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INDIANAPOLIS — The U.S.
Chamber of Commerce became
the latest national interest group
to stake a claim in Indiana’s heat-
ed Republican Senate primary,
announcing Tuesday it is endors-
ing U.S. Sen. Richard Lugar in his
toughest re-election battle in dec-
ades.

The national business organi-
zation joined local business
groups, including the Indiana
Chamber of Commerce and Indi-
ana Manufacturers Association,
who announced their support for
Lugar last week.

Conservative interest groups,
like the National Rifle Associa-
tion and the anti-tax-increase
Club for Growth, have lined up
firmly behind Indiana Treasurer

Richard Mour-
dock, who is chal-
lenging Lugar in
the May 8 Repub-
lican primary.

The endorse-
ments show a split
between the old
guard, which
tends to favor in-
cumbents, and more ideological
groups that often have no prob-
lem bucking the system, said
Margaret Ferguson, who heads
the political science department

at Indiana University-Purdue
University Indianapolis.

Historically, major interest
groups like the chamber have
given money to incumbents
based on the assumption they
would win re-election, she said.

“The chamber is kind of an
old-school conservative, main-
line conservative group,” she
said. “Giving money to a candi-
date that doesn’t win doesn’t do
you any good whatsoever.”

Lugar is facing his toughest
re-election battle since 1982 in

large part because of tea party
resentment over votes he’s taken,
but also because of a series of po-
litical stumbles that have played
into opponents’ arguments that
he is out of touch with Hoosiers.

U.S. Chamber spokeswoman
Blair Latoff called Lugar a “long-
time ally” of Indiana businesses.
She would not say how much the
chamber would spend supporting
Lugar. However, they already
have sunk $238,000 into ads sup-

U.S. Chamber endorses Lugar
Incumbent faces difficult GOP primary

By Tom LoBianco
Associated Press

Lugar

See LUGAR, Page B6

The traffic and security
plans for Saturday’s Thunder
Over Louisville have been
tweaked, again with the goal of
getting Thunder-goers home
safely and as quickly as possi-
ble.

“Don’t allow traffic to steal
your patience or joy,” Lt. Joe
Seelye of the Louisville Metro
Police traffic unit said at the
pre-Thunder news conference
Tuesday at police headquar-
ters.

Lt. Lavita Chavous, of police
special operations, said 606 of-

ficers will be
assigned to
Thunder secu-
rity, and 633
others to traffic
enforcement
Saturday. The
personnel in-
clude local, In-
diana and Ken-
tucky and fed-

eral officers plus active and re-
serve military personnel.

Chavous predicted that
600,000 to 800,000 people will
attend Thunder, depending on
the weather.

Angie Lese, a National
Weather Service meteorolo-
gist, said Saturday’s forecast
calls for a 50 percent chance of

rain, with perhaps a higher
possibility of precipitation be-
tween 10 a.m. and midnight.
The skies will be mostly
cloudy, with a high temper-
ature of near 60 degrees, ac-
cording to the forecast.

The Clark Memorial Bridge
will be closed Thursday so fire-

works can be set up on it. Offi-
cials said it will reopen no later
than 2 p.m. Sunday.

On Saturday, Waterfront
Park will open at 8 a.m. The air
show will begin about 3 p.m.,
with the 28-minute fireworks
show to start at 9:30 p.m.

Most of the interstates near

the riverfront will be closed
from around 8:30 a.m. to 11:30
p.m. Saturday. The closings
will include both northbound
Interstate 65 from the Watter-
son Expressway to Interstate
64 and southbound I-65 from

Louisville Metro Police Lt. Joe Seelye discusses the department’s plans for traffic and security during Thunder over Louisville, which will
be held this Saturday along the Ohio River. PHOTOS BY JOHN SOMMERS II/SPECIAL TO THE COURIER-JOURNAL

Police set street plans
for Saturday’s Thunder
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Plan ahead
Police are rerouting traffic to allow people to
leave downtown more quickly. Motorists are
asked to park in zones that match the direction
in which they will head home.
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Emergency routes (shown in black)
are Second Street between Main Street
and Jacob Street and Muhammad Ali
Boulevard between Clay Street and Roy
Wilkins Avenue (Ninth Street).
Northbound Second Street traffic will be
diverted at Breckinridge Street.
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Safety, quick trips
home are the goals
By Sheldon S. Shafer
sshafer@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See THUNDER, Page B6

Chavous

MittRomney, thepresumptive
Republican nominee for presi-
dent, will be in Louisville on
Thursday for a fundraising event
at the home of Papa John’s foun-
der John Schnatter and his wife
Annette.

According to invitations
mailed last weekend, the former
Massachusetts governor is ask-
ing for contributions ranging
from $1,000 per person to get into
the reception to $25,000 to be list-
ed as a co-host for the event.

Romney, who was already fa-
vored and leading in delegates,
became the prohibitive favorite
to win the nomination when for-
mer U.S. Sen. Rick Santorum sus-
pended his campaign on April 10.

On Tuesday he was endorsed
by Senate Minority Leader Mitch
McConnell, the state’s senior sen-
ator, in Washington, D.C.

McConnell did not make a for-
malannouncementbutsimplyan-
swered a reporter who asked if he
was ready to endorse Romney,
who has vanquished all his oppo-
nents except former House
Speaker Newt Gingrich and Tex-
as Rep. Ron Paul, father of Sen.
Rand Paul, R-Ky.

“Yeah, I support Gov. Romney
forpresidentoftheUnitedStates,
andheisgoingtobethenominee,”
McConnell said. “And as you no-
tice, the party is in the process of
unifying behind him. And I think
it'sgoingtobeanincrediblyclose,
hard-fought race.”

Thursday’s visit will be Rom-
ney’s second to Kentucky this
campaign season to mine for
cash. He attended a fundraiser in
Lexington hosted by coal opera-
tor Joe Craft and his Kentucky fi-
nance committee chairwoman,
Kelly Knight, in November.

“We are honored to again host
Gov.RomneyinKentuckytoraise
funds to defeat President Obama
in November. The event is pick-

Romney
will be
at event
in area
Schnatter to host
fundraiser at home
By Joseph Gerth
jgerth@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See ROMNEY, Page B6

That 4th Street Live was
painted red was evident from
blocks away — by the large in-
flatable Louisville Cardinals lo-
go that greeted people at the
gate, by the red T-shirts, red
jackets, red hats.

And by the cheers that ema-
nated from a city street filled
with fans: “C-A-R-D-S, go Cards
go.”

Fans packed the downtown
entertainment district Tuesday
to celebrate the Louisville Cardi-
nals men’s basketball team’s
NCAA Final Four appearance
and Big East Tournament cham-
pionship, with Coach Rick Pitino

and the players thanking the
crowd for their support.

Brothers Brock and Bryan
Rogers, both of Jeffersontown,
showed up as quickly as they
could after work but still
couldn’t wade through the crowd
for a good vantage point. They
were relegated to the rear of the
stage.

It didn’t matter, the brothers

said, because they got to see the
team get off a bus and onto the
stage.

“You’ve got to support the
Cards,” Brock Rogers said. “You
never know when you’re going to
get a Final Four.”

“Hopefully, next year,” Bryan
Rogers chimed in.

Fans support Louisville Cards at rally
By Joseph Lord
jlord@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

See CARDS, Page B6

The space shuttle Dis-
covery made multiple
and spectacular passes
over the Washington met-
ropolitan area yesterday
morning before landing
at its final destination, a
museum hangar at Wash-
ington Dulles Interna-
tional Airport.
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MORE ONLINE
Read the rest from reporter
James Carroll at www.courier-
journal.com/polblog
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