tom-
cats to the 1961 state title. He was
58-38 in four years at Morehead.

AROUND KENTUCKIANA

Cards pound Hoosiers 21-4
From special dispatches
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