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owling stubbornly keeps the doors closed
St. Matthews Is indebted to The

Louisville Times for Its Interview
last week with Mayor Bernard F.
Bowling and attorney J W Jones on
the subject of closed and secret
meetings of the St. Matthews City
Council.

It is not that the two men said
anything particularly new. In fact,
their views seem to have gone
unchanged for years and are
similar to those of generations of
self-center- ed politicians. But in .

view of the passage this year of a
new open meetings bill and in view
of the control these men have over
the city's councilmen, their state-
ments are interesting.

And their views are so com-plete- ly

contrary to the public
interest they must not be allowed
to go unchallenged.

With that in mind, their answers
to certain questions are repeated
here, together with our own
comments on those answers. The
additional comments of our readers
are welcome, as always, as letters to
the Editor.

Question:
Doesn't this policy of holding all

deliberations and discussions be-

hind closed doors Interfere with
the public's "right to know?"

Bowling's answer:
"I don't think they Interfere with

the public's right to know. If the
public wants to know what went
on, I'll be more than glad to tell
them .... if they have a valid
Interest In it an issue discussed
behind closed doors I think they'll
be there and ask (about It.

Comment:
Sure, Mr. Bowling will tell you

what went on, exactly as he wants
it told. But his report will not be
objective. It will be biased in his
favor and it will not include
anything he feels should not be
told. Anyone satisfied with such a
one-side- d rendition would be silly.

An independent news reporter
sitting in on such a meeting serves
the public as an objective, second

A preference
The Democratic Party will be

well-serve- d regardless of whether
Kyle Hubbard or Edward Winter-
berg wins the primary election next
week. Both are attractive, reason-
ably good campaigners. Both are
intelligent, thoughtful and politi-
cally aware. Either man will make
worthy foe for the incumbent M.
Gene Snyder and either man would
work hard for the people of 'the
Fourth Congressional District.

Further, this newspaper counts
both men as friends and finds It

somewhat painful to take sides at
this point. Yet a choice must be
made next Tuesday. Given what we
now know about the candidates,
we recommend Mr. Winterberg.

If independence means anything,
it is clear the young Northern
Kentucky attorney would go to
Washington with fewer inhibiting
connections with the traditional
power brokers of the Democratic
Party than would Mr. Hubbard. He
would be more of his own man.

As for general philosophy, Mr.
Hubbard's conservatism is thus far
almost indistinguishable from Mr.
Snyder's. Mr. Winterberg Is some

Time to visit
The tragic death of Kathleen
Wittenauer on the Southern Railway
bridge over Taylorsville Road has
brought a renewal of Jefferson-town'- s

request for a traffic signal
at Merioneth Drive.

Kathleen apparently crossed over
the bridge because it provided her
with a shorter, and possibly even
safer, route from school to home
across Taylorsville Road. The
highway, without a traffic light,
crosswalk or policeman, was and
is an unnecessary, unacceptable
hazard to our school children.

She should not have been there,
of course. But in the absence of
physical barriers and considering
the alternatives, one can under-
stand why she was therend why
many children have used the bridge
for the same purpose both before
and since the May 10 accident.

The problem is simply that our
Kentucky Bureau of Highways
lives, breathes and plans for
vehicles, not pedestrians. Its
criteria for traffic signals are based
on vehicle flow and street patterns,
and have nothing at all to do with
the needs of human beings, unless
they are lucky enough to be inside
a vehicle.

This policy Is archaic and
out-date- d, but there it Is, and there
It will remain until a whole lot more
people become active in opposition
to It.

source of information. And, If a
member of the public does not
trust the newspaper to report
accurately or fully enough, he
ought to have the right to observe
the meeting himself.

For Bernard F. Bowling, how-
ever, the public has no "right to
know." The public's only right Is to
listen to him.

As for Mr. Bowling's "valid
Interest" Idea, this is just another
way to exclude people. Mr.
Bowling believes In government by
clique. To observe St. Matthews
decision-makin- g, it is not enough
to be a St. Matthews taxpayer or
voter. In Bowling's St. Matthews,
one must have "a valid interest."
And guess who decides whether
your interest is valid enough to be
told, for example, when a subject
Is coming up for council discus-
sion? Bernie and his pals, that's
who. Is It any wonder the only
people who attend the formal
council meetings are newsmen and
Girl Scouts In search of a merit
badge?

Jones's answer
"I would say very frankly that I

believe the public interest Is best
served by those matters being
discussed Informally. And I say
that because I know that In the
informal discussions, the matter is
discussed more thoroughly, more
in depth, than would ever be done
at a formal meeting."

Comment:
More than most lawyers, Mr.

Jones enjoys playing word games.
He finds a critical distinction
between "formal" meetings and,
"informal" ones, a distinction
which does not exist In practice
and will not In law once the open
meetings bill takes effect next
month.

In St. Matthews ALL major
decisions are made In what Mr.

Jones calls "informal" sessions
but which are closed, sometimes
secret meetings with carefully-structure- d

discussion and action.
Decisions are simply rubber-stampe- d

at the "formal" ses-ne-

from city hall.

for Winterberg
what more liberal, but he's a long,
long way from the Conyers-Drlnan-Edwar-

left wing of the national
party. His opposition to racial
busing is tempered by a strong
commitment to more equal oppor-
tunity in education - a more
constructive stance than his
opponent has taken.

On the hottest Issue of the day,
Mr. Winterberg believes the avai-
lable facts warrant President
Nixon's impeachment, but he
sensibly reserves the right to
change his mind If contrary
evidence emerges. For some
reason, both Mr. Hubbard and Mrs.
Snyder have been able to
rationalize the President's obstruc-
tion of justice and all the other
fetid disclosures of the last two
years.

Mr. Winterberg .looks like a
thoroughly honest, progressive
young man who would work hard
for the full range of people who live
in his district. He would bring a
humility, a concern for people
and a dedication which have been
missing from the Fourth District
office for several years.

Gov. Ford
There has been a flurry of

opposition activity this week. The
City Council and the Band Parents
Association are writing letters. But
letters have been written before --
with just as much feeling behind
them -- - without effect. The
highwaymen are adamant In their
position that the signal Is
unnecessary, or too costly, or
both.

Perhaps It Is time now for a
personal visit to Governor Wendell
Ford's office by representatives of
every concerned organization In the
city, with all of them prepared to
make the point that government
should be concerned with people
first and cars second. Let us hope
Gov. Ford can take time out from
his campaigning to listen and then
use the power he clearly has to
solve the problem promptly.
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public business Is discussed by
public officials Is Important to the
public, whether Mr. Jones calls tt
by one name or another. And the
public Interest - which may differ
from Mr. Jones's personal interest- Is best served when the public is

d. The public can only
be well-inform- when it has
access to the decision-makin- g

process.
In all probability, Mr. Jones

simply wants to protect his clients
from the exposure of their closed
session behavior to the general
public. No doubt he fears they
could not withstand the results of
that exposure.

But there is a better answer to
that problem than holding secret
meetings: why not elect people
who are capable enough and
mature enough to withstand
whatever criticism may result from
an occasional public goof?

Question:
What are your feelings about

House Bill 100 the Open Meetings
law . . . ?

A Jefferson

Letters from
Dear Editor:

A letter In your May 16th Issue
by Mr. Donson of the United
Nations Association, urged the
repeal of the Byrd Amendment to H
R 8005, now before the House of
Representatives.

All Communists outside our
government and Communist
stooges inside' our government are
equally anxious to repeal the Byrd
Amendment, as are the misguided
churchmen, traitors or Communist
plants, as the case may be, that
dominate the National Council of
Churches.'

Repeal of thl3 smendment would
forbid our purchase of strategic a
chrome from our betrayed friends
in Anti-Commu- st Rhodesia and
force us to pi- so chrome from
Russia at an I A price.

The United was founded
by Is controlled
by Cammunlsts and is working
solely to advance Communism and
bring about one-worl-d Com-

munist diet. .-- Hp, (change of
life-styl- e) unc-rt- he U. N.

Let's stc? supporting Com

opinion page
Voice -Jeffersonian
Chenoweth Lane. St. Matthews. Ky. 40207

Editor & Publisher John 0. Chaltk, Jr.,

Bowling's answer:
"... I would rather see a law

written where, If there's an
undesirable newsman, that the
Council - that a legislative body --
would have the right to ban him.
Then you'd have something. That
would make more sense to me."

Comment:
Then you'd have something all

right. Then you'd have all
communications from government
to the people absolutely controlled
by those In power. That sort of
policy has "made sense" to others
before Mr. Bowling; they Included
a long line of dictators from Attila
the Hun to Mao Tse-tun- g. The
result would be guaranteed good
news from city hall, or no news at
all - which is about the situation
in St. Matthews today.

Question:
What are your feelings about the

press in general?

munist causes, write your Con-
gressman and urge him not to
repeal the Byrd Amendment, but
instead, get the U.S. out of the
U.N. and the U.N. out of the U.S.

Floyd Wheeler
620 Lane
St. Matthews

Dear Editor:
I have just read a copy of the

May 16 and I'm
very disturbed at your

of what I told you In a
phone conversation. Since there Is

of the PTA's
role at Jane Hite, I decided to write
so you can see In black and white
and not misinterpret my remarks
again.

Jane Hite PTA has not taken an
active role In the redisricting of
Jane Hite boundaries, however, we
do not agree with the
There is already a group of
concerned parents, whom many
are PTA members, fighting the

Gen. Manager

"I am certainly not opposed to
any effort the news media may
make to expose the truth about
conduct of public bodies, public
agencies or public officials. I'm In
favor of that. I'm in favor of full
disclosure and full exposition. But
in a matter of a government like the
City of St. Matthews, which Is a
relatively small town, we have no
momentous problems here as a
general rule . . ."

Comment:
This is the last refuge of a

defensive politician - an attempt
to make the central issue appear
unimportant. If he could just
convince everyone there are no
problems here, then perhaps all the
controversy will go away.

Well. Mr. Jones, St. Matthews
may be small, but it's where we're
at. And we have in numerous ways
proven that substantial problems
do exist here in spite of, or
because of the officials who run
the government. And If the twin
principles of open government and
the public's right to know mean

As for busing, Jane Hite PTA
has taken a stand against busing
to achieve racial balance. Our PTA
delegates did go to the state PTA
and voted against busing. The Jane
Hite PTA also supports the 14th
District's stand against forced
busing.

With all of these facts stated in
this letter, I hope there will be no
more of telephone
conversations.

Mrs. James Gooch, President
Jane G. Hite PTA

Dear Editor:
There is something to be said on

behalf of animals in the jungle who
devour their prey In order to
sustain their own lives. What can
be said in defense of wild beasts
who kill for the sake of killing
especially If the victims are
innocent, children --
children of Maalot who were
murdered In cold blood by Arab
terrorists.

Our anguished humanity cries
out: stop, stop, stopl

anything anywhere, they ought to
mean something here at home.

Above all, our community should
not be in the control of officials who
behave as If they were propaganda
ministers for Big Brother. Each

Individual should be able to
observe his at work

and make up his own mind whether
the problems are
being solved.

That was precisely what the 1974

General Assembly had In mind
when it adopted the open meetings
bill. The preamble of that bill ought
to be tattooed on the arm of every

officeholder in America. It reads:

"WHEREAS, it is the policy of
the Commonwealth that the forma-

tion of public policy is public busi-

ness and may not be conducted in

secret; and
"WHEREAS, the Legislature finds

and declares that public agencies in

this Commonwealth exist to aid in the
conduct of the public's business; and

"WHEREAS, the people of this
Commonwealth do not yield their
sovereignty to the agencies which serve

them; the people, in delegating au-

thority, do not give their public ser-

vants the right to decide what is

good for the public to know and
what is not good for them to know;
the people insist on remaining inform-

ed so they may retain' control over
the instruments they have created..."

If Mayor Bowling and members
of the St. Matthews City Council
cannot accept that statement, and
begin now to open the doors of
their meetings, they have in fact
usurped power the people never
gave them.

The City of Shively has opened
its meetings; tra-
ditionally have been open. The law
will require it with few
exceptions beginning next
month. Will St. Matthews comply
with good grace, or will it remain
arrogant and stubborn to the end,
raising new suspicions with each
passing day about why its mayor Is
afraid to let the people see?

Counfy Board of Education self-porfrai- t.

Middletown, St. Matthews, etc.
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misinter-
pretation

misunderstanding

redisricting.

redistricting.

Jones's answer

misinterpreting

unsuspecting

government

community's

Jeffersontown's

Miriam B. Weil
Member, United Nations Asso-
ciation Council of Organizations
707 South Third
Louisville

Abouf letters. . .

We really want your letters. To
Insure timely publication, we
have two bits of advice. First, ar-
range lor them to arrive no later
than Monday morning of the
week you want it published. Do
not trunt the mails to deliver your
letter In one or two days. They
sometimes fall. We have a mail
slot In our office door for 24-ho-

delivery and urge you to use it.
Second, we do not normally

publish anonymous letters, form
letters or copies of letters written
to other media.

Letters must be signed with
he name and address of the

writer. Names of writers will be
withheld only in unusual cir-
cumstances after consultation
with the editor. Letters are sub-
ject to editing to avoid libel or to
'it our limited space


