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A Louisville native with expe-
rience running digital businesses
has been named publisher of The
Courier-Journal.

Wesley Jackson, 41, who
joined The Courier-Journal in Au-
gust 2011 as vice president of
sales and marketing, was named
publisher effective Tuesday by
the paper’s owner, Gannett Co.
Inc. He replaces former publish-

er Arnold Garson, who retired
March 2.

“Wesley has a deep under-
standing of the community and
what matters most to its resi-
dents,” Robert Dickey, president
of U.S. Community Publishing
for Gannett, said in a statement.
“His hometown roots and knowl-
edge, combined with extensive
media and digital expertise, have
already contributed significantly
to The Courier-Journal and the
Louisville community.”

Jackson — the son of retired
Republican Jefferson County
Judge-Executive Rebecca Jack-
son and a1989 Manual High grad-
uate — brings a more unconven-

tional background to his role as
publisher, having led digital
startups and been involved with
digital projects in media compa-
nies such as Belo Corp.

In comments to Courier-Jour-
nal staff Tuesday, Jackson said
his priorities include preserving
the newspaper’s commitment to
high-quality journalism, helping
bolster its digital offerings to

Louisville native Jackson named Courier-Journal publisher
Hometown roots,
expertise cited
By Chris Kenning
ckenning@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal

Louisville native
Wesley Jackson
is introduced to
the staff
Tuesday as
publisher of
The
Courier-Journal.
He replaces
Arnold Garson,
who retired last
month. MICHAEL

CLEVENGER/THE
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ON THE WEB
Watch video of publisher Wesley
Jackson at www.courier-journal.com

Jefferson Circuit Court Judge
McKay Chauvin told James Mal-
lory in February that he wasn’t a
good choice for shock probation,
given his criminal history — and
the fact that Chauvin had already
denied an earlier request.

But the judge nonetheless re-
leased Mallory at prosecutors’
request after he came forward
with what he called “bombshell”
information in a letter offering
the Jefferson County common-
wealth’s attorney’s office evi-
dence against several defendants
in exchange for helping him get
out of a nine-year prison term for
two counts of armed robbery.

Just two months later, Mallory
is charged with murdering a 15-
year-old boy in an apartment off
Dixie Highway just south of
Shively. He was arrested Monday
after arriving in court to testify
against John Jones, a former cell-
mate.

“They never should have let
him out,” said Teri Tharpe, a
cousin of the slain teen, Gregory
Holt, an eighth-grader at Farns-
ley Middle School who was bur-
ied Tuesday. “Now look what hap-
pened. He got out, and a 15-year-
old is dead. And they (prosecu-
tors) have to live with that.”

Mallory, 29, pleaded not guilty
Tuesday in the murder of Greg-
ory, who died of gunshot wounds
at his family’s apartment in the
1600 block of Clover Street after
Mallory and two other men alleg-
edly forced their way into the
home.

Mallory and another man, An-
thony Hogan Jr., face charges of
murder and first-degree bur-
glary in Holt’s death. A third sus-

Freed
inmate
held in
murder
Informant charged
after making deal
By Jason Riley
jriley@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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“They never
should have
let him out.”
TERI THARPE,
a cousin of the
slain teen

A Louisville Marine was
killed Saturday while support-
ing combat in Afghanistan’s Hel-
mand province, the Defense De-
partment reported.

Cpl. Aaron M. Faust, 22, was
assigned to 2nd Battalion, 9th
Marines, Camp Lejeune, N.C.
His death is under investigation.

Faust’s family declined to be
interviewed, instead issuing a

statement:
“We appreci-

ate the concern
from our neigh-
bors. As you
must under-
stand, our family
is still in shock,
and we are griev-
ing the loss of our
son and brother.

It comforts us to know that we
have the support of our commu-
nity, citizens and country that
Aaron died to protect.”

Faust graduated in 2007 from
DeSales High School, said Doug
Strothman, president of the
school.

Strothman said he didn’t
know Faust well. But Strothman
said teachers who knew Faust
described a young man who
“didn’t mind testing the waters
of authority, but he would do it in
a respectful way.”

In his senior year after a
Christian Awakening Retreat,
Faust began to exhibit height-
ened maturity, Strothman said.

That maturation furthered a
few years after Faust graduated

— he showed up at the school in
his Marine Corps uniform, look-
ing like a “significantly differ-
ent” person, Strothman said.

“He’d really grown to be an
impressive young man,” Stroth-
man said.

Faust’s mother, Tess, is em-
ployed in the media and public
relations department of the Ken-
tucky State Fair Board, accord-
ing to a separate family state-
ment sent by fair board spokes-
woman Amanda Storment.

Reporter Joseph Lord can be
reached at (502) 582-4199.

Louisville Marine, 22,
killed in Afghanistan
Aaron Faust a 2007
DeSales graduate
By Joseph Lord
jlord@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
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CROWD LOVES CARDS

Louisville fans by the thousands, including a screaming Elisha Dale, center, cheer as the Louisville men's basketball team arrives at
Fourth Street Live on Tuesday for a rally in honor of the Cards’ Big East Championship as well as their Final Four appearance. Read more
about the celebration on Page B1. MATT STONE/THE COURIER-JOURNAL
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